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Amaryllis and How to 
Grow Them $2.95 


First complete book on Amaryllis answers 
questions on how to make bulbs bloom 
and repeat year after year. Practical in- 
formation on species and improved strains, 
soils, feeding, present trends, breeding, 
culture under fluorescent lights and in the 
greenhouse. Three pages in color, with 
many illustrations and drawings. 


Gloxinias and How to 
Grow Them $3.50 


Complete coverage of gloxinias for the 
window garden and house plant enthusiast. 
Listing of species and hybrids, cultural 
procedures and techniques; care, soil form- 
ulas, propagation, pests and diseases, al- 
lied plants, varied uses—all this and more 
with numerous illustrations. 


® 


Growing Plants Under 
Artificial Light $3.50 


At last a book for indoor gardeners who 
do not have sufficient natural light to 
raise flowers successfully. Discusses the 
merits of incandescent and fluorescent set- 
ups, operating costs, decorative uses, types 
of planters and appropriate propagation 
methods. 
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Peggie Schulz offers proof that “only very busy people get things done.” Housewife, mother of three daugh- 
ters, indoor and outdoor gardener, business woman, magazine contributor, book author, television and 
garden club lecturer, she writes her books in a friendly, folksy, authoritative manner. She is recognized all 
over the United States as a garden writer who knows what she writes about because she has grown, and 


is growing at present, many thousand plants, in conditions which parallel those of a vast majority of 
gardeners. 


Mrs. Schulz is editor of the American Hemerocallis Society, co-editor and co-founder of the American 
Gloxinia Society, and Consultant and Garden Club Editor of Flower & Garden. 


FLOWER AND GARDEN. BOOK SHOP 
559 Westport Road Kansas City 11, Missouri 


[] AMARYLLIS AND HOW TO [] GLOXINIAS AND HOW TO [] GROWING PLANTS UNDER 
GROW THEM $2.95 GROW THEM $3.50 ARTIFICIAL LIGHT $3.50 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY ZONE STATE 





Test Your 
Own Soil 


by Earl F. Downey, Director 
Soil Analysis Service 
Author of “Improving Your Garden 
Through Soil Management” 


LL plants need three major elements 
for proper growth. If your soil does 
not contain them in the right quan- 

tities, best growth is impossible. 

Nitrogen stimulates growth; phosphorus 

makes better flowers, fruits, seeds; potash 
aids the roots, stems, and stalks; counter- 
acts brittle growth. It also intensifies the 
color and fragrance of flowers, and is 
greatly needed in summer and fall. 


Soil Changes Every Year 


Growing plants actually absorb these 
elements, removing them from the soil. 
Your garden soil fertility is very different 
this spring from what it was last summer. 
All your plants are taking food out of the 


soil like a spendthrift takes money out of | 


the bank. An acre of tomatoes takes out 
of the soil about a ton of fertilizer! 


How can you know what fertilizers must | 


be added this spring to bring the soil back 
to its ideal fertility level? How can you 
know what kind of fertilizer to use? And 
how much? How can you know whether 
your soil is sweet or acid, and how to 
correct it? 

Testing your soil is the only answer. 
Vegetables, flowers, fruits, evergreens, 
shrubs, roses, and the lawn —all must 
have a balanced diet to do their best. 
Practically every garden soil is out of 
balance unless it is tested. 


Do It Yourself 


The Sudbury Soil Test Kits provide 
home gardeners with an easy, accurate 
way of determining the fertilizer require- 
ments of any soil. These Kits will show 
just how much and what kind of plant 
food is needed in every part of your garden 
and grounds, save money too. Gardeners 
often find they are using too much of some 
kinds which might do more harm than 
good — not enough of others. 


These Kits, complete with everything 
needed for years of gardening and easy 
to follow directions, show you directly 
what plant nutrients must be added to your 
soil for whatever you want to grow. 

They also test for pH (acidity or alka- 
linity) and tell you how to make your 
soil just the right pH for the particular 
plants you want to grow such as lime- 
loving lilacs and clematis vines, as well 
as those needing acid soil such as azaleas, 
rhododendrons, blueberries, etc. 


Sudbury is the World's Largest Maker of Soil Test Kits 








HOW to Make Everything 
GROW, 


Bere 


HORTICULTURAL 
KIT 


For the millions whose garden is their hobby. 
Lifetime welded steel chest with carrying 
handle; weighs only 9% Ibs. Simple, easy to 
follow directions; charts show needs of 225 
different flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. 
Makes over 150 tests for nitrogen, phosphorus 
and potash. Also tells whether lime is needed 
(pH), and how much. Big Value, Low 
Cost — Only $15.95. 


POPULAR GARDEN KIT 

For the smaller garden. Makes same tests, 
over 50, for nitrogen, phosphorus, potash and 
lime (pH). Comes in hand- 
some case with clear lucite 
cover. Directions and charts 
show needs of 125 popular 
flowers, vegetables and —_ 
fruits. Complete in every 
way. 

SUPER de LUXE KIT 

For those who want the best—most econom- 
ical to use. Handsome, streamline, welded 
steel chest with 12 times as much testing 
solutions. Weighs only 12% Ibs. Favorite of 
veteran gardeners, florists and nurseries. 
Only $29.95. 

BETTER GARDEN 


Youcan'tlose! Even 
next Fall, youcan still 
return your Soil Test 
Kit for refund if you 
haven't had a better 
garden. That's our 
daring guarantee! We 
know you'll never 
part with your Soil 
Test Kit once you see 
what it can do! 
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Soil Test Kits 


STORES: Serve your customers by supplying 
this essential aid to better gardening. Be pre- 
pared—Write for Special Offer Today. 
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SUDBURY LABORATORY 
Box 67F, Sudbury, Mass. 
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Out of Gardening 

Gets straight to the 
root of most common 
garden disappoint- 
ments. Soil Tests tell 
just what plant foods 
your garden needs, in 
only 10 minutes ! 


EASY AS 
READING A 


THERMOMETER 
No Knowledge of 
Chemistry 
Needed 


Have Bigger, Better Flowers 

By testing your soil and then adding exactly the 
kinds of fertilizer your Sudbury Soil Test Kit 
will tell you to use, your garden will be more 
colorful, more beautiful than ever before. Shows 
you just what your favorite flowers need to 
make them grow and bloom perfectly...with 
less work ! 


Have a Bounteous 
Vegetable Garden 


Tender, juicy, vitamin-rich vegetables require 
ideal soil fertility for vigorous, healthy growth. 
Without accurate, scientific soil tests, even an 
expert cannot know just what plant foods are 
needed in any soil. 


Have a Luxuriant 
Weed-Free Lawn, Too! 


No matter how poor your lawn...no matter how 
many weeds and bare spots, you can change it 
into a beautiful velvety carpet within a few 
weeks. But you have to know what fertilizers 
are needed to do this. Only Soil Testing will 


tell you. 
«YOUR 
SEND NO MONEY 46” So, 
Order C.O.D. plus postage—or 
send check now and we'll mail 
prepaid, saving you 50c to $3.55 
postal charges. Same Money Back 
Guarantee whichever way you 
order. 
You Take No Risk— Your soil tests cost you nothing unless 
you are entirely satisfied; otherwise return the Kit in 10 


days and we'll refund the full 
SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 67F, Sudbury, Mass. 


Send me the Sudbury Soil Test kits ordered by return mail: 
Horticultural Kits @ $15.95 each 
Popular Garden Kits @ $6.98 each 
Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 


Enclosed is $ 
Send postpaid. 
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The Cover — Dogwood time 
is near! Our cover tree is the 
pink form of flowering dogwood, 
now obtainable at most nurs- 
eries. It is attractive against 
the light green leaves of other 
trees, and against the blue sky. 
It’s pretty with white, yellow or 
blue flowers blooming elsewhere 
in the garden. In fact, it’s pretty 
under any circumstances! This 
fine specimen is in the garden 
of Mrs. M. J. McMurray, at 
Quincy, Illinois. 

Photo by Herschel W. Weber 
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Here’s Why Amazoy Thrilling New Beauty! 
Comes Only In Large, Pre- 

Cut Plugs of Living Grass 
nie. Amante anaes cody in eineeed 


fresh, green vigorous grass grown under 
rigid supervision, certified “weed free.” 











































2. PLUGS contain many more square 





inches of underground root system, GUARANTEED s.1-o00" pea 


il—Even Beaches! 








reach you in better condition, don’t pull 
apart, guarantee more rapid growth. In 
comparison, sprigs die easily, seeds are 
washed and blown away, or eaten by 
birds, and ordinary sod cutting damages 
roots. 
































3. Turf Experts recommend “Plug-In” 







ing ae ane aa - ree, NO OTHER GRASS 
men y Agric. Research Service o 
U. S. Gov’t. for existing lawns. WON THIS PRAISE 







4. EASY TO PLANT. Pre-cut plugs fit 
into holes like a cork into a bottle. Just 
set in ground 1 foot apart, checkerboard 
style. Easy planting instructions with 
each order. 


NEWSWEEK: “With Meyer 
~ 7-52 Zoysia Grass. ..any 
homeowner can maintain a 
luxuriant lawn against in- 
roads of weeds, crabgrass, 
insect pests and diseases.” 
LOOK: “... laughs at crab- 
grass and turns its greenest 
in blistering sun.”’ 

FLOWER GROWER: “ 
extremely winter-hardy .. . 
can successfully compete 







5. Each soil-enriched plug takes root 
and spreads quickly to cover planted 
area with thick, rich, beautiful green turf. 


6. Amazing PLUG-STARTED root sys- with crabgrass for control 
tem grows so deep (2-3 feet down) your of the laws area.” 

lawn finds and retains its own supply of Also praised by: Popular Gardening, Or- 
underground water. ganic Gardening, Harpers, universities, 


agronomists. Arthur Godfrey on TV. etc. 
7. Permanent, perennial Amazoy turf No other grass has ever won such wide- 


° ise! 
costs less in the long run. Goes off color spread praise! 
















after heaviest frosts, regains its fresh AMAZOY PATENTED 
green color every spring. STEP-ON PLUGGER 
Full size, 
ONLY AMAZOY OFFERS THESE professionai FREE! 
type plug- 
EXCLUSIVE ADVANTAGES ger, devel- | ~ 
. . oped and | with larger orders 
There are various grades of Zoysia patented . 
Grass. Genuine Amazoy Meyer Z-52 by art Not oy ea — 
Zoysia Grass, the finest quality in exist- iis, dhe aad aaah. Sinan ae 
ence, Is grown only at Zoysia Farm Nur- transplanting. Cuts away com- 
series. Our thousands of satisfied cus- eee cee ee ee at 
tomers have made us the world’s largest Ge Sane on OLle ee 
growers of this beautiful lawn grass. yours free with larger orders. 





Every plug warranted to be obtained - 

directly from original Zoysia PARENT GROWS IN ANY SOIL- GUARANTEED 
STOCK developed and released by U.S. There is only one original AMAZOY 
Dept. of Agriculture and U. S. Golf Plug-In” Grass (not sold in seed, sod, 
Assn. as their outstanding lawn dis- ‘Prigs- etc). Available by mail ONLY 
covery. This means the original Meyer “itect from Nursery Farm. Shipped within 
2-52 (“plug-in”) Zoysia Grass—accept 3 hours after taking from ground, in 
no substitute! specially lined cartons. AMAZOY'’'S method 









and winter-proven stock guarantee it 

grows where other grasses have failed 

EACH PLUG SUPPLIES —in all soils from sandy to heavy clay— 
50 Transplants Yearly even salty beaches and sub-soil. 





Each Amazoy plug soon spreads to cover Avoid risk of lost labor and disappoint- 
planted area solidly. You can then take ment — order AMAZOY TODAY. ANY 


20-25 plugs per sq. ft., twice yearly, from PLUG FAILING TO GROW REPLACED FREE. 
planted area for transplanting. Trans- 


plant even in mid-summer heat! Plugged TAKES PLAYGROUND PUNISHMENT 


area soon grows over. Sell them—use 


Ideal for paths and childen’s play areas. 
them yourself—an endless supply yearly! ‘Takes heavy punishment, springs back un- 


DEPT. 415, ZOYSIA FARMS 2252 looks like the answer to our tur 
802 N. HOWARD ST., BALTIMORE 1, MARYLAND problem’’. Grows so thick, | PIMLICO 
333 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS Gocce~ P'@nted AMA = aa 
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U. S. Dept. of Agriculture Perfects “World's Most Perfect Lawn Grass” 


READ THESE FACTS BEFORE YOU 
ORDER YOUR ZOYSIA GRASS 


e APPROVED BY THE U.S. GOLF ASSN. 
@ NEVER NEEDS RE-SEEDING 
© % LESS MOWING 
@ CHOKES OUT WEEDS, CRAB- 
GRASS AND OLD GRASS 
e NO MORE WATER PROBLEMS 


Has survived 3 months in desert without water! 


@ RESISTS DISEASES, INSECTS 
@ STAYS GREEN EVEN THROUGH 
DROUTH —when ordinary grass burns brown! 


Genuine Amazoy is the revolutionary lawn grass 
that really produces a weed-free, care-free lawn. 
So deep-rooted it goes weeks and stays beautiful 
without rain or watering, whether due to water 
bans or because you’re away. Needs 34 less mow- 
ing and care than ordinary grasses. Perfected by 
U. S. Dept. of Agriculture and U. S. Golf Assn. 
Planted in U. S. Air Bases, Post Office Grounds, 
Golf Courses, race tracks, estates, and tens of 
thousands of lawns. 


Costs you less, because each plug multiplies 
itself 50 times in a few months. Spreads above and 
below ground into even, deep-green turf that prac- 
tically eliminates upkeep. So thick and rich, in- 
sects, fungus and diseases can’t live in it. Drives 
out weeds, dandelions, crabgrass and old grass. 

Never needs reseeding. Has survived blistering 
desert heat, also winters of 30° below zero! Cuts 
fertilizer costs; “weeds” itself and ends need for 
weed killers. Won’t winter kill. 

When other lawns burn out or turn patchy, 
brown and ugly, your Amazoy lawn remains lush, 
green, lovely — the pride of your neighborhood! 


NO MATTER HOW MUCH WE PLANT, 
IT’S NEVER ENOUGH! ORDER NOW! 


100 LARGE | 300 LARGE 
100 LARGE 
PRE-CUT PRE-CUT PRE-CUT 








PLUGS 
PLUGS and Plugger atten 
$520 $Q70 $4545 
1000 LARGE PRE-CUT $3 45 
PLUGS and PLUGGER 


RDER NOW FROM WORLD’S LARGEST GROWER 
Orders Shipped In Order Received 


| DEPT. 415, ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES 


| 602 N. HOWARD ST., BALTIMORE 1, MARYLAND 
333 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 1, ILLINOIS 


Please ship me the following order of Amazoy: 


i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

1) 100 Plugs () 100 Plugsand ()300Plugsand | 

$5.20 plugger, $8.70 plugger, $15.45 | 

C) Full Size Plugger, $4.95 | 

HOW ORDERS ARE SHIPPED: If you live east of the | 
Miss. River add 75¢ per 100 plugs and we pay all 

shipping charges. If you live west of the Miss. River, | 

add $2.25 per 100 plugs and we pay all shipping. | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


| Otherwise we ship your order Express Charges Collect. 

| 1000 PLUGS and FREE Plugger F.0.B. Baltimore $34.95 

lenclose ([) Check (1 Money Order ([) Cash 
(Sorry, No C.0.D.’s) 
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DAHLIAS 400 of newest and 

the finest standard 
varieties. All sizes from the tiny poms and 
enchanting miniatures to the sensational giants 
in a wide range of prices. Our 27 years serv- 
ing the really discriminating exhibitors and 
fanciers is your cue to highest quality. 


DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 


The most popular catalog devoted exclusively 
to dahlias. 64 pages with comprehensive de- 
scriptions and over 100 illustrations, up-to- 
date cultural directions, and much helpful in- 
formation for beginner or advanced grower. 
It's free. Send mame and address NOW for 


your copy. 


ROCKY RIVER DAHLIA GARDENS 


Dept. K, East River Rd., Columbia Station, Ohic 
Largest growers of exhibition dablias in the mid-west 


P ODS 


and Soil Conditioners 


At chain, hardware 
and garden stores. 


COW MANURE © SHEEP MANURE 
PEAT MOSS © HYPER HUMUS 
ROSE FOOD © BONE MEAL © LIME 
VERMICULITE © AZALEA FOOD 


“FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 
BO Tall Bearded Inte 


<IBEDEN ROAD 
IRIS GARDEN 
P.O.BOX II7 - 


LOWEST-COST FERTILIZER 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, q 
quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste— . 
leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without 

odor) . . . Activates, conditions, and sweetens 

soils . . . many other uses, Organic, Bacterial, 

Odorless. Trial size for 425-lb. compost, No. 2, 

$1.00. 1400-Ib. size, No. 7, $2.95. Big, economy 

2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. 


BENSON-MACLEAN Bridgeton 37, Indiana 


5 from 1 


SOAKEZE does a good job of watering shrubs, 
especially rose bushes. Saves much time and 
work. Attach it to your garden hose; the 5 
small plastic hoses spread out in any direction 
to soak roots of 5 plants, some 24 feet apart. 
Guaranteed to please you or your money re- 
funded. Complete unit only $4.95 postpaid. 
Send check or money order. 
JONS MANUFACTURING CO. 


11-A Dantzler St., Saint Matthews, S. C. 





Dear Editor: 


I was particularly interested in the arti- 
cle “Pyracantha does grow in the North” 
in the February issue (page 14). When we 
lived 26 miles east of here on the south side 
of Milwaukee I replaced a three and a half 
foot arbor-vitae (that died of sunburn one 
winter because of drying effect of hot re- 
flection from the front of the white house) 
with an eight-inch Laland firethorn from 
a nursery in Ohio. 


It throve and in two years surpassed the 
Mugho pines on each side of it. One severe 
winter five years ago the top twigs were 
killed back and after they were removed 
there was not much bloom that year. But 
when we moved away three years ago it 
was still a fine specimen. It was necessary 
to prune it to keep it within bounds. 


I should recommend it as a foundation 
plant for the south of a building even this 
far north of Chicago. 

Mrs. D. W. Dunlop 
Mukwonago, Wisconsin 


| Credit Where It’s Due 
Dear Editor: 


I was surprised when reading “Intro- 
ducing Newcomers to Flower Border . . .” 
(February, 1957) to see credit for the 
origination of Seeba Hybrid penstemons 
being given to Glenn Viehmeyer. He is 
trying hard in a scientific way to solve the 
mystery of the pollen parent . . . but he 
did not originate the strain. Credit for 
that goes to Mrs. Henry Seeba of Cook, 
Nebr. This is the story: 


In 1945 Mrs. Seeba purchased a ten-cent 
packet of penstemon seeds from me. Two 
years later I received a letter from her 
dated November 17, 1947. She wrote: “I 
purchased some seeds of white grandiflorus 
penstemon of you in the fall of 1945. I 


| sowed the seeds and had a nice bunch of 


seedlings. This spring when they bloomed, 
I had three lavender, nine white, and one 
plum colored one. 


“The latter was the one I was proud of. 
It had every characteristic of grandiflorus 
but it measured 50 inches tall and the 
flowers were a little smaller than the 
lavender . . . and evenly plum colored. 
I am sending you some of the seed, and 
hope it comes true to color.” 


Mrs. Seeba generously shared her seed 
with me and others. She planted some of 
them in her own garden. 


Two years later (1949) the plants from 
those seeds bloomed in our gardens. They 
did not . . . come true to color but we 
were not disappointed. For not only were 
there plum-colored blossoms but a most 


surprising and gorgeous display of other 
colors. That year and in the years that 
followed these have been mentioned: plum 
color, pure white, shades of red from 
brilliant crimson to wine and maroon and 
deep dark red-purple, various shades of 
light and dark lavender, light and dark 
purple, peach, salmon, light pink, dark 
pink to rose, and other colors difficult to 
describe. Some plants have blossoms as 
large as the type, and others are smaller. 
The blooming season is longer. The height 
of the plants varies from four to six feet, 


Just what happened in my garden to 
produce the seed that resulted in this first 
plum colored blossom I have no way of 
knowing. I have daubed lots of pollen on 
lilies and hemerocallis, but I’ve never 
tampered with the penstemons. The seed 
parent was Penstemon grandiflorus alba. 
A bee or other insect must have carried 
pollen from some other penstemon species 
to this particular blossom. 


To Mrs. Seeba must go the credit for 
having originated this strain. She planted 
that seed and tended the plant. All would 
have been lost if she had not appreciated 
the difference in blossoms from others in 
the same planting, and permitted seeds to 
mature to use in her own garden and to 
share with others. 


To keep the record straight, I called this 
strain the Seeba Hybrids—the name they 
are known by today. 

Olga Rolf Tiemann 
Westboro, Missouri 
Mr. Viehmeyer would be the first 
to name Mrs. Seeba as the originator 
of these new penstemons. His part was 
to bring them to the attention of 
nurserymen and thus get them before 
the public. 


If the children like to plant seeds 
and watch them grow, seeds from their 
breakfast grapefruit will sprout quite 
readily and grow into interesting 
glossy-leaved plants. They make fine 
“tub” specimen plants for the living 
room in winter and patio or porch in 
summer. Sharon R. Schroeder, Min- 
nesota. 


Editor’s note: If you have a JUST FOR 
FUN trick, send it to us. We will pay 4 
dollar for every idea published. These 
ideas cannot be acknowledged or 1e¢- 
turned. 
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A New Concept in Gardening! 


PLASTIC PRODUCTS «.. 


HOME GARDEN 


Developed by Prof. E. M. Emmert, Horticulture Dept., University of Kentucky 


IN-THE-ROW PLASTIC GREENHOUSE 


Prefabricated! Ready to use! 
PROTECTS PLANTS FROM BELOW FREEZING TEMPERATURES 


® Grow Vegetables, Flowers... 1-2 
Months Earlier! 
® Prolongs Growing Season in Fall! 


Specially made plastic cover, supported by wire 
wickets, admits warmth of sun; keeps out frost, wind, 
rain. Protects tender petunias, tomatoes to 25° F; 
lettuce to 10°. Start gardening 1-2 months earlier. 
Special openings prevent overheating of plants; close 
easily to seal out frost. 


Sets up quickly, easily! Re-usable! 


No. 5( 5 ft. long, 12 in. wide, 12 in. high) $1.95 
No. 36 (25 ft. long, 12 in. wide, 12 in. high) 4.95 
No. 54 (25 ft. long, 24 in. wide, 18 in. high) 7.50 


Use GARDEN-LIFE 


PLANT FOOD 


and get 


Soluble 


of extra charge 
Reg. 20c GARDEN 
MEASURE GLASS 


included FREE in every 
$1.00 and up size of 
GARDEN-LIFE 


* for a limited time only 


Accurately calibrated in teaspoons, tablespoons 
and %4 oz. measures. A great help in measuring 
“just right" amounts of INSECTICIDES, WEED- 
KILLERS, HORMONES, etc. Saves waste of costly 
spray materials. FREE with 


GARDEN - LIFE 


Soluble PLANT FOOD 


for gardens, shrubs, lawns, trees, 
houseplants ... 


FOR EVERYTHING THAT GROWS! 


High analysis (10-52-17) most powerful, all sol- 
uble plant food on the market! Has plant food 
content of 79 units plus Root- 
Developing Hormone! 

Perfect for Transplants .. .Estab- 
lished Plants ... Lawns. . . Trees 
All transplants, nursery stock 
(tomatoes, petunias, strawber- 
ries, roses, shrubs) resume 
growth almost at once when 
set out with GARDEN-LIFE. No 
wilting, no replacing needed. 
Established garden plants, 
lawns, trees become healthier, 
stronger, more productive. Houseplants, too, 
thrive and attain vivid beauty when fed with 
GARDEN-LIFE; AFRICAN VIOLET GROWERS re- 
port blooms as big as silver dollars! 

14 ox. (makes 14-28 gallons) 


2 Ibs. (makes 32-64 gallons) 
5 Ibs. (makes 80-160 gallons) 
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Get red-ripe 
delicious 


Just Spray Your Tomato 
Flowers with Famous 


NO-SEED HORMONE 
LOSSONM SE 
STOP BLOSSOM-DROP! 
MAKE BLOSSOMS SET FRUIT! 


Pick ripe tomatoes weeks before your neigh- 
bor. Big, red-ripe tomatoes . . . larger, meatier, 
more delicious-tasting—better shape and color 
...Mmany SEEDLESS. And many more tomatoes 
on each and every plant. 


Proved by Experiment Stations! 


Experiment Stations have proved conclusively 
that BLOSSOM-SET hormone stops blossom- 
drop, makes most every blossom set fruit; espe- 
cially very early in the season. That's why so 
many gardeners and farmers all over the coun- 
try have used BLOSSOM-SET for the last 11 
years. 


FOR 50% to 100% 


Blackberries and Raspberries 
spray with 


BERRY-SET 


The Hormone Spray for 
Bigger Berries! 


You'll have berries that are 50% to 100% big- 
ger; berries that are meatier, sweeter, more 
luscious-tasting and have fewer seeds. You'll 
start picking these BERRY-SET sprayed fruits 
earlier and you'll keep on picking them long 
after other plants stop bearing. 


TAKE THIS AD IN 

TO YOUR DEALER! 
If these products are unavail- 
able at your dealer, order 
direct from us. RESULTS GUAR- 
ANTEED OR YOUR MONEY 
BACK! 
No Stamps, No C.0O.D.'s, 
please. 


PLASTIC MULCH 


Kills Garden Weeds Easily, Safely! 


Keeps Moisture In The Soil! 
Keeps Ground Warm On Cold Nights! 


Re-usable black polyethylene plastic film in 
rolls. Set out plants through slits in the plastic, 
or lay film down between the rows. Weeds 
never get a chance to grow! The plastic cuts 
off the sunlight; keeps soil moisture from 
evaporating; keeps 

soil 10 to 15 degrees 

warmer: on cold 

nights. 


Bean seedlings growing 
through slits in plastic. 
Film is weighted down 
with soil, stones. 


Saves A Whole Season's Work of Cultivating! 


No. 12-100 (100 ft. by 12 in. wide) 
No. 18-100 (100 ft. by 18 in. wide) 
No. 36-100 (100 ft. by 36 in. wide) 


TOMATOES 1 to 3 WEEKS EARLIER! 


Get bigger, meatier, tastier, SEEDLESS 
TOMATOES! Bigger yields, too! 


YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 


Just spray BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato flowers. 
Be sure to use genuine BLOSSOM-SET, the hor- 
mone made specifically for tomatoes, not for 
apples or fruits! 


BLOSSOM-SET BOMB 
Easier! Faster! 
“Just push the button and 
WHOOSH — the plants are 
sprayed! This 12-ounce, ready- 
to-use BLOSSOM-SET BOMB is 
season's supply for 100 plants. 

Only, $1.79 
Regular BLOSSOM-SET 
4 oz, (makes 1 gallon 
spray) 
1 pt. (makes 4 gallons 
spray) 
8 oz. Agric. Conc. (makes 
50 gals. spray) 
(12 oz. BLOSSOM-SET 
Oo 


BIGGER STRAWBERRIES 


BERRY-SET makes plants 
bear for a longer time. 
Thoroughly tested and 
proved by Experiment Sta- 
tions, the U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture, and State Col- 
leges. 

EASY TO USE! Mix with 
water and spray. You'll 
have berries like you‘ve 
never had before. 


$1.00 
3.00 


(makes 12 gal.) 
(makes 48 gal.) 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, Inc. 
1230 E. 63rd St., Dept. FG47, Chicago 37, Illinois 
write for FREE literature 
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BOOK SHOP 


recommends 


FLOWER SHOW THEMES 

and Classes 
by Dorothy Biddle $1.95 
Exciting and inspiring themes for flower 
shows, large or small, for every season of the 
yeor, for special flowers and for every ar- 
ranger—the expert and the beginner. Fresh 
approaches to flower show planning, staging 
and exhibiting. 


GERANIUMS PELARGONIUMS 
by Helen Van Pelt Wilson $4.50 
Complete and informative guide for the gera- 
nium enthusiast, both indoors and out of 
doors. The Finder's List of Species and Vari- 
eties describes some three hundred plants. 
Thirty pages of color and line drawings show 
varieties. 


FOLIAGE ARRANGEMENTS 

by Emma Hodkinson Cyphers $3.50 
This is the only book devoted to making ar- 
rangements with leaves. Learn how to cut 
and condition foliage, how and where to find 
foliage, how to select and use containers. 
Special chapter on permanent preservation of 
foliage. With 100 photographs of skillful 
arrangements. 


Order one or all books from: FLOWER & 
GARDEN BOOK SHOP, Dept. 1024, 559 West- 
port Road, Kansas City 11, Missouri. 


FLOWER & GARDEN Book Shep 


Enclosed is CL) Check ([] Money Order 
Please send me.. ..copies of: 
C) FLOWER SHOW THEMES at $1.95 each 
(-] GERANIUMS PELARGONIUMS at 4.50 
each 
() FOLIAGE ARRANGEMENTS at $3.50 
each 


FOLIAGE ARRANGEMENTS, by 
Emma Hodkinson Cyphers, (124 
pages, illustrated, Hearthside Press 
Inc., New York, $3.50) 


That foliage arranging can be as 
fascinating as flower arranging is 
proved by the author in this prolifical- 
ly illustrated volume. It can be even 
more rewarding in a way, because 
foliage arrangements can be made 
with what is at hand after the flowers 
in our gardens have faded. While this 
is a specialized subject, there are 
chapters covering the basic knowledge 
of the principles for any type of ar- 
rangement with a comprehensive 
treatise on color and texture. 


Containers, stands and their inter- 
relation are discussed; accessories run 
the gamut from priceless Chinese an- 
tiques to an interesting form of root, 
suggesting an amusing animal. There 
is a chapter on mechanics, including 
inexpensive home-made ones. Foliage 
from the garden, the woods, the florist 
is used, and the reader is taught how 
to cut, condition and treat them. Per- 
manent preservation by drying as well 
as other methods are described, and 
the forcing of branches is explained. 


The author stresses self criticism, 
with four sure-fire methods that are 
bound to give the arranger an objec- 
tive view of the results of her labors. 


FOLIAR FEEDING 


Continued tests of foliar feed- 
ing indicate that some plants may 
be able to take up more plant 
food through the leaves than had 
previously been believed. Michigan 
State University has done an es- 
pecially fine job in the studies 
conducted by Drs. Tukey and Witt- 
mer. There is considerable vari- 
ability in the intake among plants. 
Also young leaves absorb more 
nutrients than mature ones. Sur- 
prisingly, vigorously growing 
plants can take in more than 
sickly ones, so foliar feeding may 
be useful in keeping trees healthy, 
but less effective in bringing them 
back to health.—H. Gleason Mat- 


toon 
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GERANIUMS PELARGONIUMS, 
by Helen Van Pelt Wilson, (240 
pages, illustrated, indexed, M. Bar- 
rows & Co., Inc., New York; $4.50) 


Ten years ago, when the first edi- 
tion of this book appeared, the gerani- 
um world was much smaller than it 
is now. There weren’t so many people 
growing and collecting this fascinat- 
ing plant. Not much had been written 
about it. Today the flurry of interest 
and activity in growing geranium: 
makes this revised edition a well-timed 
contribution. 

Lists of recommended geranium va- 
rieties have been brought up to date; 
the chapters on dwarfs, pests and dis- 
eases have been rewritten; and many 
other improvements and _ refinements 
have been made. 

Included here are discussions on 
every type of pelargonium or gerani- 
um—single and double zonals, bird’s 
egg, phlox type, cactus flowered, 
climbing, dwarf, ivy leaf, colored leaf, 
scented leaf, Lady Washington. Cul- 
tural chapters cover processes of grow- 
ing geraniums indoors, in greenhouses, 
in window boxes, spring and fall 
handling, controlling pests and dis- 
eases, propagating, hybridizing, grow- 
ing them in tree form, and dozens of 
other geranium tricks. 

The part about growing geraniums 
outdoors in California is somewhat 
wasted on us Midwesterners, except to 
amaze us with the reports of prolific 
growth and ease of culture in that 
gentle climate. A chapter on the Lady 
Washingtons, always called by their 
true name, pelargonium, may help 
you grow these difficult beauties. Here 
again you are told that, if you can't 
live without Lady Washingtons, you 
may as well pack up and move to Cali- 
fornia where the required conditions 
exist. 

All in all, this is an entertaining 
and informative book on a fascinat- 
ing subject. If there are any who are 
not already enthusiasts for the gay, 
agreeable geranium, this book will 
convert them. 
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Mums are America's Favorite Fall Flower. 
Colorful — Long-lasting = Fine for Cutting. 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


Hamburg, lowa 


> / Pink Quill This new Mum from Lehman is wanted 


by all who see it. Very large, spidery quilled flowers 4 to 6 inches 
across (larger than pictured) of a delightful shell-pink with deeper 
center. Unique and attractive in the garden and simply marvelous 
for cutting. Makes a very bushy, rounded plant 2 feet tall. 

ing ; 25 
Starts blooming around September 25th Each $1.00 


# Butterecotch A new Kraus masterpiece, was a 
thrilling sight to see here at Hamburg last fall. From mid-September, 
until freezing weather in late October, people who visited our nursery 
were fascinated by its vivid display of color. The first flowers are a 
pure golden yellow. Then, they become a deep golden amber, one of 
the finest of all fall colors. The large 31% to 4-inch semi-incurved 
flowers are borne in profusion on the healthy, 30-inch plants. 


3. Purple Watere ee 


A Lehman creation, is the best 
large flowering purple Mum we know. The perfectly double, 

3 inch flowers completely cover the 2-foot plants from mid-September 
until freezing. Striking in the garden or in bouquets. 


Each 75c 


.S-speciac FREE oFFER! 


- When you order all 3 of the above Chrysanthemums 
» 4. Fro st we send you the New FROSTY absolutely free. 
Y, introduced Spring 1956 by INTER-STATE, worth $1.00. 
Frosty is the finest early incurved white Mum we have ever seen. 


Flowers 4 to 5 inches across. We want you to see how beautiful it is. 
All 4 of these Mums will bloom this fall. 


TOTAL VALUE $ 


All four for just *4PO 


am==ew Postpaid & 
Guaranteed 


INTER-STATE NURSERIES 


Will be 547 E St., Hamburg, lowa 


shipped ((] FREE Catalog C] 1 Butterscotch 75¢ 
' planting ([_] 1 Pink Quill $1.00 [-] 1 Purple Waters 75c 


B instructions. [_] All three Mums for $2.00 pilus New Frosty! Absolutely Free. 
1 Postpaid- 


t Satisfaction $ === amount enclosed. 
gvaranteed 


ormoney NAME 


refunded. 


ORDER STREET OR RFD. 


t SE” OI icine eteeniiaua baeniee STATE 
THEY LAST! You may purchase Mums individually or as a Combination Special. 
a ee ee ee ee ee ee SS RE SS Ge Set ce 





FROM THE 


Preparing Soil and 


Planting Vegetables 


THE EARLY 
BLOOMING wild 
flowers soon will 
be dotting the 
countryside with 
color — dog- 
tooth violets, 
pasque- 
flowers, frit- 
tilaries and tril- 
liums, to men- 
tion only a few—others will be bloom- 
ing shyly in the woodland. 


For the 

western and 

high plains states 
of Mid-America 


y 
Leonard A. Yager 
Montana State College 


Spring in the air stirs the gardener 
into activity. There are many chores 
to do. Dead perennial stalks must be 
gathered, mulches removed, and the 
soil prepared for another season’s 
growth of plants. 


In areas where late spring frosts al- 
ways threaten, it is wise not to remove 
the mulch from perennial plantings 
too early. One of the functions of a 
good mulch cover is to hold back 
perennial plants so they do not start 
too early in the spring. Strawberries 
are in this category—causing them to 
start early induces them to flower too 
early, and consequently the flowers or 
developing fruits may succumb to a 
late frost. Removal of protective soil 
coverings around rose bushes and rasp- 
berry plantings needs to be a gradual 
process, too. 

The soil for the garden area can 
be plowed or prepared as soon as it 
can be worked in the spring. If it is 
a heavy soil, it might have been worked 
up last fall and left to the mellowing 
action of winter frosts. All that needs 
doing now, then, is harrowing and 
raking so that a smooth, level, de- 
sirable-textured seed bed is developed. 
If the soil is of a light nature, it might 
have been left until spring to be pre- 
pared. A generous top-dressing with 


8 


FOUR CORNERS 


manure or other organic matter will 
aid in conditioning the soil. This can 
be applied immediately before plow- 
ing. 

It pays to start the cool-season vege- 
tables as early as possible in the spring. 
Radishes, lettuce, peas, early cabbage, 
spinach, kale, onions and many others 
can be started as soon as the ground 
is ready. Radishes, onions and some 
of the cabbage family crop suffer 
from the attacks of maggots. Dusting 
the rows lightly with five per cent 
Chlordane dust as the seed is sown 
serves to discourage this pest. Cut- 
worms are always troublesome in the 
garden early in the season. The dust- 
ing of the soil lightly with five per cent 
DDT or Chlordane is a common rem- 
edy. 

An old fashioned cutworm remedy, 
always effective, is the use of a poi- 
soned bran bait. An arsenical such as 
Paris green is used as the killing agent, 
molasses to sweeten, and water is 
added to the bran to bring it to a more 
or less crumbly texture. Sometimes the 
molasses is left out of the bait. The 
bait is spread very thinly around the 
garden area on a warm evening when 
cutworms are actively feeding. Plants 
toppled at or near ground level are 
evidence that cutworms are feeding. 
Plants with small, soft, succulent stems 
are attacked. Care must be taken not 
to let the bait lie where it might reach 
the hands of children or be consumed 
by pets—the arsenicals are very poi- 
sonous. 


Heeling In 


Spring is planting time for many 
perennial flowers, and shrubs. If nurs- 
ery plants can’t be planted right away, 
find some corner in the garden where 
they can be “heeled in.” For trees and 
shrubs, dig a slanting trench, open the 
nursery bundles and spread the trees 
and shrubs along the trench—giving 
them plenty of room. Cover the roots 
with moist soil. Tramp the soil well 


around the roots to make sure the 
plants do not dry out. Follow the same 
procedure for herbaceous perennials, 
Since there will not be much top 
growth showing on these, make sure 
they are well enough marked so you 
can find them when you are ready to 
transplant. 

Balled and burlapped evergreens 
can be heeled in also. If the soil ball 
is rather dry, soak it well with water, 
heel in the evergreens in an upright 
position. Do not remove the burlap 
from the soil ball. 


Do not leave any plants too long 
in the heeling-in plot. Try to trans- 
plant trees and shrubs before new 
leaves show much development, and 
transplant herbaceous perennials be- 
fore they show much top growth. 


Using garden pruners, reduce top- 
growth of woody plants to compen- 
sate for loss of roots which always oc- 
curs to some extent when a plant is 
transplanted. Some root pruning may 
be necessary if broken or long dang- 
ling roots are present. Make sure when 
planting that the hole is big enough 
to accommodate roots without crowd- 
ing. Always use good topsoil around 
the newly set plant. Tamp the soil in 
well around it. Make sure no air 
pockets are left at the bottom. Water 
the plant thoroughly as soon as it is 
transplanted. Leave a little depression 
around each plant to help hold the 
water better. 


A Nitrogen Famine 


Often in the spring, nitrogen is at 
a low level. This is especially true if 
the spring is cool and late. Nitrogen 
is very soluble, and much of it is 
leached down to a lower level by win- 
ter moisture. Activity of soil micro- 
organisms in the spring is just begin- 
ning. Many of these organisms use 
nitrogen in their metabolism, causing 
a temporary ebb in the supply of free 
nitrogen. As the season progresses, or- 
ganic matter is broken down and more 
soluble nitrogen becomes available for 
plant nutrition. The appearance of 
yellowish plants at this time of year 
may indicate need for nitrogen fertil- 
izer. If side-dressings are applied, they 
should be put on sparingly, and the 
fertilizer should not touch the plants. 
There are many sources of nitrogen; in 
organic form, the manures, blood 
meal, and organic chemical forms suc 
as urea; in chemical form, many kinds 

(Please turn to page 10) 
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Aerial view of the lovely $200,000.00 home of Spurgeon Pickering, owner of Mondo Grass and Nursery Company, on the beautiful beach of the Gulf of Mexico; 
the entire seven lawns, side-walk shoulders and neutral grounds are planted solidly in Mondo “Grass”, truly one of the most attractive show places of the South. 


NOW IS GOOD TIME TO PLANT MONDO “GRASS” 
BLUE -GREEN 


REQUIRES NO MOWING — MAKES WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL LAWN 


Our Blue-Green Mondo “Grass” is described by the U. S. Department of Agriculture as 
“Ophiopogon Japonicus (formerly called Mondo Japvonicus)’’, technically called ground cover, 
is native to Northern China and should withstand severe degree of freezing; drought tol- 
erant, evergreen, commonly called Mondo “Grass”’. 

It is a “grass” relative to the lily with paper thin blades 1/16” wide. This sod-forming 
EVERGREEN, low-growing oriental genus is currently used by many owners of distinctive 
homes in America for lawn grass. Now we can offer this exclusive Blue-Green Mondo 
“Grass” at popular prices. 

SO HARDY IT CAN BE PLANTED ANYTIME, it is recommended for beautiful lawns 
where mowing is not desired. Blue-Green Mondo “Grass” retains its color the year-’round; 
thrives in shade or sun; extremely hardy, rarely requires watering; fantastically beautiful, 
drooping low to the ground in weeping style year after year. REQUIRES NO MOWING 
AND SHOULD NEVER BE MOWED. 

Guaranteed to withstand severe freezing or money refunded. Ideal for heavy shaded 
areas, dry or wet. FREE folder of testimonials and many photos of Mondo “Grass” lawns 
sent on request. 

Mondo is resistant to diseases; insects and animals will not feed on it. Stops erosion; 
grows compactly, crowding out other grass and weeds; multiplies rapidly, approximately 
100 times (10,000%) first year. Enhances property value. So sensational we expect to 
revolutionize lawn-making. For good coverage first year plant 4” to 12” apart. Numerous 
rooted blades to sprig. 

Planting and culture instructions with each order. Remittance with order. Shipped 
prepaid. MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE; if not completely delighted you may return at 
once for refund. Open account to A-1 rated firms buying 1,000 sprigs or more, FOB, Biloxi. 


ORDER TODAY... 


YOU CAN’T LOSE! 3 monpo GRASS & NURSERY CO. 


= Dept. K.C., Biloxi, Miss. 


Sprigs packed in damp moss. =Please send prepaid .......... Sprigs of Mondo “Grass”, 
Guaranteed to grow or we will replace. stor which 5 enclose $ 
25 Sprigs . : 
50 Sprigs ’ = Name 
100 Sprigs = 
500 Sprigs 
1.000 Sprigs 
5,000 Sprigs or more per 1,000 
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Don't Let Expensive Shrubs 
Wither... Even Die in 


HMeawy 
Soil 


Pennies for Terra-Lite 
will protect the many 
dollars you spend for 


=~ 0 = ee 

Valuable plantings can slowly choke 
and die in heavy soil. But why worry? 
A few pennies worth of Terra-Lite 
vermiculite performs a garden mir- 
acle ... loosens, aerates soil... lets 
roots stretch, breathe. Holds water 
in sandy soil, too! Plants thrive... 
turn deep green again! For example, 
an evergreen worth $20.00 can be pro- 
tected with as little as 10¢ worth of 
‘Terra-Lite vermiculite soil conditioner. 


MUGHO 
PINE 
$7.20 
Terra-Lite 
8¢ 


IRISH 
JUN 

oe) IPER $14.50 
Terra-Lite 154 


FREE BOOKLET.:.tells how one-third 
Terra-Lite mixed with two-thirds soil 
can keep your garden gloriously green. 
As little as $2.35 of Terra-Lite condi- 
tions 200 sq. ft. of soil. 


Terra-Lite 


VERMICULITE 
SOIL CONDITIONER 
Nature's Own Soil Conditioner 


On Sale At Garden Supply Dealers 


Terre-Lite Division | 
Zonolite Company, Dept. F47 l 
135 S. LaSalle St., Chicage 3, fil. 1 
| 
| 


PFITZER 
JUNIPER 
$4.80 
Terra-Lite 
8 


Please rush me free booklet telling how pen- 
nies for Terra-Lite will protect the dollars I 
spend for garden shrubs, flowers, etc. 


ee oe 


(Continued from page 8) 

of nitrogen are available including 
ammonium sulphate, ammonium 
chloride, and ammonium nitrate. Ni- 
trogen is also found in combination 
with phosphates such as the ammoni- 
um phosphates, and is an important 
ingredient of all complete fertilizers. 

Perhaps you have been disappointed 
to find that the stalwart apple tree 
growing in your garden is not the Mc- 
Intosh apple you thought you planted, 
but some crabapple-bearing, misera- 
ble, tiny fruit no larger than the end 
of your little finger. Don’t give up in 
despair—such a tree can be top- 
worked with large fruited, named va- 
rieties. In fact, several different va- 
rieties of apples can be grafted on the 
one tree. The job is done in the spring 
—April is an ideal time—before the 
leaf buds break out. Read a good 
manual on grafting to learn how to 
do it, or ask an experienced orchardist 
or nurseryman in your area to show 
you how. These grafts can be covered 
with polyethylene film immediately 
after being prepared, and this usually 
ensures a high degree of success. 


Let Bulbs Ripen 


Don’t cut away foliage from bulb 
plants after they have bloomed unless 
you intend digging them up and de- 
stroying them. This foliage is neces- 
sary to manufacture food for the 
bulbs, so they can store up energy to 
produce a strong flower and plant for 
next year. Allow foliage to grow as 
long as possible and die down natural- 
ly. This applies to all bulbous plants 
including hyacinths, tulips, and daffo- 
dils. Bulb beds may be overplanted 
with an annual bedding plant such as 
petunias, to hide the unsightly foliage. 

It is never too early to wage war on 
weeds. Fortunately, we have a large 
battery of weapons at our disposal. 
The hormone weed killer, 2,4-D and 
its relative 2,4,5-T are excellent ma- 
terials for the control of unwanted 
brush, poison ivy and many broad-leaf 
weeds. Use them with care in spray- 
ing—their drift can damage many 
valuable plants. Choose a calm day 
for spraying. Make sure no valuable 
plants are in the immediate vicinity 
as even the volatile fumes from these 
chemicals can cause considerable 
damage. Sprayers used for these sub- 
stances become contaminated and 
cannot be used for subsequent garden 
spraying unless very thoroughly 


den use, it’s best to keep a second 
sprayer on hand. 

Where permanent removal of weeds 
is wanted such as along gravelled 
driveways and walks, a permanent 
type weed killer may be used. Ammate 
(ammonium sulfamate) and CMU 
are examples of this latter type. CMU 
is a relatively new product and has 
been found especially effective in the 
control of weeds under greenhouse 
benches. It also has many uses out-of- 
doors. 


Lawn Work, Clean-up, 
Removal of Mulches 


EXCEPT FoR 
the extreme 
north corner, 
early April is the 
opening date for 
the spring plant- 
ing and garden- 
ing season. In the 
far north it gen- 
erally does not 
start until the 
first part of May. The first item on 
the agenda in April in any part of 
the north corner is the annual spring 
clean-up of beds, borders and lawns. 
The winter coverings of leaves and 
hay which have given much needed 
protection to plants during the winter 
must be removed as soon as the wea- 
ther permits, generally early in the 
month. 

It is especially important to remove 
promptly the protective winter mulch 
from beds and places where the 
spring-flowering hardy bulbs are lo- 
cated before they start growing. Tu- 
lips, hyacinths, narcissus, and crocus 
must not be allowed to start into 
growth while still covered. If they do 
they will grow in a twisting manner 
as they work their way upward and 
they will lack the good green color 
so essential to their development. 
Sometimes only a week’s delay in un- 
covering can be disastrous, especially 
if the bulbs are located against a 
building, wall, fence, hedge or land- 
scape planting that traps the warmth 
of the sun and encourages the bulbs 
to start growing exceptionally early. 


Spring Bulbs Can Take It 


Some gardeners are concerned un- 
necessarily when their bulbs start 
growing early in the season and. mis- 


For the 

northern states 

of Mid-America 

by 

Robert A. Phillips 
University 

of Minnesota 
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takenly believe that the coverings are 
still needed because hard frosts can 
be expected during the month. Al- 
though it is not necessary to do a fine- 
tooth combing type of job when re- 
moving the coverings, it is best to re- 
move the main bulk. A little litter may 
be left on the surface of the bed but 
even this is not necessary if a neat ap- 
pearance is highly desired. The spring- 
flowering bulbs are rarely if ever dam- 
aged by spring frosts. They can take 
a hard frost without noticeable injury. 
A stack of hay can be kept to be 
forked quickly over the new growth if 
an exceptionally cold wave should oc- 
cur and remain for several days. 


Early removal of winter protective 
covering is desirable to permit air, 
sun, and moisture to reach the soil 
and plants and to prevent the develop- 
ment of mildew and molds and de- 
stroy those that have started. 

Not too long after the winter mulch 
has been removed the soil may be 
given a light cultivating to loosen and 
aerate it. This also is the ideal time 
to apply a complete commercial ferti- 
lier at the rate recommended by the 
manufacturer of the product used. 


- Attention to Roses 


Tender garden roses should be “un- 
hilled” as soon as the frost is out of 
the soil. The tops generally are killed 
back enough so that when the dead 
parts are pruned out the remaining 
live part is at the right height to start 
the plant off for the season. Usually, 
in our area, only six inches or so of 
the live canes survive the winter. Thus 
winter in the “north corner” auto- 
matically prunes back the canes of 
garden roses to about the right 
amount. Light cultivating of the soil 
and an application of complete ferti- 
lizer will complete the season’s first 
attention to established roses. 


April is the best month for the 
planting of new dormant garden roses. 
They should go into the ground as 
soon as the earth can be worked. Be- 
fore planting a new rose examine the 
tops and root systems for broken and 
bruised parts which should be pruned 
away leaving only firm, healthy canes 
and roots. All canes should be cut 
back to about ten inches but the roots 
should not be reduced in size. Roses 
do best in a fertile, sandy loam soil 
and in a place where they will get at 
least a half day of direct sunlight. 
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Morning sun is preferred because it 
will dispel night dews quickly and 
early in the day thus reducing the pos- 
sibilities of disease spores getting 
started on the foliage. Also, the morn- 
ing sun is not as hot as the afternoon 
sun and flowers last longer and keep 
their color better. Roses should never 
be planted where they receive shade 
from overhead. Shade can come from 
a nearby building, wall or fence but 
not from branches of trees and shrubs 
overhead. 


Method of Planting 


Because of the added winter protec- 
tion obtained, garden roses are 
planted so that the bud union is set 
about two inches below the surface 
of the soil after the planting opera- 
tion is completed. A generous sized 
hole should be dug so that the roots 
may be spread out instead of being 
cramped or bunched into a small 
space. A better planting job can be 
done if the roots are placed over a 
cone of soil in the bottom of the hole. 

In order to get the plant solidly 
anchored, soil must be packed firmly 
over the roots and watered down 
thoroughly so that there will be no air 
pockets. Then soil should be hilled 
over the plants for about ten days to 
prevent the canes from shriveling and 
drying out. This treatment also will 
encourage sprouting of the dormant 
buds on the canes. 

The hilled soil really should not be 
removed until sprouting occurs, nor 
should it be removed on a hot, windy 
or sunny day which would be disas- 
trous to the new growth. Choose a 
cool, cloudy day for the last important 
step in the planting operation. 

The home lawn also comes in for 
some important attention early in 
April as soon as it has dried out 
enough so that it can be walked upon 
without leaving footprints in the sod. 
Then it should be swept with a lawn 
broom to fluff up the turf and destroy 
molds that may have developed dur- 
ing the winter. It is not necessary nor 
even desirable to rake out all the dead 
grass as is so commonly done. Too 
often the lawn is given a hard raking 
with a common steel garden rake, re- 
moving all the dead grass which 
should be left to serve as a mulch for 
the protection of the roots. Also as 
this dead grass decays it will leave a 
small but significant amount of or- 
ganic matter beneficial to the turf. 


(Please turn page §) 
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NOW YOU CAN HAVE 

THE “SECRET TOUCH” nurserymen use 
to grow plants and turf with beautiful dark 
green color. One big secret to this lush 
dark green growth is plenty of iron. 


Lack of iron robs plants of vitality. Leaves 
turn light green or yellowish if not enough 
iron is available. 


Professional growers and nurserymen 
overcome iron deficiency with Sequestrene 
iron Chelates. Now Sequestrene is available 
in home-size packages for the amateur 
gardener who wants professional results. 


Sequestrene corrects iron deficiency— 
helps restore flowers, shrubs, trees and 
lawns to full vigor, create new dark green 


Your garden supply 
dealer has the 

right Sequestrene 
product for your soil. 
See him today. 


available in 4 oz. 
polyethylene bags. 
1 Ib. canisters and 5 Ib. bags. 


ORIGINATORS OF OOT INSECTICIDES 


GEIGY AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS 
Division of Geigy Chemical Corporation 


Saw Mili River Road, Ardsiey, New York 


Agricultural Chemicals, Division of Geigy Chemical Corporation 
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Used Exclusively By Professional Growers 
With Amazing Results—The Revolutionary 


yg JIFFY-POTS 


Now Available For The S 
First Time 
To Home Gardeners in a Colorful Resale Package 


Look for 
This Package 


It’s the POT 
That You PLANT! 


Imported from Norway, the JIFFY-POT is 
@ peat container with plant nutrients 
added. Plant roots grow right through the 
container walls, yield is greater and 
growth more luxurious. Used exclusively 
by professional growers for the past three 
years, home gardeners can now grow their 
plants with equal skill. Excellent root 
. aeration is provided with up to 50% faster 
Sara and heavier growth. 
Marigolds do ptionally 
well in JIFFY-POTS 


i Now Everyone Can 


Have a “Green Thumb” 


You get professional results with the tried 
and proven JIFFY-POT — your seeds and 
plants grow better because— 


@ Never stunted or “root-bound” 


r 






@ No transplanting shock ee 
®@ Plant food in pot walls At Leading Garden, florist, 
@ Sterile hardware, dep’t, variety and 
® Roots grow through pot walls 1c stores. 24 Size 214" 
<< © Provides better root aeration JIFFY-POTS for 

Tomatoes and similar vege- © Less watering required 

tables thrive and produce ® Plant pot and all ¢ 

earlier in sturdy, sterile 

JIFFY-POTS. 







Hardware, Garden, Dep’t, Variety and 10c 


Exclusive 
Stores please contact: 


Florists, Nurseries, Seed Stores and Garden 


Sales Centers please contact: 
STO-COTE PRODUCTS MFG. CO. GEO. J. BALL, INC. 
1461 W. Fullerton Avenue; Chicago 14 Agents West Chicago, Illinois 





You'll ENJOY 


Power Gardening with the Di line. 
POW. a - BOY Terra Cotta 6 


accent pieces for 





garden or home a 


DURABLE coLtorruL | 


Contemporary and traditional oo 
styles available. 


- 





Tills any soil to 6” deep, 17” wide; chops 


weeds up fine. Cultivates any desired 
depth to 6”. Knife-edge non-wrapping steel 
tines, 2%, 3 or 3.6 hp. gasoline engine. 
Buy POW-R-BOY with Tiller now, add 
rotary, reel or sickle-bar mower, sprayer, 
power burro, other accessories, as needed. 
Change implements in one minute without 
tools. Mail coupon today for details, with- 
out obligation. . 
Bird Bath 
#781 


The Petite Rondo 
#855 


For descriptive booklet and price 


HAHN, INC., Dept. FG, Evansville 12, Ind. 
Rush information about POW-R-BOY. 


BIE Cenievncanencsnsnayupteentqnectimmemmmerscactinpmanantee list, write Dept. R 

mane DENVER 
om_______________ | TSRRA COTTA CO. 
OE nnn ences ems oer enneennenenemnnmrnr nore socenenecenne 135 Tejon Street * Denver 23, Colorado 
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The planting of dormant trees and 
shrubs is started in April and cop. 
tinues into May. April also is the time 
for the planting or transplanting of 
evergreens. 


Hardy Flowers, Shrubs 
Need Early Planting 


THE OLD say- 
inc “the early 
bird gets the 
worm” applies to 
gardeners as well 
as to birds. Those 
who get an early 
start save them- 
selves a lot of 
worry and 
fretting later on. 
They will also probably save them- 
selves some money spent for plants. 


St 


For the 

eastern states 

of Mid-America 

by 

Victor H. Ries 
Ohio State University 


| On the other hand, those who try to 


rush the season in putting out tropical 
plants early usually have to do it over 
again. 

There is always a question as to 


| just what the right time is. It is fairly 


easy to determine this by digging up 
some soil. After you squeeze it in your 
hand, does it crumble or stay in a 
solid clod? If it stays in a clod, it is 
probably because it is too wet. 

Dormant trees, shrubs and _ vines 
should be planted as early as possible 
even though you may plant them a 
month later and still have them sur- 
vive. If they have been stored over 
winter in nursery storage sheds or 
cellars rather than being fresh dug 
from a nearby nursery, there is all 
the more reason to plant them early 
to enable them to get started and es- 
tablished before hot, dry, summer 
weather. Balled and burlapped trees, 
shrubs, and evergreens, although a 
little more adaptable to transplanting 
than bare root plants, will benefit from 
early planting. The farther south you 
live the more important it is to get 
an early start. 

The increased use of nursery stock 
grown in cans lengthens the planting 
season. Even though your root system 
is intact in the can, though, early 
planting will be slightly better than 
later planting. 

Seed Planting 

Seeds of hardy flowers, even though 
they will germinate and grow in early 
summer, will have a little better 
chance if sown now and will give you 
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considerably larger plants by fall. On 
the other hand, annual flowers which 
are slightly tender and subject to frost 
damage should not be sown until a 
couple of weeks before the average 
date of last frost. Hardy annuals, how- 
ever, (those that normally self sow), 
can be sown out of doors now and 
will give bloom early this summer. 

Gladiolus are usually planted much 
later than they can be. For a long 
season of bloom start planting them 
as soon as the ground can be worked 
and make additional plantings about 
every ten days. Continue this up until 
late June, or if you have time for them 
to bloom before frost, they may be 
planted even later. 

Ground cover plants are usually 
planted in rather difficult locations 
where other plants would have trouble 
growing. The earlier you can trans- 
plant ground covers such as peri- 
winkle, Japanese spurge, and English 
ivy, the better chance they will have 
to become established before hot, dry 
weather. 

Wild flowers, especially ferns, should 
be moved as early as possible, if you 
are transplanting them from some area 
where they are going to be destroyed 
or from your own woods. The reason 
for this is that the tree and shrub 
roots usually present in shady areas 
always take more than their share of 
nutrients and moisture from the soil 
and seriously handicap late planted 
wild flowers. 

Checking Drainage 

April is a good time to check your 
garden to see if there is some area 
that needs installation of agricultural 
drain tile to carry the extra moisture 
off to a lower level. Even hillsides may 
be wet and soggy and require drain- 
age. Using four inch tile with the lines 
18 inches beneath the surface and 25 
feet apart will do an amazing amount 
of draining. You will only need one 
inch of drop to 100 feet of line of tile. 
Of course the lines must lead into a 
ditch or some other drain to carry 
the excess water away. Don’t worry 
about their removing usable water that 
will be needed by the plants later 
in the season. They only carry away 
surplus. And unless it is a line of tile 
that has water running through it 
almost continuously you will have little 
if any trouble with tree and shrub 
roots getting into the tile. 

The moles will be starting their 

(Please turn to page 14) 
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FOR A LIFE- 


YEWS TIME OF BEAUTY 


Voted the best evergreen by the 

American Nurserymen’s Association 

HATFIELD YEW—Upright, compact, rich green 
HICKS YEW—Best Evergreen for Hedges 
SPREADING YEW—Margin of Plantings 
$1.75 per 10 $16.00 per 100 


Well Rooted—Easily Grown 


Not less than 10 of each variety. Orders of 
$3.50 or over Postpaid. Orders under $3.50 
add 25. 

Write for complete list which includes older 
stock, Rhododendrons and Azaleas. Directions 
with every order. No C.O.D. 


PINE GARDENS 
49 Pine Avenve Milton 86, Mass. 
Specialists in Yews for over 35 years 








WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL TREE 
BLUE 
SPRUCE 


A truly wonderful 
offer: lovely 3 vear 
old trees . . . extra FOR 
blue . . . extra fine. 

The peak in hardi- ONLY 
ness, charm and 
. beauty. Nursery $100 
y tion guaranteed. Send 
~@ cash, we pay post- 

age. Gift of Imported 10 for $2.50 
1 Bulb with every or- 25 fer $5.00 
der. No C.0.D.’ 


proven planting in- 
GARDEN MART, 1 Dept A-59, Des Moines, la. 


Structions. Satisfac 








from America’s First Supplier of Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Nationally 


At, LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. 
NOW AT NEW LOW PRICES! 


It Drives Out Crabgrass and Summer Weeds — 


Stays a Rich Green in 


Hottest Driest Weather 


— Goes Weeks without Rain or Watering 
No More Seeding and Weeding, Your First Investment is Your Last! 


Meyer Z-52 Zoysia, with its dense turf, 
drives out crabgrass and weeds, stays a rich 
green in hottest driest weather when other 
lawns are burned out and unsightly. Will 
go as long as 6 to 7 weeks without rain or 
watering, yet show no signs of aonmaiae. 
Will not winter kill, never requires resee 
ing. Stays a brilliant green all spring and 
summer, until heavy frost. 


As it spreads you can cut many plugs and trans- 
plant them to other parts of your lawn. With a 
small investment you build a complete Zoysia 
lawn. 


Completely Winter Hardy—grows luxuriantly where 


Zoysia Matrella, Emerald Zoysia and other south- 
ern strains will not. 


NOT A “TRADE NAME" PRODUCT 


j | 

LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. | 

et Bengal — — Dept. M-132, Vienna, Virginia | 

recommended by the U. S$. Dept. | Please ship me genuine, guaranteed Meyer Z-52 Zoysia | 

ef Agriculture. Grown from planting ee ainaaasttinnnncrhineietioetccienis $ 5.95 Postpaid | 

cock ehtcined Grecity Som U.S. OO 5) 168 Plugs SEINE ccsiisisanonseneiiia $ 8.45 Postpaid | 

Sa GEE ON cere $14.95 Postpaid | 

of Agriculture Exp. Station, Beltsville, O 300 Pi a Pi $17.45 Postpaid | 

ies, Goud bm cobeiielen. | UGS & Phugger .....seoeeenneen d P 

» | ©) 1000 Plugs & Plugger ........$35.00 F.O.B. Vienna, Va. | 

> | West of Miss, River, add 80¢ per 100 plugs for extra shipping cest. I 

, E RiCES si (Highest Quality, Heavy Duty, Step-On Plugger) I 

or write for illustrated folder ! i ceases .. enclosed (Sorry, No C.O.D.’s) 

Acknowledgment will be sent | i 

upon receipt of order {| NAME -_. nS 

Shipment will be made immedi- |! NN ee eee 

ately at earliest planting time for | 
your area, about May Ist. Na - 20NE.......... CURDS sche nai ms 


TO UNSERN RSP APE I Eg Rea te RRS 


ee se ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe ee eee ee oe oe 


Set out large pre-cut plugs, and they spread 
to cover completely, driving out weeds, 
crabgrass and old lawn grass. Dept. of ‘Agri- 
culture tests prove that it grows well in any 
soil where other grasses do poorly, clay, 
sandy and subsoil. Now planted on golf 
courses, race courses, estates and many 
thousands of home lawns. Does not grow 
high, requires much less mowing. 





These are largest size pre-cut PLUGS, not ‘Material 
for Sprigging.”” The Department of Agriculture does 
not recommend “‘Sprigging" by the homeowner. 


_ 
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foraging about now. It’s simple to 
get rid of moles by killing their food, 
which consists mostly of grubs and 
earthworms. One half pound of 50 
per cent Chlordane applied to 1,000 
square feet will keep them away for 
five years or more. However, it takes 
time for it to work into the soil, so 
expect no results for at least three 
months. Dry Chlordane can be mixed 
and put on with fertilizer, or mixed 
with water and put on with a water- 
ing can. Emulsions are also available 
which can be diluted and put on with 
a watering can. 

Many other pests will be preying 
on your gardens from now on and it 
is your job as a gardener to know 
just which one is causing the trouble 
and what the best control is for that 
particular pest. With all of our garden 
clubs and garden magazines it is 
amazing how many gardeners never 
stop to think whether or not they are 
using the proper control. 


Dusts and Sprays 


A chemical designed to control in- 
sects will usually be of absolutely no 
value in controlling a plant disease 
and vice versa. Today we have many 
new chemicals which our grandpar- 
ents, or even our parents, never heard 
of. Some of the chemicals that you 
should learn to know are DDT, Chlor- 
dane, Lindane, Malathion, and Ara- 
mite. 

Plant diseases have another group 
of chemicals for their control. Again, 
many of these are relatively new. 
Those most commonly used are Fer- 
bam (also called Fermate), Captan, 
and for mildew, Mildex (also called 
Karathane). Sulfur is still used for 
some diseases, although it does burn 
foliage when the températures get up 
in the high 80’s. Bordeaux mixture— 
partly because of its discoloration of 
foliage, partly because of its stunting 
effect on plant growth — has been 
largely replaced by Ferbam and Cap- 
tan. 


Unless you live in a well populated 
area with a well stocked garden store, 
you may have difficulty in purchasing 
some of these chemicals. They can 
be ordered from some of the mail 
order seed and nursery concerns. 
Today the home gardener is turning 
more and more to what are called 
all-purpose materials. These will be a 
mixture of one or more chemicals to 
control insect pests and one or more 
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chemicals to control plant diseases. 
Probably rose growing has done more 
to develop these all-purpose combina- 
tions than any other one form of gar- 
dening. It is usually easier and cheaper 
to purchase these all mixed than to 
try to buy the individual components 
and mix them yourselves. One of the 
most popular combinations consists of 
Ferbam, sulfur, DDT, rotenone, and 
Aramite. Another is Captan and Mala- 
thion, with one or two things added. 

Each gardener is confronted by the 
question of whether he should apply 
these dry as a dust or wet as a spray. 
It is up to you to decide. In general, 
if you use a good dust gun that holds 
at least a quart of dust and has an 
extension tube at least three feet long, 
you will find that dust application 
is easy and fast. Small units with a 
pump or plunger are usually more 
nuisance than they are worth. There 
are on’ the market today some crank 
operated blower outfits that are good, 
but they also need an extension tube 
to give good coverage near the ground 
and under the leaves. One of the big 
advantages of dusting is that you buy 
your dust already mixed and you keep 
your gun loaded. You merely take it 
off the shelf or hook in the garage 
and start applying it whenever the 
foliage is dry. Using dry materials, 
the dust gun should last until you 
step on it or back the car over it. 

Spraying is a little more of a nuis- 
ance. You have to mix the spray 
material fresh each time since it de- 
teriorates when in solution or sus- 
pension in water. You have to stop 
and thoroughly clean your sprayer 
after use for some of the materials 
are more or less corrosive. The water 
is heavy so that there is more weight 
involved. And unless you have a com- 
pressed air or a motor driven outfit 
it is usually necessary to call for help 
to do the pumping. In spraying you 
have to be sure that the materials you 
use are “wettable” (designed to be 
mixed with water). 

Spraying More Effective 

Spraying does have an advantage in 
that it is sometimes more effective if 
carefully and thoroughly done, than 
is dusting. But the average gardener 
will find that a thorough spraying job 
really takes patience, far more than 
dusting. 

A few pests that you should start 
controlling this month include slugs 
or snails. These are not difficult to 











control. Use a prepared bait contain. 
ing Metaldehyde. It is sold under 
various trade names. There is also a 
dust available in some sections of the 
country containing a mixture of Metal. 
dehyde and Chlordane. This not only 
gets the slugs but gets sow bugs (pill 
bugs) and ants. 

Ants alone are easy to control by 
dusting with five per cent Chlordane 
or spraying the area where the ants 
are with Chlordane. Both slugs and 
sow bugs do a tremendous amount of 
damage to seedlings, tender young 
growth of plants, and even older 
plants, but they are all too seldom sus- 
pected. Both are usually worse if 
there is a little shade or plenty of 
trash for them to hide under. Once a 
month application from now through 
the summer should keep your garden 
pretty well free of them. 


April Attention 
To Lawn Program 


APRIL CAN BF 
one of the most 
active months in 
the garden. As 
usual, the various 
garden duties 
overlap season- 
wise in this re- 
gion. Therefore, 
I urge you to 
read each 
month’s new program and then study 
the previous month’s recommenda- 
tions and work your program accord- 
ingly. This is certainly true for the 
many activities at this season of the 
year. 

Lawns—Lawn programs can easily 
occupy most of the gardener’s time 
during April. Those who use winter 
grasses interplanted with the perma- 
nent turf should use extreme care to 
manage properly to prevent any un- 
necessary damage to the permanent 
turf. Many people plant annual rye or 
Italian rye (Lolium multiflorum) in 
order to maintain a beautiful bright 
green lawn in winter. The most com- 
mon lawn grass in this section is Ber- 
muda grass (Cynodon dactylon) which 
tolerates the winter grasses. The cul- 
tural requirements and responses of 
the two grasses are very much alike. 
The important thing to remember is 
to continue the basic operations of 
mowing, feeding and watering. 





For the 
southern states 
of Mid-America 


y 
Robert H. Rucker 


Texas 
Technological College 


(Please turn to page 16) 
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Now choose the kind of lawn best for you 


Lawn research has proved 

the need for three types of 
lawns. The choice should depend 
upon your need and the 


care you plan to give 


When you go out to buy your spring needs of lawn seed, you will find 
that Scotts research has prepared a choice of three for you — three 
blends, each for a different purpose. You will want one, or possibly 
two of these around your home. Utitity P tay Lawn for sure where 
grass has to take punishing wear from active youngsters and pets. 


Maybe your yard doesn’t get that kind of traffic... then select FAMILY 
LawN to give you a dressier lawn—one that takes family use in stride. 


Perhaps your need is dress-up grass that’s shining green, lovely in tex- 
ture, jewel-like...then choose Picture Lawn, Scotts Deluxe Blend. 


These three Scotts blends of lawn seed are now packaged for easy selec- 
tion. The picture on the box tells you how to choose the exact lawn you 
need. Whichever blend you choose, you get the best in lawn seeds — 
quality that has kept Scotts famous in seeds for 86 years . . . seed that is 
99.91% weed-free and warranted to grow. Sure success—SUN or SHADE. 


Select the seed you need at your local Scotts dealer. He has the three 
blends, tailored for your climate zone. 98c, $1.49 and $1.98. 


Family Lawn Picture Lawn Play Lawn 


wear resisting grasses for choice grasses that make the quick, rugged cushion of the 


N 
MILY LAW 
_ GRASS SEED 


avv © 1957 0 m SCOTT & SONS 
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durability plus good looks. ultimate in lawn elegance broader bladed grasses .. . 
Thrives on poor soil or good, ... the neighborhood show gets along on almost any soil 
needs only moderate care place condition 


Would you like to receive Lawn Care, the reports our research department 
prepares 5 or 6 times a year? A postcard will bring you a free subscrip- 
tion, mail delivered. O M Scorr & Sons, Plum Street, Marysville, Ohio. 
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(Continued from page 14) 

The rye grasses have a tendency to 
make large clumps that will shade out 
the permanent lawn grass. Regular 
mowing to a height of two inches will 
prevent this, and the winter grass will 
actually serve as a “nurse crop” dur- 
ing the severe weather. During the in- 
termittent periods of warm days this 
month, the winter grass grows vigor- 
ously and good lawn management 
must be practiced. 


These grasses normally die out, if 
annual, or are absorbed, if perennial, 
by the permanent lawn grass as it be- 
gins to grow. In many areas the an- 
nual rye is killed by chemical methods 
in order to make way for the perma- 
nent grass. This process can be an ef- 
fective weed control measure and also 
provide fertilizer to start the lawn off 
early in the season. April is the time 
to do this—apply ammonium sulphate 
at the rate of four pounds per 100 
square feet of lawn area. This ma- 
terial should be left on the surface at 
least 24 hours before any moisture is 
applied. Best results in killing weeds 
and foreign grasses will be obtained if 


Folks 
€ : more from Eclipse 


EASY STARTING 


3 starting methods: rope, recoil 
and electric. Either way — Eclipse 
starts right off ! 


Easy Terms! Low as 


$350 per Month * 


® Based on average 
dealer finance 
plan—10% down. 


just naturally 


the chemical is applied on a warm 
sunny day. 

This material is toxic to annual rye 
grass and will eliminate it also. There 
may be some burning or browning of 
the young Bermuda grass tips, but 
they will soon recover. The stimulus 
given the permanent grass will result 
in a lush growth of dark green foliage. 
Regular watering and mowing will 
make a heavy rug-like turf. Personal- 
ly, I prefer to let the clippings remain 
on the grass as much benefit comes 
from the build up of this humus ma- 
terial. 


Mowing Tips 


A word on mowing might be in 
order. Regular height of cut is very 
important, and I prefer one and one- 
half to two inches of cut and, of 
course, regular cutting to prevent a 
“hay mown” look after each mowing. 
The use of a rotary type mower vs. a 
reel-type mower is one of individual 
preference. For mowing of rye, a ro- 
tary mower must be kept very sharp 
to prevent white streaks from appear- 
ing in the lawn. The white streaks are 
a result of the green color (chloro- 


mowing more pleasant. 


QUIET OPERATION 


Low-tone muffler (most models) 
reduces engine noise — makes 


phyll) being beaten out of the grass 
blade tips by a dull mower. Some 
gardeners have been alarmed over 
this, but as the problem is purely me- 
chanical, it is easily controlled. 


Planter Boxes — April is a good 
month to get window boxes, both in- 
side and outside, in readiness for 
spring and summer color. These boxes 
were known to our grandmothers as 
“window boxes” because they were al- 
ways placed in, on, or near a window 
to catch the light. The plants were 
nearly always a collection of ferns 
which were all the vogue then. Now, 
as then, window boxes still provide 
many happy hours for our “senior 
gardeners.” They are a “natural” for 
our contemporary house and garden 
designs. The materials can be of many 
types. As to size, the boxes should be 
at least eight inches wide, 12 to 15 
inches deep, and any convenient 
length. If the boxes are to be moved, 
they should be designed in a size for 
easy handling, or equipped with 
casters or rollers. 

The soil should be prepared espe- 
cially for the type of plants to be 

(Please turn to page 61) 


expect (and get! 


EASY HANDLING 


Adjustable “Natural Grip’ ® 
handles and balanced design 
reduces user fatigue. 


. . - and lowest "per year" cost | 


ILLIONS of families have learned 
through the years to expect more from 
an Eclipse than from ordinary mowers. 


Feature for feature comparison shows some of 
the difference. But owner reports tell an even 
greater story: whether you have a reel, rotary 
or sickle bar mower, if it’s branded with the 
Eclipse name, it simply mows better and costs 
less to own per year! 


Write for free folder, ‘How to select your power mower.” 


THE ECLIPSE LAWN MOWER CO. 
DIV. OF BUFFALO-ECLIPSE CORPORATION 


4775-B RAILROAD ST. - 


PROPHETSTOWN, ILL. 
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DOGWOOD 


Queen of F 


by Herschel W. Weber, Missouri 


FEW GARDEN PLANTS are as truly 
American or as deeply loved and ap- 
preciated as flowering dogwood. From 
Massachusetts to Florida, then west to 
the Great Lakes and to Texas, dog- 
wood blooms wild in the woods in 
early spring. Picturesque sprays of 
white flowers, set on delicate branches, 
unfold just as the leaves of other forest 
trees are partially out. The effect is 
much like an Oriental print, yet truly 
American. 


It is no small display you'll see as 
you drive through the woods when 
dogwood is blooming. The white of 
the dogwood blends delicately with the 
pink of redbud, the light red of young 
maple leaves and the soft green of 
other young leaves—then all is deeply 
accented by the dark green of red 
cedar. 


Mid-America, April, 1957 


This pageant of dogwood, lovely 
and wild, starts in early April near 
the Gulf and as the season progresses, 
moves north through the wooded, 
mountain areas of northern Georgia, 
Tennessee and Kentucky. By the sec- 
ond or third week of April this great 
spring show has raced through the 
Ozarks to reach the Missouri River. 
And just as the season is moving up 
the Mississippi and Missouri valleys 
of the Midwest, so, too, is the season 
advancing up the Appalachian forests 
of the East. 

Along the West Coast, another spe- 
cies of dogwood, similar to the flower- 
ing dogwood of the East and Midwest, 
but larger, blooms among the forest 
trees of California, Oregon and Wash- 
ington. 


Just as dogwood dominates the 


Individual dogwood blossoms 
are set on delicate branches. 
In the center of each blossom 
is the cluster of tiny real 
flowers. 


owering Irees 


spring show in the woods, so, also, 
does it serve as a basic framework for 
many spring garden compositions. 
Whole brightened by its 
blossoms. In Savannah, Georgia, dog- 
wood blends with the pink of azaleas 
to turn the city into a wonderland of 
beauty in early April. In Atlanta a few 
days later great sections are bright 
with dogwood. 

Farther north at Quincy, Illinois 
(but here in early May), 


cities are 


beautifully 
shaped dogwood trees in white and 
pink reach out from lawns and gar- 
dens to give the city new charm. 


Not Petals at All 
Flowering dogwood is a small, 
graceful tree about 15 feet high, rarely 
going to 30 feet. Branches are set in 
horizontal tiers in a manner that turns 


(Please turn to page 56) 
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of Flowering trees 


This large specimen of mimosa (also called silk tree), is growing in 


Sarcoxie, Missouri. 


MIMOSA 


Tuts story is about the mimosa 
tree and how much I like it, but let 
me lead up to it gradually. I want 
you to know why I think it is the 
flowering tree that has performed best 
for me. 


When I was a boy, the catalpa and 
black locust were the only flowering 
trees which received any attention in 
our state and neither was very satis- 
factory. As a child, I always enjoyed 
apple blossom time, and could hardly 
wait until the 500 apple trees in our 
orchard burst into bloom. The per- 
fumed loveliness lasted unspoiled for 
many days—for orchard pests and bad 
smelling sprays had not reached our 
region yet. 
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is up and coming! 


So, 25 years ago when I decided 
to set out some flowering trees in the 
rather extensive yard around my home, 
I chose the flowering crabapples. Since 
most of them were advertised as having 
double blossoms, I reasoned that fruit 
would be scarce and never a nuisance. 
Unfortunately, I forgot that all sorts 
of orchard pests had long since reached 
our area and that spraying of fruit 
trees several times a year had become 
a necessity. Too late to turn back, I 
ordered several flowering crabapple 
trees, a flowering cherry, and a flower- 
ing peach. 

The flowering cherry did not like 
our climate and soon died. The flower- 
ing peach grew and flourished for 








by George H. Marshall, Kansas 
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several years, but in the height of its 
splendor, curculio and borers declared 
war upon it. Despite our efforts to 
save it, removal was necessary. Chlor- 
dane was then unknown. One of the 
crabapples brought its disease, cedar 
rust, and in spite of all recommended 
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the wi 
remedies, it too gave up the ghost. §y 
The other crabs were made of sterner 
stuff and have continued to function. i 
For two or three weeks in the spring, = 
their beauty is breathtaking, but you §'"SS ' 
pay for it. Before the petals open, you while 
must spray. Spray again as the petals § "ees 2 
fall. If you intend to use the fruit. 9 l-do n 
several more sprays must be applied Per! 
at intervals. And to do a tip-top job bothir 
one should apply a lime sulphur spray | 
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when the tree is dormant. As if all 
this were not enough, the trees I 
happened to select turned out to be 
prolific fruit bearers. In late summer 
this makes almost daily raking neces- 
sary if you want to stay proud of 
your lawn and discourage flies. 


Magnolia Is Tidy 


I am sure you will not blame me, 
then, for deciding on flowering trees 
which do not make fruit bearing such 
a prominent part of their annual rou- 
tine. I found one such tree in Mag- 
nolia soulangeana. This tree seems to 
be perfectly hardy in this region. Its 
summer foliage resembles that of its 
aristocratic relatives. It develops its 
buds during the summer, and by fall 
has literally hundreds of them wrapped 
in warm fur coats that protect them 
through the winter, even though the 
temperature falls below zero. But alas! 
Mother Magnolia gets impatient and 
cannot wait to display her blossoms. 
So at the first hint of spring, the little 
fur coats are unbuttoned and the beau- 
tiful blossoms are exposed to the spite- 
ful blasts of winter. What would have 
been a thing of beauty often becomes 
a nightmare of ugliness. But because 
sometimes this does not happen, I shall 
not dispose of my two magnolias, nor 
do I care for any more. 


Next I tried the native redbud 
Cercis canadensis) which in this re- 
gion becomes a real tree if given half 
a chance. It, too, blooms before the 
leaves appear. Its beauty, like that of 
the magnolia, sometimes is ruined or 
fails to appear because of delayed cold 
weather. Last spring the weather was 
just right and our trees gave us three 
weeks of real loveliness before a de- 
layed freeze destroyed the blooms. Also 
destroyed were the seeds that were 
starting to form. If they had succeeded 
in surviving, the black pods would 
have provided enough ugliness through 
the winter to cancel the loveliness of 
early spring. They would also have 
caused a great deal of extra work in 
lawn and garden because of the seed- 
lings that spring up everywhere. So, 
while I shall keep my three redbud 
trees and enjoy their transient beauty, 
ldo not care for any more. 





Perhaps by now you think that 
nothing in the shape of a flowering 
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tree is likely to please me entirely. 
Such is not the case. I have a flower- 
ing tree that fills my demands very 
satisfactorily. That tree is the mimosa, 
or more correctly the Albizzia juli- 
brissin rosea. 

This tree, while commonly called 
mimosa, is said by botanists to be 
much more closely related to the 
acacia than to the true mimosas. But 
since the acacia is related to the 
mimosa, and since the word mimosa 
stems from a Greek word meaning 
“actor” or “mimic,” there is no reason 
why we should not call it by its com- 
mon name even though its nearer rela- 
tives are acacias rather than the sub- 
tropical true mimosas. The tree is an 
actor, for its lovely fern-like leaves 
close at night and when it rains. They 
are also slightly sensitive to touch, 
though not so much so as the leaves 
of the common sensitive plant of our 
meadows, a distant relative, the blos- 
soms of which its blossoms greatly 
resemble. 

Now, why have I chosen the mimosa 
for my favorite flowering tree? In the 
first place it would be beautiful as 
a tree even if its blossoms were lack- 
ing. The fern-like leaves give it a 
distinctive beauty unmatched by any 
other tree of this region. Then, because 
of their delicacy and persistency in 
holding on to the branches, they cause 
no summer litter on the lawn and need 
no raking in the fall. Their pink 
powder-puff blooms are plentiful, and 
when they fall leave very little litter. 
The blooming period is extremely long 
for a flowering tree in the North Tem- 
perate zone and lasts from late May 
or early June into August. 

Unlike the other trees I have men- 
tioned, the mimosa seems to have a 
real weather sense. In the first place, 
it remains absolutely dormant until 
spring is far enough advanced to re- 
buff freezing weather. In the second 
place, it puts on its leafy garments 


ANTS IN YOUR LAWN? 


Getting rid of ants in the lawn 
is sometimes a problem. One ef- 
fective way is to cover each hill 
and several inches surrounding it 


with a five or six percent chlor- 
dane dust or with chlordane gran- 
ules. After applying the insecticide 
soak the area with water to drive 
the chemical into the nests.—H. 
Gleason Mattoon 








before it decorates them with its flow- 
ers. Then, too, its light green leaves 
come out slowly at first like so many 
little scouts sensing the weather. When 
mother Mimosa is assured that every- 
thing is all right, she surprises you 
some morning by being fully clothed 
in soft light green. In late May or 
early June, she begins to put on her 
decorations which consist of a prac- 
tically unlimited supply of delicate 
pink flowers which have just a sug- 
gestion of perfume. At first these half- 
spherical beauties are more or less 
scattered throughout the branches, but 
as summer advances, their number in- 
creases until the tree becomes a mar- 
velous object of pink and green beauty 
and continues to be so for a period 
of more than two months. 

Remember that I have not said that 
mimosa, Albizzia julibrissin rosea, is 
a perfect flowering tree. Such a tree 
is yet to be found. What I am saying 
is that the mimosa is the flowering 
tree which has performed better for 
me than any other flowering tree I 
have tried. I wish it made fewer seed 
pods, but I am glad that its pods 
keep the color of the tree until late 
in the fall and leave the tree gradually 
through the winter. 

It is no fault of the tree that we 
happen to live near the northern bor- 
der of its possible habitat, but if we 
wrap it carefully through its first few 
winters it resists cold weather as suc- 
cessfully as do most of our flowering 
trees and shrubs and needs no artificial 
protection. My own trees have taken 
some zero weather nearly every year 
for more than 20 years and have 
suffered no damage whatsoever. 

It is usually trees under four years 
of age that may freeze when they are 
not properly wrapped. Even then the 
roots do not freeze and if the stem 
is cut off level with the ground a new 
tree will arise and grow faster than 
the original tree because of its abun- 
dant roots. Undoubtedly, the mimosa 
is another tree gradually going north. 
Less than 30 years ago it was unknown 
in this vicinity. Now, it is becoming 
more popular every year. 

While the mimosa grows rapidly 
from seeds, the purchase of a three 
or four year old tree is a much quicker 


way to get enjoyment of its beauty. 
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Information 
about climate, soil, 
hardiness to guide you... 
Keep the chart 


for future reference 


choosing the 
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BEST BROAD-LEAVED 


by L. R. Quinlan, Kansas 


Tue kinps of broad-leaved ever- 
greens you can grow in your yard 
are influenced by the climate of the 
area, the character of the soil, and 
the amount of protection and care 
you are willing to give your plants. 

Learning the adaptability of plants 
to your climate is often difficult. Some 
firms do not specify in their catalogs 
the range of hardiness of their plants. 
Most nurseries, however, will inform 
you whether or not certain plants are 
adapted to your area and will give 
cultural methods for their best growth. 
The “Zone Guide to Broad-Leaved 
Evergreens for Mid-America” on page 
22 will help you to know the plants 
that will grow in your locality—pro- 
viding, of course, that other conditions 
of soil and protection are met. 

Climate may vary greatly in your 
own yard. This climate in your garden 
and around your house is often re- 
ferred to as a “micro-climate.” Know- 
ing the importance of this small 
climate may mean the difference be- 
tween success and failure to grow your 
favorite broad-leaved evergreens. 


In a protected inside corner on the 
north side of your house, the tem- 
perature on a hot day may be 10 
to 20 degrees cooler and have 15 to 
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20 per cent less evaporation, com- 
pared to a south or west side. Like- 
wise this same area, if protected from 
the cold northwest winds, may be 
eight to 12 degrees warmer in the 
winter than a directly exposed area. 
If plants growing in such a corner 
were mulched properly, the soil would 
be warmer in winter and cooler in 
summer. 

The commercial fruit grower uses 
another principle to save his crop— 
that is, air drainage. If the plants are 
in raised beds, or if the rest of the 
garden is lower, the cold air will drain 
away, eliminating a frost pocket. The 
area with such conditions has a 
micro-climate all its own with an 
environment ideal for growing the 
broad-leaved evergreens. 

The degree of soil acidity is im- 
portant to the growth of plants. Most 


. ornamental plants grow well in a 


slightly acid to neutral soil. Some 
plants, however, may be retarded by 
either a highly acid or highly alkaline 
soil and may, in some cases, be killed. 
The degree of acidity or alkalinity of 
the soil is indicated by the soil 
chemist’s symbol pH. A strongly acid 
soil is indicated by pH 4.5; a neutral 
soil by pH 7; and a strongly alkaline 
soil by pH 9. 






EVERGREENS 











Soil may be tested for acidity with 
a small home testing kit. For an ac- 
curate test of all major soil nutrients 
a sample may be sent to your state 
agricultural college or county agr- 
cultural agent. A soil anaylsis indicates 
the quantities and kinds of chemicals 
needed to bring the soil to the desired 
pH value. 

Special Requirements 

Most broad-leaved evergreens have 
characteristics that are quite different 
from other types of ornamental plants. 
These evergreens require protection 
in the winter from the direct sun and 
cold drying winds. It is also important 
that there be an abundant supply of 
soil moisture. 

It is easy to see why winter dryness 
may damage broad-leaved evergreens, 
for they have the same amount of 
foliage surface in the winter that they 
do in summer. Since the leaves are 
subjected to rough treatment from 
the winter weather, such as alternate 
freezing and thawing, and _ high 
evaporation when the leaves are not 
frozen, it is essential that they have 
winter protection. Winter wind not 
only injures the foliage by its drying 
effect, but also may break small 
branches and leaves when they are 
frozen. 
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Mid- 


Some evergreens survive better in 
the northern part of mid-America than 
they do in the south. This is because 
ihe plants are usually covered with 
gow and are well protected from low 
mperatures and damaging winter 
sun. 

The broad-leaved evergreens, in 
order to grow well, must be kept away 
from trees with shallow roots such as 
oft maple, American elm, hackberry 
and poplars. However, the large needle 
evergreen trees, as well as the broad- 
leaved evergreen trees, provide ideal 
protection and do not rob the shrubs 
of food and soil nutrients. 


Variety of Uses 


The broad-leaved evergreens add 
great interest and winter color to al- 
most any landscape planting. Their 
use in foundation plantings and near 
terraces is most effective. 

In large yards, where a naturalistic 
effect is desired, the broad-leaved ever- 
greens contribute more to the beauty 
of the area than any other group of 
plants. In a yard where a natural 
woodland effect is wanted trees be- 
come the framework for the overall 
composition. Their spreading branches 
and towering heights protect the 
plantings below from the hot sun. 
Trees may be placed in irregular 
fahion in the outer portion of the 
yard, leaving the center open for the 
lawn. In the sunny areas between the 
trees, a few small needle evergreens 
could be planted to give weight and 
form to the lawn area. This leaves the 
shady areas and bays for the planting 
of large masses of broad-leaved ever- 
greens. These plantings tie the com- 
position together to give interest and 
character to the whole design. Still 
more beauty can be had by placing 
the shrubs in sweeping graceful 
curves, taking special care to relate 
them in some sequence of foliage, 
texture and pattern. 

For a pleasant variation in color of 
flower and season of bloom, do not 
overlook the possibility of planting 
some of the deciduous shrubs either 
as backgrounds for the low broad- 
leaved evergreens or to face down some 
of the taller ones. Mockorange, pearl- 
bush, and flowering dogwood always 
are splendid background plants for 
evergreen azaleas and other low ever- 
greens. The Japanese and Mentor 
barberries and some of the low 
cotoneasters look at home with the tall 
evergreens. 

(Please turn page §) 
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Some common broad-leaved evergreens that do not 
require a highly acid soil 


American Holly 


Spreading Evonymus 


Scarlet Firethorn 


Chinese Holly—variety ‘Burford’ 


Oregon Grape Mahonia 


Common Boxwood 
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Plants that grow best 
in slightly acid to slightly alkaline soil (pH 6 to pH 7.5) 


Common Name 
Glossy abelia 
Wintergreen barberry 
Littleleaf boxwood 
(several varieties) 
Common boxwood 
(many varieties) 
Garland flower 
Longleaf elaeagnus 
Thorny elaeagnus 
(many varieties) 
Wintercreeper 
(many varieties) 


Spreading evonymus 
(many varieties) 
Evergreen evonymus 
(many varieties) 
English ivy 

(many varieties) 
Evergreen candytuft 
Glossy privet 

(many varieties) 
California privet 

(many varieties) 
Box honeysuckle 
Privet honeysuckle 


Southern magnolia 
Oregon grape mahonia 
Leatherleaf mahonia 


Creeping mahonia 
Nandina 


Japanese pachysandra 
Chinese photinia 
Oriental photinia 
Tobira pittosporum 
(many species and 
varieties) 
Common laurelcherry 
Scarlet firethorn 
(several varieties) 
Live oak 
Japanese viburnum 
Leatherleaf viburnum 
Common periwinkle 


Bigleaf periwinkle 


Adam’s-needle yucca 
Small soapweed 


Common Name 
Inkberry 

Mountain laurel 
Bog laurel 
Dropping leucothoe 
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Botanical Name 


Abelia grandiflora 


Berberis julianae 


Buxus microphylla 
Buxus sempervirens 


Daphne cneorum 


Elaeagnus macrophylla 


Elaeagnus pungens 


Evonymus fortunei 


Evonymus kiautschovicus 


(patens) 
Evonymus japonica 


Hedera helix 


Iberis sempervirens 


Ligustrum lucidum 
Ligustrum ovalifolium 
Lonicera nitida 


Lonicera pileata 
Magnolia grandiflora 


Mahonia aquifolium 


Mcahonia beali 
Mahonia repens 


Nandina domestica 
Pachysandra terminalis 
Photinia serrulata 
Photinia villosa 


Pittosporum tobira 


Prunus laurocerasus 
Pyracantha coccinea 


Quercus virginiana 


Viburnum japonicum 
Viburnum 

rhytidophyllum 
Vinca minor 


Vinca major 


Yucca filamentosa 
Yucca glauca 


Height 
5’-6' 
5’-6’ 

- 
3’-25' 
8-10” 
4’.6' 
3’-15' 
vine 

to 35’ 
shrub 
to 5’ 
6-8’ 
5'-8' 
vine 

to 25’ 
6"-8" 
8-30’ 
6’-18' 
4'.6' 
6-18” 
70'-90' 
3'-6' 
6-12’ 
6”"-8”" 
6’-8' 
8-10" 
12’-35' 
8’-12' 


6’-10' 


8’-10' 
6’-15' 


40’-60' 
5'-6' 


6'-9' 
46° , 
6"-1 0” 


1-2’ 
18-20” 


Soil 

clay loam 

light loam 

clay loam 

clay loam 
sandy clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 


clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 
clay loam 
clay loam 
clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 


clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 


moist clay loam 
sandy clay loam 
sandy clay loam 


sandy clay loam 
sandy clay loam 


Plants that grow best 
in strongly acid to medium acid soil (pH 4.5 to pH 6) 


Height Soil 


Botanical Name 
Ilex glabra 

Kalmia latifolia 
Kalmia polifolia 
Leucothoe catesbaei 


6’-10' 
to 10’ 
2’ 
6’ 


moist clay loam 
peat, clay loam 
peat, clay loam 
peat, clay loam 


Zones 

$2-S4 partial shade 
2-4 partial shade 
2-S4 winter shade 


2-S4 winter shade 


$1-2-S3-4 full sun 
$2-S4 full sun 
$2-S4 full sun 


2-S3-4 partial shade 


2-S3-4 partial shade 
$2-S4 partial shade 
$1-2-$3-4-S6 shade 


$1-2-S3-4-S6 full sun 
$2-S4 partial shade 


$2-S4 partial shade 


$2-S4 partial shade 
$1-2-S4 partial shade 
$2-S4-full sun 


All zones—partial 
shade 

$2-S4 partial shade 

All zones—full sun 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 


$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 
2-4 full sun 


$2-S4 full sun 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$1-2-S3-4-6 shade or 
partial shade 

$2-S4 shade or partial 
shade 

$1-2-S3-4 full sun 

$1-2-S3-4 full sun 


Zones 

1-2-SE4 sun or shade 
1-2-SE4 sun or shade 
1-5-6 sun or shade 


$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 


This guide list gives just some 
of the broad-leaved evergreens 
suitable to Mid-America, and 
the zones where they are best 
adapted. 

Most ornamental plants may 
be grown outside their desig. 
nated zones if special care is 
given them against adverse 
conditions. Plants that are 
planted west and south of their 
recommended zones should re. 
ceive protection from the hot- 
test sun and summer winds, 
Plants that are planted north of 
their limits of growth should 
receive protection against ex- 
tremely low temperatures and 
winter winds. When plants are 
moved to zones that receive less 
rainfall, they must be watered. 





Planting in Groups 


An important way to gain interest 
in plantings of broad-leaved ever- 
greens is to plant them in rather large 
groups. In this way they appear more 
natural and create strong and beauti- 
ful color effects when in bloom. One 
plant of each kind in groups gives a 
hodgepodge effect. It is also an ad- 
vantage to have them grouped accord- 
ing to their cultural needs which will 
cut down on maintenance costs. Then, 
if necessary, a certain kind that needs 
special care can be sprayed, fertilized 
or mulched at the same time. 


As there is a wide range in size and 
texture of the foliage of broad-leaved 
evergreens, some care should be used 
to avoid planting coarse leaved plants 
with extremely fine textured ones. For 
example, boxwood or Japanese holly 
with their fine texture do not harmo- 
nize with the coarse textured foliage 
of leatherleaf viburnum or rhododen- 
drons. These groups, with their wide 
range in textures, would have more 
interest if separated by wintergreen 
barberry, littleleaf euonymus, azaleas, 
or plants with similar character. The 
same care could be used in selecting 
plants with regard to their harmony 
of color of flower and proper scale 
in the size of plants. 


Those home owners who have not 
tried to grow many of the broad- 
leaved evergreens first should learn 
the soil, climate and cultural require- 
ments of the various types before 
plants are ordered from the nursery. 
It will be found to be a real challenge 
in gardening. 
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Mountain pieris 
Japanese pieris 


Carolina rhododendron 


Pieris floribunda 
Pieris japonica 


Rhododendron 


caroliniana 


Catawba rhododendron Rhododendron 


Rosebay rhododendron 


Keisk rhododendron 


Hinju azalea 


§mirnow rhododendron 


catawbiense 
Rhododendron 

maximum 
Rhododendron Keiskei 


Rhododendron obtusum 


Rhododendron 


Smirnowii 


peat, clay loam 
peat, clay loam 
peat, clay loam 
peat, clay loam 
peat, clay loam 


peat, clay loam 


peat, clay loam 


peat, clay loam 


$1-2-4 shade or 
partial shade 

2-4 shade or partial 
shade 

$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 

$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 

$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 

$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 


$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 

$1-2 shade or partial 
shade 


Plants that grow best in medium acid to neutral soil (pH 5.5 to pH 7) 


Common Name 
Bearberry (Kinnikinnick) 
Common camellia 
(many varieties) 
Sasanqua camellia 


English holly 
(many varieties) 
Chinese holly 
(many varieties) 
Japanese holly 
(many varieties) 
American holly 
(many varieties) 
Yaupon 


Japanese privet 
Holly osmanthus 


Canby pachistima 
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Botanical Name 
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 
Camellia japonica 


Camellia sasanqua 
Hex aquifolium 
Ilex cornuta 

Ilex crenata 

Ilex opaca 

Ilex vomitoria 


Ligustrum japonicum 
Osmanthus ilicifolius 


Pachistima canbyi 


1957 


Height Soil 


8” 
3’-25' 


3’-20’ 


to 40’ 


9’-10' 


to 20’ 


to 50’ 


to 25’ 


8-18" 
8’-18" 


6-12" 


sandy loam 
sandy clay loam 


sandy clay loam 
sandy loam 
sandy loam 
sandy loam 
sandy loam 
sandy loam 


clay loam 
clay loam 


clay loam 


Zones 

1-3-5-6 full sun 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$1-2-SE4 winter 
shade, summer sun 

$1-2-SE4 winter 
shade, summer sun 

$1-2-SE4 winter 
shade, summer sun 

1-2-SE4 winter shade, 
summer sun 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

$2-S4 full sun 

$2-S4 sun or partial 
shade 

1-2 shade or partial 
shade 


Letters denote: 


N—north 
S—south 
E—east 

W—west 


Garden Gadgeteor 


Have you a favorite gadget you have 
made? Describe it briefly and send a 
sketch if one is necessary. We pay from 
$2 to $5 for each idea accepted. Ad- 
dress FLOWER & GARDEN Maga- 
zine, Mid-America Bldg., Kansas City 
11, Mo. 


Have you ever had a large tree 
growing in your lawn, so useful for 
shade, yet with roots bulging up out 
of the sod, making it impossible to 
mow cleanly near the tree? How many 
times have you done hand clipping on 
your knees to finish the job? We have 
such a tree. 


The acreage we bought in Indiana 
two years ago has an old homestead 
with a lovely shade tree, old and wide- 
spreading. I solved my problem by 
making an outdoor planter around 
this tree. Each time I went to the 
creek that runs through our meadow, 
I carried up field stone of the flat lime- 
stone ilk. I built a nine foot circle 
about the tree, fitting the stones until 
they made a neat wall two feet high. 
This I filled with compost and rich 
garden soil. 

Early blooming bulbs, hardy Eng- 
lish ivy, caladiums and geraniums 
were my first adventure. They re- 
quired frequent watering which 
seemed to agree with the tree for its 
foliage was lush. This year, in place 
of geraniums I plan to embed my pots 
of tuberous begonias between the 
caladiums, leaving the ivy to fill in 
permanently near the tree. I am eager 
to see the little ferns unkink here and 
there that I started last year in this 
planter. 

When our rural neighbors come to 
get acquainted with us my planter is 
a conversation piece.—Evelyn V. Buts, 
Indiana. 
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DOORWAYS: 


WITH THE pROFUsSION of horrible, 
or at best trite, examples of doorway 
plantings to be seen at every glance, 
there is no intention on my part to 
cite the wrong things to do in land- 
scaping these areas. While it may be 
true that we learn from a bad ex- 
ample, I have no intention of rubbing 
salt in an already open wound. 

The doorway of almost any home is 
the most prominent feature of the 
facade. Almost equally true is the fact 
that the door, by reason of its loca- 
tion, becomes a prime feature of the 
landscape scheme of any property. 

Family, visitors and strangers pass- 
ing by see this important landscape 
feature more than any other. If we 
will recognize this fact, then it is time 
to delve into the simple solutions 
which present themselves. 
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Moraine locust—sugar maple—red oak 

Taxus media—mugho pine—dwarf Pfitzer juniper 
Climbing rose 

Perennials and annuals 

Vinca—English ivy—Daffodils 


entrance or exit to beauty? 


by Jack Siebenthaler, Ohio 


Doorways need to be inviting in 
order to be in keeping with our mode 
of living. Every attempt should be 
made to make the doorway seem 
friendly. Since the entrance to the 
home is the first real contact which 
a visitor has with the resident, this 
feeling of friendly invitation becomes 
increasingly important. 

Hand in hand with the invitation 
offered by a handsome entrance is the 
feeling of comfort which can come 
from a well placed shade tree or 
canopy to shield from sun and rain. 
A feeling of protection from the ele- 
ments is further evidence of friend- 
ship proffered by the resident. 

Seasonal attraction, whether it be 
the cheery brightness of yellow daffo- 
dils in the spring or the brilliance of 
mums in the fall, can be a healthy 


stimulus to the well-being of the visi- 
or, be he a bill collector or a close 
relative. The sudden flutter of a 
startled cardinal or nesting robin in 
a nearby evergreen is a sure way to 
waken us again to the wonders of na- 
ture. 

The fourth consideration comes un- 
der the heading of easy maintenance. 
Certainly a well thought out scheme 
is no better than its practical applica- 
tion. The prospect of a hard clean-up 
job in the garden is not tempting to 
the weary office worker home for the 
day. 

Several themes of doorway planting 
present themselves for consideration— 
the intimate or garden type of plant- 
ing which provides a great deal of in- 
terest (see sketch number 1), the more 
expansive planting which tends to en- 
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hance and frame the door area (see 
sketch number 2), and the informal 
or unbalanced planting which easily 
combines features of the first two types 
(see sketch number 3). 

In sketch number 1, the use of a 
fence (white board, post and rail, or 
other) effectively provides both inter- 
est and a widening effect to the front 
picture. Several considerations men- 
tioned above are combined here. The 
shade tree, flowering materials, and 
easy-to-maintain ground covers all 
merit thorough study. 

Sketch number 2 illustrates the sym- 
metrical use of materials with a feel- 





Dogwood—American holly—dolgo crab 
Boxwood—taxus media—Green Island holly 
Taxus media—Pfitzer juniper—mahonia 
Tubs of annuals or foliage plants 

English ivy—pachysandra—daffodils 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
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ing of informality achieved through 
the use of informal plant materials. 

In sketch number 3, an informal 
appearance is achieved by the free 
form layout of the front bed area com- 
bined with plants which carry out the 
informality. The semi-formal arrange- 
ment between walk and house can be 
justified by the window arrangement. 

An important point to be recog- 
nized is the possibility of easy and 
effective use of accessory materials 
such as tubs or pots (sketch number 
2), boulders (sketch number 1) and 
lamp posts (sketch number 3). Inter- 
est is the keynote of any planting. Cer- 


%. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
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tainly plant materials can be en- 
hanced by judicious use of these ac- 
cessories. 

A great deal has been written and 
spoken about keeping plantings in_ 
scale with a certain style of architec- 
ture, and along with this — keeping 
them in accord with the style. This, 
of course, has many too many aspects 
to delve into here. 

There is no set rule. Consider the 
architecture but do not necessarily be 
bound by it. Every example should be 
treated independently and a sincere 
effort made to enhance the architec- 
ture. 


Danube ash—Norway maple—flowering crabapple 
Blackhaw viburnum—sweetbay magnolia—upright taxus 
Sargent’s juniper—vinca 

Leatherleaf viburnum—American holly—upright taxus 
Grandiflora or floribunda roses 
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Fertilizer is a key 

part of the gentle art of 
lawn keeping 
give your lawn a tonic 


. . Now’s the time to 


LAWN MAKING 


made easier 


Got A NICE-LOOKING HOME with a 
lawn that’s an eyesore to the neigh- 
bors? Chances are, you don’t give 
Mother Nature the boost she needs— 
frequent and high mowings, timely 
soakings, a seeding when necessary, 
weed control and fertilizer. 

All of these practices are important, 
but fertilizer gives the biggest return. 
It sounds like more work, but actually 
a little “scientific” lawn care can take 
the backache out of yard work—and 
help you realize a splendid lawn be- 
sides! 


by R. L. Balser, Missouri 


“A better lawn sounds good,” you 
say, “but fertilizer means more trips 
with the mower, and mowing is not 
my favorite recreation.” True, but 
don’t overlook the fact that a properly 
fertilized lawn means a vigorous turf 
that withstands wear without constant 
pampering and reseeding, and too, 
proper fertilization can help eliminate 
your annual tussel with weeds! 

But first, before the homeowner 
spirit prompts you to head for the 
nearest fertilizer store, consider what 
the lawn needs. Plants need a good 


A cyclone seeder is a handy tool for spreading pelleted fertilizer such as ammonium nitrate. 
For even distribution, divide fertilizer into two portions and spread half lengthwise and 
half crosswise. Spread when the grass is dry. 


diet, just the same as race horses or 
Michigan tackles. Animal diets are 
grouped under the headings, Proteins 
Fats and Carbohydrates. Plants use 
these foods, too, but they manufacture 
their foods from basic elements jp 
the soil. 
N, P,and K 

Three of these plant foods are 
needed in good supply for vigorous 
and healthy lawn growth. The three. 
classed as major elements, are nitro. 
gen, phosphorus and potash (N, P 
and K). In varying combinations they 
make up the commonly available com- 
mercial fertilizers. 


Of these three plant foods, the one 
credited with adding the most beauty 
to your lawn is nitrogen. It promotes 
abundant dark-green foliage, and re- 
sponse to this nutrient is rapid. 


Another first-string performer—al- 
though not a major plant food—is 
lime. It plays several key roles. It 
assists in making elements more avail- 
able to plants, especially phosphorus. 
It supplies calcium, another needed 
element. And it counteracts soil 
acidity, which hinders lawn growth. 


In tackling the job of applying 
these principles to practice, many lawn 
improvers have arrived at a formula 
such as this: 10 to 20 pounds per 1000 
square feet of a complete fertilizer 
such as 8—24—8 (8 per cent N, 24 
per cent P and 8 per cent K), in fall 
or very early spring; 4 pounds per 
1,000 square feet of ammonium nitrate 
fertilizer in early spring, and 4 more 
pounds six weeks after the first nitro- 
gen application. 


There is a fairly scientific way to 
find out the specific needs of your 
particular lawn —a soil test. A soil 
sample for testing is obtained by tak- 
ing plugs three inches deep from eight 
to ten places well distributed over the 
lawn. Mix these plugs in a bucket and 
measure out a half-pint sample. The 
county agricultural extension agent 
in your county is one man who can 
give you details on performing a soil 
test. 


When and How 


“O. K.,” you say. “I know what i 
needed, but when and how should 
this fertilizer be applied?” The ap 
plication of a complete fertilizer should 
be made in the fall (September) of 
very early spring (March). This tim- 
ing will favor the desirable grasses— 
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bluegrass, fescue and bent—and dis- 
courage weeds such as crabgrass. Fol- 
lowing this treatment with one or two 
straight nitrogen applications will keep 
these desirable grasses growing vigor- 
ously into the summer months. 


As for application, several methods 
are open to the homeowner. ‘There 
are a number of made-to-order lawn 
spreaders—handy tools for applying 
lime and complete fertilizer. You 
simply set the indicator at 8, 10 or X 

unds of material per 1,000 square 
feet, fill the hopper and take off across 
the lawn. Just as a straight furrow 
depicts a good farmer, a uniform 
spreading pattern is the sign of a 
master lawn spreader. Be sure the 
spreader paths mesh so no tell-tale 
strips appear. (If you’re not in the 
mood to buy a spreader, you can 
generally find one to beg or borrow 
in most neighborhoods. ) 


Another tool for spreading lawn 
fertilizer is a cyclone seeder. This in- 
strument is handy for applying am- 
monium nitrate or other pelleted fer- 
tilizers. It is wise to split your fer- 
tilizer rate into equal portions and 
spread half lengthwise and half cross- 
wise. This will previde more uniform 
spread and will eliminate the pos- 
sibility of streaks in your lawn. Spread- 
ing by hand offers another means of 
applying fertilizer, and the same rules 
as above are in force. 


Both of these spreading methods 
present a common problem—gauging 
the spread so that the proper amount 
of fertilizer falls on the intended area. 
Here are three suggestions that may 
aid you if you are faced with this 
problem. First, weigh out the desired 
amount of fertilizer for 1,000 square 
feet. Next, step off a 1,000 square 
foot area, preferably a square about 
32 by 32 feet (roughly 11 by 11 
paces). Then, see how evenly you can 
spread this amount of fertilizer on 
the area described. You may wish to 


How Much Fertilizer and Lime to Use 


(Per 1,000 square feet) 


Per Acre 
LIME 2 tons/acre 


COMPLETE 
FERTILIZER 


430 Ibs./acre 


AMMONIUM 175 \bs./acre 


NITRATE 
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make a few “practice runs” on the 
driveway to perfect your spreading 
ability. 


The Other Rules 


The gentle art of lawn maintenance 
must not be overlooked if your earlier 
efforts are to bear fruit. Here are a 
few pointers: 


Do not mow too close. Set your 
mower high, and mow often. It is 
possible to cut a lawn as high as the 
lawnmower can be set and still achieve 
a uniform appearance (the main ob- 
ject of mowing). Too many well- 
established lawns have been ruined 
by close mowing, which reduces plant 
vigor and encourages disease. (This 
does not apply to bent grass lawns.) 
Incidentally, clippings can be left on 
the ground unless they smother the 
grass. 


Water is essential. Water when the 
grass begins to suffer, but when you 
water, soak thoroughly. Frequent light 
sprinkling often does more harm than 


TIME 
For Each 
1,000 Square Feet 


90-95 Ibs. Fall or 
Very Early 
Spring 

10 Ibs. 


Early Spring 


Six Weeks After 
First Nitrogen 
Application 


4 lbs. 


If you have no 
spreader, weigh 
out the desired 
fertilizer for 1,000 
square feet and 
spread evenly 
over that area. 
Use a “guess-and 
by-gosh” method 
on the driveway 
to perfect your 
spreading ability. 


good. No matter how dry the weather, 
watering once a week should be ade- 
quate for most lawns. 

Loosening aids the lawn. A hollow- 
tined fork used to separate the soil 
is helpful in softening up hard spots 
and allowing water to penetrate. 


Weed and insect control is another 
story, but it follows that a healthy 
lawn (properly cared for) will be less 
susceptible to the common pest prob- 
lems. As an example, in areas where 
crabgrass is a serious pest, the lawn 
keeper can do much toward retarding 
crabgrass growth by adequate fer- 
tilization and then by clipping the 
lawn high—at least 2% inches. Long 
clipping may prevent crabgrass growth 
entirely. 


It appears that even on good soils 
a lawn requires work and care. But 
your own experience should prove that 
the best lawns are not a result of ad- 
ditional back-bending but rather a 
product of the most thoughtful ap- 
plication of good lawn practices. # 


Lawn Feeding Timetable 

TREATMENT 

Amount per 1,000 
Sq. Ff. 


Material 


Lime 
Complete 
Fertilizer 


100 Ibs. 
10 to 20 Ibs. 


Ammonium Nitrate 


(Nitrogen) 4 lbs. 


Ammonium Nitrate 


(Nitrogen) 4 Ibs. 








“Seed frames are so simple, a child can 
make them.” The author’s nephew, Jimmy 
Bill Rolf, is nailing the boards together to 
make a rectangular bed. 


“A lath cover to fit the seed frame is con- 
venient.” 


“Label, with a marker, each packet of seed 
planted. Include the planting date and the source 
of seeds.” 


“A burlap bag slips over nails on the board at 
the back. A lath along the front edge gives it 
weight to hold it in place.” 
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so easy a child can do it ., 


how to start perennials ~ 
from seeds 


by Olga Rolf Tiemann, Missouri 


IF ONE HAs the time, the space and 
the inclination, growing perennial 
plants from seeds is the most inex- 
pensive way to obtain a splendid and 
valuable assortment for landscape pur- 
poses and for a cutting flower garden. 


Not all perennials will grow true to 
variety from seeds. Those that have 
been hybridized will vary more than 
seedlings from species. However, this 
variation is interesting and of con- 
siderable importance for it could be 
the start of some fine new varieties. 

Some seeds require hot weather for 
germination, others abundant mois- 
ture, and others may require a period 
of very cold temperature. Some vari- 
eties germinate easily when sown as 
soon as ripe, but have very slow or 
unsatisfactory germination when 
planted later. 


Most perennial seeds can be sown 
outdoors in late winter and very early 
spring. This means any time from early 
March on, when the ground is frost- 
free and dry enough to be worked. 
What a help it is to the gardener to 
have the seeds in the ground before 
spring garden work becomes too 
rushed. Such plantings, as a rule, need 
little if any artificial watering. The 
plants have fully two more months 
of growing time compared with June 
planting. Late frosts are seldom severe 
enough to be harmful to the little 
plants. They will often be large enough 
to reset before hot weather comes. 
Some of the more ambitious varieties 
may bloom the first year if weather 
conditions are favorable and the grow- 
ing season not too short. Here in north- 
west Missouri, we can count on blos- 
soms from achillea, anthemis, coreop- 
sis, delphinium, gaillardia, lychnis, 
myosotis, platycodon, anchusa, for- 
mosanum lilies and pyrethrum the first 
season. Many perennials bloom the 
second year from seeds. One must wait 
three years or more for the slower ones 
to bloom. 


Provide a Frame 
A seed frame is essential for success. 


" 
as 


It can be much more easily protected! 
from the elements, shaded and watered 
than when seeds are sown in rows iff 
the open ground. A frame is so simp , 
to construct that even a child a 

enough to handle a light hammer of 
drive a stake can build one. Four 
boards, six to eight inches wide, nailed” 
together and/or staked in place, are 
needed to make a rectangular bed. 
The frame may be any length desired, 
but the width should be a “comfort- 
able reach,” around 30 to 32 inches, 
for one must reach across many times 
during the processes of planting, weed- 
ing, cultivating, and inspecting. Choose 
a sunny location in a spot convenient 
for watering and frequent inspection. 
If there is any question of good drain- 
age, the bed should be built up several 
inches higher than the surrounding 
ground level. If one has a great many 
seeds to plant, several frames may be 
necessary. On the other hand, for only 
a few packets, the bottom can be 
knocked out of a fruit lug, and used 
in the same way as a larger frame. 

Soil texture is important. Spade the 
bed to a depth of ten to 12 inches. 
Add a two-inch layer of humus in 
the form of compost or peat moss, and 
a half-inch layer of sand. Mix this 
well with the soil in the bed. If the 
soil is dry, use the sprinkling can or 
hose to saturate it to a depth of five 
to six inches before planting. 

During wintry weather, for your 
own comfort, select warm, sunny days 
for planting. Use a board on edge to 
make rows four inches apart. Label 
with a marker each lot of seeds 
planted. Include date planted and 
source of seeds. Very large seeds may 
be planted about an inch deep; me- 
dium-sized ones a half-inch deep. Tiny 
seeds need only enough soil to cover 
them from sight. After the planting is 
finished for the day, sprinkle the rows 
gently with water and put a burlap 
sack over the frame. The sack can be 
held in place by slipping it over nails 
placed on the top edge of the board 
at the back of the frame. A lath fas- 
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“Columbines should be in every garden. 
Grow them from seeds.” 
tened to the front edge of the burlap 
will hold it down. 

Covering with Lath 

A lath cover the same size as the 
frame is very convenient to have at 
hand. Space the laths their own width 
apart. The lath cover is used when 
the burlap sack is thrown back. It 
admits shifting sun and shade which 
small plants like and at the same time 
keeps out dogs, cats and fowls. 

The burlap sack should be left on 
while the seeds are germinating. They 
will not all germinate at the same 
time, but by replacing the burlap with 
the lath frame on a cool or cloudy 
day when most of the seeds are up, 
the plants will not become leggy or 
spindly. Strips of burlap may be placed 
directly on the soil over the rows that 
are slow to show germination. The 
strips must be removed promptly at 
the first signs of sprouting seeds. 


The soil surface must be kept moist 
(but not soggy wet) while the seeds 
are coming up. If the rains fail, a 
sprinkling can or hose should be used, 
always gently, in order not to disturb 
the young plants. Attend to this during 
the morning hours to prevent damping 
off. After the plants are up, the rows 
can be mulched with rotted straw or 
partially decayed leaves to conserve 
moisture. 


There is almost no end to the kinds 
of perennials that one can grow suc- 
cessfully from seeds. Columbines 
(aquilegia) are rather short-lived, 
but by planting seeds one can have 
dozens of plants to brighten the border 
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or to cut. The long spurred hybrids 
may grow three feet tall and bloom 
in soft, lovely colors. Clematiflora hy- 
brids, without spurs, may be blue, pink, 
rose, or white. There are dwarf vari- 
eties of columbines and fully double 
ones. If a plant opens exceptionally 
lovely blossoms, and one desires more, 
seeds may be allowed to develop, and 
those seeds planted in a frame just 
as soon as ripe. If moisture conditions 
are watched and the frame is kept 
properly shaded, they will germinate 
promptly and make fine plants before 
winter. Seeds can also be planted the 
following spring. 

Delphiniums, too, are short-lived. 
It pays to keep seedlings coming on 
to replace the casualties. The seed 
loses vitality rather rapidly if it is not 
kept cool. The best germination occurs 
when new crop seed is planted as soon 
as mature. If this is not possible, quite 
satisfactory germination follows spring 
planting. In addition to the very large 
and tall hollyhock and Pacific hybrid 
strains, the smaller Chinese delphini- 
ums are very desirable. Delphinium 
belladonna and D. bellamosum can 
also be recommended. 

Members of the Campanula family 
come readily from seeds sown in early 
spring. Campanula glomerata, usually 
blue, but sometimes white, has blos- 
soms packed in tight clusters at the 
top of the plant. C. persicifolia, up to 
30 inches tall in blue or in white in 
both single and double varieties, is 
a general favorite. C. rotundifolia, the 
true Bluebells of Scotland, is shorter 
with showers of dainty bells on slender 
stems. Occasionally a plant with pure 
white bells will appear in a row of 
seedlings. C. rapunculoides is almost 
too willing to grow. Unless one has 
plenty of space, this one had better 
be eliminated, if it appears to grow 
too freely, for it can become invasive. 

Platycodon, the balloon flower, is 
a good germinator, and grows fast 
from early spring sown seed. A row 
of mixed seedlings will show most 
interesting and delightful variation in 
color — blue, white, lavender, white 
with purplish veins, in both single and 
semi-double forms. One can also grow 
lovely shell pink ones from seeds. 
Platycodon ‘New Alpine’ is supposed 
to grow only five inches in height, 
but will top that by several inches in 
good soil. 

Clematis in varieties is 
another interesting plant to grow from 
seed. If there is a 


several 


difference in 


“Campanula persicifolia thrives and blooms in 
my gorden.” 


recta and C. manchurica, 
I have not been observing enough to 
note it. Both grow three to four feet 
tall, bush form, and have fragrant 
white blossoms followed by seed 
clusters that are almost as showy as 


the flowers. C. 


Clematis 


integrifolia has similar 
seed clusters, but the spreading bells 
of rich blue are entirely different. 
Seeds of clematis vine varieties are 
available. 

‘Basket of Gold’ alyssum (Alyssum 
saxatile) germinates best if seeds are 
sown as soon as mature. They may 
also be sown in early spring with good 
results. Painted daisies (pyrethrum) 
bring color to a garden and cut well. 
Plants from seeds are easy and supply 


these needs. 
(Please turn page $) 


“Jack-in-the-pulpit (Arisaema triphyllum) 
may be grown from seeds.” 
? 

a 





“I grew this Physostegia from seed.” 


“Mertensia virginica—a lovely native plant 
to grow from seeds.” 


There always seems to be a need 
for more baby’s-breath plants to give 
a lacy effect to the border and to 
use as fillers in bouquets. Seeds are 
listed of several kinds. Gypsophila 
repens is low and long in bloom, 
white to blush-pink. G. paniculata 
is single white. Its variety ‘Double 
Snowball’ will give a fair percentage 
of fully double flowers like miniature 
snowballs. G. Oldhamiana_ blooms 
from August through October with 
clusters of white to pink tinted blos- 
soms. 

Oriental poppies come easily from 
seeds. They will open gorgeous big 
blossoms in orange, scarlet, brilliant 
red, pink, and more rarely, white. 
The glaucum or horned poppies are 
treasured for their glaucous, lobed 
foliage both in the garden and in 
vases. 

One can grow specimen plants of 
hardy hibiscus, the mallow marvel, 
from seeds. They are shrub-like in 
appearance with large flower-bowls 
in white, pink and crimson. Physos- 
tegia with white and lavender blossoms 
can boast of a host of common names 
—false dragonhead, lady of the lake, 
lion’s heart, obedient plant, and ac- 
commodation plant. It is a long-lived 
perennial that is very satisfactory when 
grown from seeds both for garden use 
and to cut. Digitalis ambigua is a de- 
lightful perennial foxglove with soft 
yellow flowers marked with brown. 

Dictamnus is commonly known as 
burning-bush, fraxinella, dittany, or 
gas-plant. Although it is rather slow 
growing, one feels well repaid for 
patience when its white blossoms ap- 
pear. There is also a_ rose-colored 
variety. Add dictamnus to the list to 
be planted in the cutting garden. 

One catalog lists seeds of 20 varieties 
of hardy dianthus, the garden pinks. 
You cannot go wrong trying some of 


“These gaillardias, grown 
from seeds in my garden, 
as were all of the other 
plants in the pictures, 
thrive among daylilies 
and other perennials 
along one of my garden 
paths.” 


these perfumed beauties from seeds, 
One can hardly feature a garden with. 
out shasta daisies, irises, feverfews, 
coreopsis, or gaillardias. Procure seeds 
of these, plant them carefully, and ex. 
perience thrilling new gardening 
triumphs when the plants bloom. 

Seeds are available of anchusas, 
thalictrums, verbascums, hardy sweet 
peas, yucca, helleborus (the Christmas 
rose), and veronicas. Do not hesitate 
to plant seeds of Tulipa dasystemon, 
scillas, and crocus. Your joy will know 
no bounds when your first seedlings 
of primulas, liliums, hemerocallis, 
eremurus (foxtail lilies), or 
stemons bloom. 

A splendid list of native plants can 
be grown from seeds—timber phlox 
(Phlox divaricata), Ruellia ciliosa, 
spiderworts, bluebells, (Mertensia 
virginica), Jack-in-the-pulpit, Mis- 
souri primrose, polemonium, baptisias, 
Thermopsis caroliniana, butterfly- 
weed (Asclepias tuberosa) , and violets 
—to name a few. 

If some lots of seeds show no 
germination, it is well not to disturb 
the rows for at least another season. 
They may eventually come up. A num- 
ber of the true lilies show no above 
ground growth until the second year, 
but little bulblets will be developing. 
Some failures are bound to occur. Be 
very slow to lay the blame on the seeds 
even if the seedsman’s suggestions for 
planting as printed on the packet or 
in his catalog have been faithfully 
followed. It is much more probable 
that something else interfered such as 
unfavorable moisture or temperature 
conditions. The seeds may have been 
planted too deep, or too shallow, or 
at the wrong time of year. Seeds of 
some varieties can be very temper- 
amental. Let each failure be a chal- 
lenge. Obtain another packet of seeds 
and try again! * 


pen- 





Hybridizers are transforming these 
hardy native prairie and mountain 
flowers into beauties for 


Midwest gardens. 


PENSTEMON 


flower with a future 


by Glenn Viehmeyer, University of Nebraska 


One of the vigorous, showy new hybrid “pents’’—so new 
you won't find it for sale anywhere. But before long 


you'll have this and many more! 


Tuts 1s A story of plants and of 
people. The people are a group, most- 
ly amateurs, who make up the mem- 
bership of the American Penstemon 
Society, and who have the temerity to 
tackle a job that the experts have hesi- 
tated to undertake. The plants of the 
story are the 230-odd species that 
make up the great North American 
genus, Penstemon. There is great news 
about these plants. 


From work going on now, it seems 
certain that there will be a whole 
series of new penstemons for garden 
use within the next few years. From 
the breeders are coming new hybrid 
forms at present unknown. The best 
individuals from hybrid offspring will 
be propagated and offered as varieties 
by the trade. True breeding strains 
that can be grown from seed will be 
available, and horticulture will have 
a race of new ornamentals that will 
fill a place, long empty, in Great 
Plains gardens. 


Penstemon, pronounced pen’stem on, 
belongs to the same family of plants 
as the familiar snapdragon, and many 
of the species produce spikes of bloom 
with a superficial resemblance to that 
flower. Colors range the spectrum with 
most species falling into the blue- 
purple-red range. There are a few 
white and yellow forms as well. The 
colors appear in an amazing range of 
shades and tints. Usually, the corolla 
(petals) will show several graduations 


of the basic color, with the throat fre- 
quently a contrasting color. 

The throats of many kinds are 
marked with darker colored “guide 
lines” that run from the lower tip of 
the corolla back toward the nectary, 
located in the tube of the flower. 
These guide lines add interest to the 
individual flowers. It is believed that 
they have a useful function in guid- 
ing the pollinating insects past sta- 
mens and pistil and so insure fertili- 
zation. (The old story of the bees and 
flowers again! ) 

Variety of Forms 

Penstemons come in all sizes and 
forms, ranging from low growing 
shrubbies like rupicola, menzesit and 
davidsonii, ideal for rock garden or 
ground cover, to the upright shrubby 
forms like fruticosa, barrettiae and 
montanus, that make mounds a foot 
or more tall. Still other pents are her- 
baceous and not at all woody. Some 
of these die back to the ground line in 
the fall, but many of the herbaceous 
kinds make neat rosettes that stay 
green all winter and give color to the 
otherwise drab garden. Among the 
herbaceous kinds are pygmies that 
never exceed a few inches in height 
to giants that may exceed six feet. 

As a class, pents make their great 
show between the end of the spring 
bulbs and the time when summer 
flowers take over. They fill an other- 
wise rather colorless period with a 
blaze of blue and red spikes that are 
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showy in the border and excellent for 
cutting. 

There are kinds that will do well 
in almost any garden except the bog 
garden, or a garden in deep shade. 
Such species as canescens, digitalis, 
hirsutus and the so-called ‘Flathead 
Lake’ strain perform well from coast 
to coast with minimum effort on the 
gardener’s part. This list of easy pents 
will increase as new forms are brought 
into cultivation, and as the efforts of 
breeders, professional and amateur, 
produce new hybrid forms better 
adapted to garden use. 

For the garden with full sun and 
good drainage, such species as alpinus, 
nitidus, strictus and unilateralis—na- 
tive to the ranges and foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains — bring the sky 
blues, deep blues and purples so rare 
in garden flowers. Those like barbatus, 
murrayanus and ‘Flathead Lake’ blaze 


in flaming scarlets or soften to pinks 
and corals. 


Fate and Seeba Hybrids 

The new ‘Fate’ hybrid, was pro- 
duced by Fred Fate of Columbia, Mis- 
souri, by crossing the Penstemon 
grandiflorus, native of the northern 
prairies, with Penstemon murrayanus 
from the southwest deserts. The 
‘Seeba’ hybrid, presumably of the 
same parentage, was isolated by Mrs. 
Henry Seeba of Cook, Nebraska. To- 
gether these add a range of color from 
white through pink, and lavender to 


(Please turn page }) 
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purple on four to five foot plants. 
These two new hybrids bear two to 
three foot spikes of two inch bells to 
accent the garden. 


One of the most spectacular of the 
penstemons as well as one of the 
easiest to grow is the mystery plant 
‘Flathead Lake’ for which the scien- 
tific name P. Johnsoniae has been pro- 
posed. This was introduced to horti- 
culture by Anna Johnson of Butte, 
Montana. She obtained it from a col- 
lector who claimed to have found it 
growing wild near Flathead Lake, 
Montana. This penstemon is ever- 
blooming, when happy, and comes in 
colors that range from brilliant scar- 
let to pinks and corals. Plantsmen are 
pretty well agreed that it must be a 
natural hybrid between the scarlet 
P. barbatus and some unidentified 
species. It is good! 


Regardless of its parentage, this is 
destined to become one of the great 
penstemons of all time. With its sturdy 
spikes of pink, rose, coral or scarlet, 
it is an ornamental, par excellence. 
Even more important, it crosses 
readily with many species, thus break- 
ing the barriers of genetic isolation 
that have hampered attempts at hy- 
bridizing in the past. 


In the few short years it has been 
available, it has been crossed with 
such species as alpinus, comarrhenus, 
glaber and strictus, combining the 
blues with reds in a series of brilliant- 
ly purple hybrids. As seeds of these 
new hybrids are grown, new color 
combinations and plant forms not now 
known in hardy penstemons are cer- 
tain to appear. These hybrids will 
have the greater vigor and wider 
adaptation given by hybridity. 


Early Prospects 


Three penstemons are of immediate 
interest to gardeners. The ‘Seeba’ hy- 
brid is being listed by a major nursery 
this year and will be followed by the 
‘Fate Hybrid’ and the ‘Flathead Lake’ 
strain in 1958. Next on the list may 
be a Penstemon cobaea derivative with 
big, fat white bells isolated by Miss 
Minnie Raabe, of Temple, Texas. 


At the North Platte Experiment 
Station of the University of Nebraska, 
we are undertaking the purification of 
color strains of the ‘Fate’ and ‘Seeba’ 
hybrids so they will breed true for 
white, pink, salmon, red and purple. 
Selections of the ‘Flathead Lake’ 
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strain and its hybrids are being in- 
creased. 

Gardens of the Great Plains and 
desert areas stand to profit most from 
the penstemon adventure, since these 
plants have their center of develop- 
ment in this area. The hardiness and 
vigor that have enabled the genus to 
extend across plains, mountains, and 
deserts from Alaska to Central Ameri- 
ca and from the Atlantic'to the Pacific 
are being combined in the coming hy- 
brids. 

Unlike some of our flowers from 
foreign climates, barely able to survive 
here with tender care, the penstemon 
of the near future will be a truly 
North American plant, tailored to our 
gardens. These new penstemons will 
be happy where wind, heat, cold and 
drought are the usual order of things. 

The story would be incomplete 
without mention of the people who 
sparked this flurry in penstemons. 
First, there is Ralph W. Bennett, of 
Arlington, Virginia, presideft of the 
American Penstemon Society, and a 
prodigious writer on the subject, who 
publishes the Bulletin. There is Lav- 
anduer Boyrie (Mrs. Edward A.) of 
Portland, Oregon, who has volun- 
teered for the immensely important 
task of making and keeping a register 
of present and future strains and 
clones. Fred Fate, who produced the 
‘Fate’ Hybrid, is undertaking the task 


A penstemon from the 
northern prairies was 
crossed with one from 
the southwest deserts to 
create this new hybrid. 
Fred Fate, of Columbia, 
Missouri, was the origi- 
nator, and the plant is 
called the ‘Fate Hy- 
brid’. 


of organizing a “plant exchange” 
which will distribute new clones to 
Society members. 


At Elma, Washington, Myrtle He. 
bert (Mrs. William) runs the Society 
Seed Exchange. She distributes to the 
membership without charge seed that 
society members have collected and 
sent to her. This makes it possible for 
all members to obtain seed of species 
otherwise not available except by col- 
lection from the wild. 


If this admittedly glowing, but 
nevertheless conservative, description 
of the penstemon tribe makes you 
want to grow them, there is no better 
way to start than to join the American 
Penstemon Society. If you do this, you 
not only receive the Society Bulletin 
with information about culture and 
adaptation; but you can also obtain 
seed of any or all of the hundred or 
sO species, strains, and hybrids listed 
by the society at the cost of the postage 
required to mail them. Annual dues in 
the society are only two dollars per 
year, or less than the cost of a half 
dozen seed packets from commercial 
sources. 


Anyone interested in joining this 
non-profit society may do so by send- 
ing the annual dues of two dollars to 
the Secretary of the Society, Mrs. Ed- 
ward M. Babb, 213 Lambert St., 
Route 5, Portland, Maine. # 
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When the Flathead Lake pent was crossed with the standard garden variety ‘Rose Elf,’ 
this graceful flower resulted. This row at the North Platte, Nebraska, experiment station 
was planted last spring, and was blooming in mid-September. Fast work for a perennial! 


its easy to grow PENTS! 


by Glenn Viehmeyer, Nebraska 


PENSTEMONS are easily grown from 
seed, which may be sown in the open 
in late fall, or at any time during the 
winter. Seed beds should be very firm, 
almost hard; seed of the large seeded 
kinds should be planted about 14-inch 
deep. Those of the tiny seeded species 
should not be covered over 1/16-inch, 
or they may even be sown on the sur- 
face and pressed into the soil. At the 
North Platte Experiment Station the 
seed beds are covered with a single 
thickness of burlap immediately after 
sowing to prevent seed being disturbed 
by wind or water. The burlap remains 
on the bed until germination starts in 
late March or early April. Pents start 
early, so watch your seed beds. 


For those who do not have room for 
seed beds, the seed may be sown in 
flats that are carried out of doors over 
winter. The flats may be filled with 
soil, but at North Platte a 1:1:1 mix- 
ture of peat moss, vermiculite and per- 
lite is preferred. This sterile medium 
almost eliminates the danger of damp- 
ing off, and seedlings can be removed 
from it with minimum root damage. 
Of course, it is necessary to feed the 
seedlings with a nutrient solution 
about every ten days. 

Plants in this mixture can be grown 
to transplanting size, if the seed is not 
sown too thickly. Several hundred 
plants grown in this medium were 
transplanted directly to the field at the 
North Platte Experiment Station, dur- 
ing the last week of June last summer 
with a loss of less than a dozen plants. 
By late August many of the trans- 
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plants were in bloom and continued 
until hard frosts in late October. 
Plants from the nursery, or from 
your seed bed can be transplanted 
with minimum care. The root system 
is much like that of a strawberry, and 
transplanting is done in the same 
manner. It is helpful to build a little 
cone of soil in the bottom of the plant- 
ing hole, and to spread the fibrous 
roots over that. The crown of the 
plant should be at soil level with the 
roots well spread. The soil should be 
well packed over the roots and 
watered. The crown must not be cov- 


A “family portrait’ of four new penstemons. 


ered with soil. Soil should be’ kept 
moist during establishment, but should 
not be kept muddy. 

Penstemons can be transplanted at 
any stage of growth—as dormant 
plants, rapidly growing plants, or even 
while in full bloom. Those of us who 
collect from the wild take advantage 
of the latter fact to select and bring 
the best color forms into our gardens. 
(Note to amateur collectors: dig the 
plant, shake all soil from the roots and 
place in a plastic bag. Tie the bag to 
exclude air. Plants handled thus can 
be carried for several days in perfect 
condition. ) 


There are only a few rules for suc- 
cess with penstemons in the garden, 
but those are important. 


First—Penstemons must have good 
drainage. They cannot abide wet feet. 
The surest way to lose them is to keep 
the soil waterlogged. In the wild and 
in the garden, the best specimens are 
those grown in gravelly soil, or on 
steep banks where drainage is rapid. 
Overwatering often results in over- 
grown plants that sprawl all over the 
garden. Many species are native to 
arid climates and require little water 
after establishment. This drouth toler- 
ance makes them ideal for steep slopes, 
dry walls or the wild garden. 


Second — Don’t fertilize heavily. 
Penstemons are light feeders. Over- 
fertilization will cause rank, weak 
growth, or may even kill the plants. 

(Please turn to page 56) 


‘Flathead Lake,’ the mystery plant from Mon- 


tana, is at left. She is the mother of the other three. Beside her is the result of a cross with 
the barbatus species, variety ‘Mulberry,’ a type found in our gardens. Next is a showy 
blue and purple hybrid produced when ‘Flathead Lake’ was crossed with the northern species 
glaber. At right is the blue-purple hybrid resulting from a cross with the western species 
strictus. Notice the wide variety of size, form and color. 



























This little fellow, ‘Martin's Yellow,’ is a low-growing cushion mum. 


Hardy Chrysanthemums 


WHEN GREAT GRANDMA grew flowers 
one or two varieties of hardy chrysan- 
themums were about all she had. 
There just weren’t many varieties for 
her to select from. Furthermore she 
had to protect them like a new baby 
because they bloomed so late in the 
fall they often were killed by an early 
hard freeze. 

How different it is today! You have 
your choice of hundreds of good va- 
rieties, some blooming as early as late 
August, and practically all before the 
first of November. Today hundreds of 
new varieties are offered by commer- 
cial growers each year—they change 
almost as rapidly as styles in women’s 
hats. 

What has brought this about? Many 
agricultural colleges in the northern 
states of Nebraska, Montana, Minne- 
sota, Illinois, New York and also the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture have devoted a lot of time 
propagating new varieties that bloom 
early. They all have done a good job 
of it, too. Each college usually brings 
out several new early varieties a year 
after each variety has had several 
years of testing. Today we can enjoy 
the results of their work. 

Chrysanthemums have a very inter- 
esting history. Their long name, which 
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by Frank Payne, Kansas 


so many find hard to spell, came from 
the Greeks and means this: chrysas 
for ‘‘gold or golden,”’ 
“flower.” 


anthas for 
The common American 
name for them is short and easy to 
spell, simply “mums.” They are na- 
tives of Asia, Persia and North Africa, 
but China first improved their blooms 
over 1600 years ago, away back in 
330 A.D. Japan was next to work on 
them, obtaining them via Korea in 
the year 386. (They are now the 
national flower of Japan.) Mums did 
not come to Europe until 1699, to 
Holland first, then to France in 1789, 
and not into England until 1795. 
America was too busy starting a new 
nation and did not learn of them 
until the Massachusetts Horticulture 
Society announced an exhibition for 
the first time in 1830. 

For many years after that, not much 
thought was given to mums in the 
United States until a Mrs. Alphes 
Hardy, in 1888, sold at auction a 
“hairy or ostrich plume type chrysan- 
themum”’ for $1,500. Then they spread 
like wildfire all over the United States 
through the publicity of the big price 
her mum brought. Today millions of 
dollars are invested in commercial 
greenhouses all over the country and 
mums are the second largest crop 


in them. Growers have de- 
veloped them as a year-around flower 
instead of one to enjoy only in the 
fall months. 

The Midwest flower grower is more 
interested in growing them to beautify 
his home grounds. The rest of this 
article will be the most important in- 
formation helpful to the amateur 
grower. 

How to Grow Them 

Mums can be grown in any good 
garden soil, provided it is not soggy 
wet. They dislike wet feet and hate 
lime, preferring a soil on the acid 
side. The addition of finely ground 
peat moss will help to make a right 
acid soil condition. Heavy clay soil 
can be mellowed by a liberal addition 
of common sand and manure. Mums 
like plenty of plant food and to all 
soils you can add well rotted barn- 
yard manure when making a bed for 
the first time. Feed them along during 
the growing season until the buds 
start, with a complete fertilizer rated 
about 4-10-5. (That means 4 per cent 
nitrogen, 10 per cent phosphoric acid 
and “& per cent potash.) Follow di- 
rections on the bag closely. Be sure 
to water heavily when feeding, after 
first working fertilizer into soil so it 
can get quickly to the feeder roots. 


grown 
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ltemember mum roots are shallow, so 
be sure to cultivate without disturbing 
the roots. 


Water heavily during the growing 
season until blooms show color, espe- 
cially during a summer or fall drouth. 
Lay the hose on the ground, turning 
the water on lightly, and let them soak 
well for several hours. Then do not 
water for about a week. A little water 
just sprinkled over the tops might do 
more harm than good and start a 
fungus disease on the leaves. Some- 
times black or green aphids will attack 
young mum plants. They can be con- 
trolled by spraying with nicotine sul- 
phate, a tobacco product sold as “Black 
Leaf 40.” If you have fungus on the 
leaves you can keep it in check by 
dusting with powdered sulphur. Those 
are about the only troubles you may 
ever have with mums. 


Divide Annually 


I have had many flower lovers tell 
me, “Mr. Payne, I can grow nice 
mums the first year. Then the next 
few years they die out or have only 
little, dinky flowers. Why does that 
happen?” The answer is easy. Mums 
MUST be divided each spring if you 
want large blooms every year. You 
can easily divide the entire clump into 
small plants so that some roots are 
on each division. Discard the old cen- 
ters of plant stalks. The proper time 
for this is the month of May when 
the little plants are only three or four 
inches high. Some varieties will make 
fifteen or twenty divisions, others only 
three or four. 


If possible, change the location each 
year, or change the soil should you 
be crowded for room and have to 
replant in the same spot. Water the 
plants well when replanting and be 
sure to reset in a shallow hole because 
mums do not root deeply. For the 
first ten days your new plants will 
not seem to grow at all, but soon 
they take on new life and grow quite 
rapidly. 

The cushion types are low growing 
and do not need pinching back. All 
other types would get tall and fall 
over, so when the plants are about 
eight inches tall, pinch out the center 
growth to cause them to branch out 
and make a sturdy and bushy plant. 
Pinching also increases the blooming 
surface and reduces the need for 
staking. 

Mums should be planted at least 

(Please turn page $) 
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‘Adorable’ is bright new 
chrysanthemum, rosy pink. 


‘Pink Quill,’ one of the 
recent introductions, has 
salmon-pink flowers, at- 
tractively quilled. 





18 inches apart. Some folks plant 
some in their vegetable garden for 
cut flowers, and put the rest close 
to the house for display purposes with- 
out cutting. If you can, plant on the 
south side of the house or garage 
where they will get at least three- 
fourths of the day in sunshine. Never 
plant in entire shade, or close to trees 
or shrubs, because the roots of trees 
and shrubs will rob them of the food 
and moisture they need so badly when 
they are producing flowers. 
Fall or Winter Protection 

Most hardy mum flowers can with- 
stand light frost (white flowers are 
easiest damaged), but if wet with rain 
when a hard freeze comes they could 
all be greatly damaged. A bushel bas- 
ket or large fiber box placed over each 
plant will protect the blooms from a 
killing frost. 

The English type mums are very 
pretty but have a habit of blooming 
late in the latitude of Kansas City 
where October 25 is the average killing 
frost date. For these and any other 
late bloomers you can dig the entire 
clump carefully, wetting them good so 
the earth clings in a large ball. Do 
this before heavy frost and pot in a 
large clay pot or old bucket or gallon 
can that has had holes punched 
through the bottom for drainage. 
Water heavily again when potted, 
place in your garage or other protected 
shaded place for two or three days, 
and then bring them to a sunny warm 
window of your home where they will 
soon bloom out. After they are through 
blooming, reset them in the open 
ground or place them in your fruit 
cellar. The average basement is too 
hot and dry to winter mums. 


Mums can be mulched with grass 
clippings or hay during the summer 
to keep the soil cool over their roots 
and conserve moisture. For winter 
mulching, the best thing one can use 
is branches from your discarded 
Christmas tree. First cut off all the 
old mum stems. Do not place the 
winter mulch over plants until the 
ground is frozen hard. One could also 
use leaves or cornstalks, but not too 
heavily because such mulches have a 
habit of packing and might smother 
the tiny baby plants that are right 
at the surface of the ground. 

Different types of mums are cush- 
ion, single, anemone, pompon, reflex, 
in-curved, spoon and spider. The cas- 
cade type are used nicely for hanging 
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‘Crowning Glory,’ a vivid Spanish orange color, is a standard hardy mum that is widely 


grown. 


baskets. All mums come from the 
composite family, the same as the wild 
meadow daisy. They can be propa- 
gated by seeds, divisions or cuttings. 
Seedlings are often disappointing be- 
cause most of them revert to singles 
that are not at all pretty. Propagation 
by cuttings is quite satisfactory, pro- 
vided one has a cool greenhouse and 
complete equipment to root the 
cuttings in sand or vermiculite. For 
the amateur I suggest using the divi- 
sion method as the quickest and least 
work. 

If you want to be a real chrysanthe- 
mum fan, I suggest you join the Na- 
tional Chrysanthemum Society, 345 
Milton Rd., Rye, N. Y. They publish 
a bulletin every three months that 
contains much information helpful to 
amateurs. The dues are $3.00 per year 
and the bulletin comes to all mem- 
bers. 


Hardy mums are lovely, long lasting 


cut flowers. Just break the stems from 
the plant, strip off the bottom leaves 
and place:in a large, deep vase with 
plenty of fresh, cool water. Change 
that water every three or four days, 
breaking off a small piece of the stem 
at the bottom. 

My son Merle has a large hardy 
mum test garden of three acres. Dur- 
ing September and October his garden 
is open to the public, and thousands 
of visitors drive out to see the new 
and standard varieties. Here is a list 
of those varieties which he recom- 
mends as the most satisfactory because 
they not only give good bloom, but 
also because they were the choices of 
most visitors. I feel sure they would 
be your choice too. The standard vari- 
eties are not so new but they have had 
several years’ testing during bad drouth 
years and have come through smiling 
with all their autumn beauty. The 
new ones are 1955 and 1956 intro- 
ductions. * 


STANDARD HARDY VARIETIES, REASONABLY PRICED 


ROSITA, Persian rose button. 
EARLY KATHLEEN, coppery bronze. 
LEE POWELL, Chinese yellow. 
ALERT, dark purple. 

MALINDA BROWN, lavender rose. 
CHARLES NYE, butter cup yellow. 


FLAMBOYANT, bronze. 

APACHE, fire cracker red. 

CROWNING GLORY, Spanish orange. 
AUTUMN BEAUTY, sparkling red chestnut. 
WHITE CLOUD, pure white. 

CHIQUITA, deep lemon yellow. 


NEWEST VARIETIES RECOMMENDED, PRICED HIGHER 


ADORABLE, bright rose pink. 
COPPERSMITH, burnished copper. 
WOOD DUCK, deep rose pink. 
PINK QUILL, salmon pink. 

PURPLE WATERS, deep purple. 


BUTTERSCOTCH, rich golden yellow. 
OSTOSA, pure white. 

ARISTOCRAT, deep cerise. 

GEORGE LUXTON, soft bronze. 


RECOMMENDED CUSHION VARIETIES, REASONABLY PRICED 
Cushion mums are called azaleamums by some firms. They are low growing, 
very generous with bloom and ideal for borders and along walks. They do not 
need pinching back. Cushion mums should always be planted in front of any bed 
or around the outside border of a circular bed. Here is a list that will be sure 


to please you. 


LIPSTICK, brilliant red. 
REDWOOD CUSHION, clear bright red. 
MARTIN’S WHITE, purest white. 


PURPLE CUSHION, bright purple. 
WENONAH, soft lavender. 
MARTIN’S YELLOW, light yellow. 
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Portable Patio Planters 


1%" 
VEaTICAL SECTION THRU A-A 


1% 
\SOMETRIC VIEW 


FRONT ELEVATION 


Materials 
Suggested materials: redwood, cypress or cedar 
24 pieces 2” x %" x 1442” (sides) 1 piece 13” x %" x 13” (bottom of planter) 
2 pieces 2” x %" x 16” (top trim) 4 pieces 2” x %" x 112" (base) 
2 pieces 2” x %" x 1412" (top trim) 4 two-inch casters 
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by Archie Schulz 


drawings by Art Olmscheid 


IF YOU WANT A PLANTER to pretty 
up the patio or porch, take your saw 
and hammer and make these patio 
boxes. In them you can grow any- 
thing you would ordinarily grow in 
window boxes—geraniums, petunias, 
vinca, marigolds, etc. Or you might 
like to use them for tuberous begonias., 
caladiums, ferns, or a mixture of all 
of them. These planters are attractive 
enough to be brought inside too and 
used for large totem-pole plants, gar- 
denias, miniature trees or dwarf 
lemon, orange or lime trees. 

Before planting, place at least two 
inches of pebbles or pot chips and 
charcoal in the bottom of the planter. 
This acts as drainage material and 
the charcoal helps keep the soil 
“sweet.” Fill with good garden loam 
and you can go about your planting. 


Assembling: Cut both ends of all 
24 side pieces and 4 base pieces at a 
t5-degree angle. If you possess the 
proper power equipment, cut five 
cross dadoes, equally spaced, across 
each of the base pieces. The outer 
edges of the side pieces may also be 
tooled to match this grooved effect. 
Assemble base with glue and nails to 
make a square. Drill four ¥2 inch holes 
spaced 6 inches apart in planter bot- 
tom for drainage. Nail planter bottom 
to base. Assemble sides with glue and 
nails and nail them to the bottom of 
the planter. Glue and nail the top 
trim (rails) to sides. 

Purchase four 2-inch castors with 
plates for screwing them to the wood. 
Screw them to the bottom of the 
planter and you’ve made yourself a 
real run-about. 


37 





he 
aa k 
+ 

s 


ye 


2 
€ 
. 


Some of the author's own hybrid seedlings. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS are one of Ameri- 
ca’s favorite house plants. What are 
the secrets of their continued popu- 
larity? They can be grown in a small 
apartment; they flourish in well lighted 
window gardens, under artificial light, 
in a terrarium or greenhouse; they’re 
easily propagated and they make 
wonderful hobby plants. 

There are thousands of varieties. 
African violets (saintpaulias) come in 
pure white, near gray, purple, blue, 
wine and pink. They may be solid 
colors, splashed or striped with other 
colors, or edged in deeper or lighter 
tones. There are smooth and frilled 
petals, double and single flowers. 
Leaves range from oval to deeply 


A plant with many crowns may be divided. Each 
rosette of leaves is potted separately. Those 
without roots may be rooted. 


waved and scalloped, cupped, spooned, 
pointed and quilted. They may be 
plain green, green with red under- 
sides or variegated. There are minia- 
tures, middle-sized and large ones. 
The first species grown in this 
country was plain leaved blue- 
flowered Saintpaulia ionantha. The 
first hybrid form was ‘Blue Boy’ with 
plain leaves and good sized blue- 
purple flowers. Then came pink, white 
and orchid ones. Not satisfied with 
plain leaves, hybridizers developed the 
“girl” type leaf. The first of these was 
‘Blue Girl.’ Leaves on all “girls” have 
a pale green area where the leaf blade 
joins the leaf stem. The terms “boy” 
and “girl” apply to the leaf formation, 


African violet leaves and root- 
less divisions may be rooted in 
water. 


All about 


and have nothing to do with blossoms 
—they all bloom. 

Whether you are a first-time 
grower, or a frustrated fifteenth time 
buyer, you'll want to know how to 
make your plants grow and bloom. I 
firmly believe that you can make your 
violets go to work quickly if: 

You grow them in porous soil, 
water them thoroughly with room 
temperature water, and don’t 
water them again until the soil 
that’s about an inch below the 
topsoil feels dry (later I'll tell 
you how to test this) ; give them 
ample light (either natural or 
artificial), keep humidity (mois- 
ture content of the air around the 
plant) at 40 per cent or more, 
fertilize healthy growing plants 
twice a month. 

For the experienced gardener, soil 
is no problem. For the beginner, or 
the unsuccessful gardener, here are 
some ingredients that make a porous 


Leaves may be rooted in vermiculite, or peat moss 
and sand. Divide the baby plants when they are 
an inch tall. 
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African violet ‘Silver Lining’ has o dark, double 
blue flower with tiny white edges. 


erowing African V 


potting mixture: equal parts of peat 
moss, loam, sand and leaf mold, with 
a half cup of charcoal to each quart of 
soil. If you can’t obtain leaf mold, sub- 
stitute compost. You can save yourself 
the bother of mixing by purchasing 
packaged soil from a florist or seed 
store. I’m partial to one with a red- 
wood leaf base and added humus, 
sponge rock and charcoal. It’s mois- 
ture retentive and provides a porous 
substance for roots to ramble around 
in.: 

Sterilize soil by placing it in the 
oven and adding about one half cup 
water per quart of soil. Place a small 
potato in the center of the soil. Set the 
thermostat at 180 degrees and bake 
the soil until the potato is done. Do 
not use the soil for 24 to 48 hours. 

When potting African violets, as- 
sure good drainage by placing one 
half inch of pot chips or pea rock in 
the bottom of the pot. 

Place budded and blooming 
violets in east or shaded south 
windows during fall and winter. 

A well lighted north window may 
be all right for summer care. If you 
grow them under fluorescent lights, set 
them so that the pot rim is about 11 
inches from 40-watt tubes. 

African violets will bloom if the hu- 
midity is 40 per cent or above. You 
can measure it with a humidity guide 
which you can purchase for two or 
three dollars at any hardware store. 
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by Peggie Schulz, Minnesota 


If you garden on a window sill, above 
a radiator, or on a table, have a tinner 
make a two inch deep galvanized tray 
for you. Place about one inch of pea 
rock or gravel in the bottom of the 
tray. Keep water in the tray to just 
below the pot level. 

African violets grow well in day- 
time temperatures of 72 to 75 degrees 
with a drop of five to ten degrees at 
night. If you are growing plants near 
a window, the temperature will be 
lower at night, and you won’t have to 
change the thermostat. 

A question frequently asked is, 
“How often shall I water my vio- 
lets?” No matter what kind of pot 
you choose, water them thoroughly 
from top or bottom with room tem- 
perature water. Until you acquire the 
knack of watering, test for moisture 
content by sticking your finger into the 
soil. If it feels dry about an inch be- 
low the topsoil, you may safely water 
that plant. If the soil feels damp—wet 
—to the touch, better wait another 
day and test again. Plants need less 
watering during cloudy weather be- 
cause evaporation is slower. 

If you grow violets in natural light, 
blot off drops of water you spill on 
leaves so that the sun won’t burn leaf 
tissue. Plants under fluorescent lights 
need not be blotted because this type 
of artificial light is cool and won’t scar 
leaves. Clean dust from leaves by tak- 
ing plants to a sink and washing them 


with tepid water. Be sure leaves are 
dry before setting them in the sun. 

Propagate African violets through 
leaf cuttings, division or seeds. For the 
leaf cutting method, choose a middle- 
sized leaf, cut it with about an inch 
of leaf stem (called the petiole). In- 
sert this into a small bottle or glass of 
water, a pot of moistened vermiculite, 
sand or sphagnum moss. Set it where 
it receives about the same light your 
growing plants do. Speed the rooting 
process by dusting the cut end in root- 
ing hormone powder. Within ten days 
to a month new roots appear. If you’re 
rooting leaves in water, plant them 
into sterilized soil when the root crop 
is about an inch long. Transplant cut- 
tings from solid media (vermiculite, 
etc.) when the leaves of small plants 
unfold and the plants are about an 
inch high. 

A two inch pot is right for this first 
shift. Place transparent plastic bags 
over the new plantings to ward off 
shock. These can be removed within 
a week. After six weeks of growing, 
the plants can then be shifted into 
three inch pots. You can let them 
flower in these, and as they mature, 
move them into four inch pots. 

Show and specimen plants are kept 
down to single crowns by removing 
side shoots or new plants from leaf 
axils, as soon as they can be nipped 
off. I have found a curved grapefruit 


(Please turn page §) 
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and FRENCH LILACS 


Let us know your requirements. 
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FREE Leaf Mulcher 
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NATIONAL FARM EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
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TALL Sohne 
FLOWERS! 


Your peonies, asters and 
other tall plants will 

stay sturdy, straight and 
beautiful longer . . . with 
STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 


Made from heavy galvanized rust-proof steel wire. 
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wooden stakes to distract from beauty of flowers. 
Neat wire hoops and uprights gently hold tall flow- 
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Oskaloosa, lowa 
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knife well suited to this operation. 


If you have an old plant with many 
crowns — one that looks as though 
several plants were growing in the 


| same pot—divide it up and repot it. 
| Knock the plant out of the pot. Use 


your hands to separate roots. If sev- 


eral plants seem to spring out of a 
| common stem, choose the best looking 


one and leave it on the main stem and 
Remove the others. You can 
root all of these cuttings just as you 
root leaves. Most plants grown from 


| leaves or plant division will be identi- 


cal to the mother plant. 


Growing African violets from 
seeds is fun and it’s an easy way to 
have a large collection of colors and 
forms. If you are a beginner, better 


| order your first lot of seed from a re- 


liable seed house. Later on you may 
want to try your hand at hybridizing 
and producing some of your own va- 
rieties. 


The yellow sacs inside the blossom 
are the anthers and are filled with 
powdery yellow pollen. The elongated 
threadlike appendage near the an- 
thers is the pistil. When ready for pol- 
lination the top of the pistil, called the 
stigma, enlarges and reveals a near 
white color. For pollination select two 
blossoms from the same plant, or 
cross pollinate by applying pollen from 
one plant to the stigma of another. 
The plant receiving the pollen will be 
the seed parent and bear the pod. If 
pollination is successful, the blossom 
will fall off and you will note a slight 
swelling at the base of the pistil. This 
is the beginning of the seed pod. Seed 


| ripens in four to nine months depend- 


ing on the variety. As the pod ripens, 
it loses color and softens. You can pick 


it and lay it away to dry, or let it dry 
on the plant. 

Let the seed ripen two or three 
weeks after harvesting. Sow these 
dustlike seeds on top of vermiculite, 
moistened sand or sphagnum moss. A 
covered glass casserole or transparent 
plastic ice box dish makes a fine 
planter. Set the planting in a warm 
(room temperature) area. When you 
note flecks of green appearing on the 
surface, move the planting to the light 
or place it about three or four inches 
from 40-watt fluorescent light tubes. 
When seedlings have four to six good 
leaves, prick them out by slipping a 
pencil or pickle fork under them. 
Plant several of them in a pot of regu- 
lar growing mixture. 

African violets are subject to a 
number of pests and diseases. How- 
ever, growing them in sterilized soil 
and giving them weekly spraying with 
a house plant aerosol bomb will help 
you avoid trouble. New plants should 
always be isolated from older plants 
for three or four weeks. 

Crown rot, a systemic disorder, 
strikes most often during the summer 
when days are hot and excessively hu- 
mid. First symptoms show you a plant 
that looks as though it needed water- 
ing. Actually it is water logged and 
couldn’t absorb any more water. 
Dump it out of the container and 
you'll find the soil moist—even wet. 

In the home, treat such plants by 
cutting off all large outer leaves. Take 
a sharp knife and cut off the end of 
the root stalk. If it shows signs of de- 
cay (brownish spots or rings), keep 
cutting until you reach firm, clean, 
green plant tissues. Slip this pared 
violet into a glass of water, set it in 
a cool, light place to recover and it 
will soon send out roots. Replant when 


“Mites are real African violet enemies .. .” 


An African violet infested with cyclamen mites. 
They caused the gnarled center leaves. 


The infested parts are cut out. The plant is 
sprayed and placed in a glass of water to 
recover. 
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the roots are about an inch long. If 
you grow under lights, or in the green- 
house, place the treated plant in sand 
or a light soil and it will recover. 

If an old favorite has developed a 
“turkey neck,” or shows a lot of bare 
trunk, cut it off at the soil line, and 
reroot it in water, sand or vermiculite. 
Or you might remove it from its pot, 
select a deeper pot and replant it to 
a depth where the bare trunk is cov- 
ered. 

Oftimes the outer row of leaves rots 
off at the pot rim. This is because of 
chemical salts from the fertilizers. If 
you grow in clay pots, line the rim 
with foil. 

Mites are real African violet 
enemies. You'll know a plant has 
mites when center leaves become 
gnarled and excessively hairy, and 
distorted flowers bloom on shortened 
“stalks.” Mites are so small you can- 
not see them with the naked eye, but 
they can destroy plants. Isolate such 
a plant immediately. If it’s a favorite, 
you can save it by cutting out the cen- 
ter, or mite infested leaves. Remove 
it from the soil, wash the roots and 
slip the plant into a glass of water. 
Spray it with one of the house plant 
pressure bombs, give it good light and 
before long new center leaves will 
form. The crop will be heavy, so cut 
out all but the center leaves. 

When the plant has a clean bill of 
health, replant it. When handling 
mite infested plants, wash your hands 
thoroughly before touching other 
plants. As a preventative, use sodium 
selenate capsules (according to direc- 
tions) in the soil. 

Springtails, harmless but undesira- 
ble soil borne insects, hop around like 

(Please turn to page 43) 


The plant will make new leaf growth. Later this 
will be thinned to the strongest new crown of 
leaves. 
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When April Comes 


AT PERHAPS no time of the year is 
a bouquet more appreciated than in 
April, when the spring bulbs and 
flowering trees are in bloom. If you’ve 
never tried making flower arrange- 
ments, now is a good time to try. 
When you rescue some tulips or daffo- 
dils from a late snow or windy rain, 
try arranging them. 

In this arrangement for April, the 
designer began by placing a birch log 
on a stack of black bases. The top of 
the log is hollowed out to provide a 
place for a small glass container which 
holds a cluster of violets. Branches of 
apple blossoms provide the line for 
the side arrangement of daffodils — 
held by a needlepoint holder in a lead 
cup. 

Mrs. Gilbert Miller, Kansas City, 
Missouri, created this arrangement. 
She placed it on a hall table backed 
by a wood paneled wall. Can you 
think of anything bursting with more 
warmth and friendliness in an en- 
trance hall, than an arrangement of 
April flowers? 


1.—Apple Blossoms 
2.—Violets 
3.—Daffodils 
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Growing African Violets 
(Continued from page 41) 
a batch of fleas. Kill them with a whiff 
of a house plant spray bomb. 

Mealy bugs (often brought in on 
coleus) look like small bits of cotton 
and can be eradicated by touching 
them with a cotton swab dipped in 
rubbing alcohol, or with the house 
plant bomb. 


Nematodes are perhaps the worst 
of all African violet enemies. Infested 
plants take on a dull look, and as in- 
festation spreads, “blisters” may ap- 
pear on the roots—it’s best to burn a 
nematode-infested plant. If it’s a rare 
one, save and root a few of the outer 
leaves. If planting soil is sterilized, and 
you are careful about setting incom- 
ing plants away from older ones, you 
may never know nematodes. There is 
a product on the market to be applied 
to the soil of infested plants, but I 
haven’t found anyone who has given 
it a thorough test. 

Out of the thousands of varieties on 
the market, these are but a few of my 
own favorites—chosen merely because 
they are pretty and perform well, not 
because they are the newest or have 
been big prize winners. In the singles: 
white-flowered ‘Snow Prince,’ ‘Inno- 
cence, and crinkled edged ‘Clemen- 
tine’; pink-flowered ‘Pink Wonder,’ 
‘Georgia Peach,’ .‘Zephyr Pink,’ and 
‘Pink Delight’; pale-blue Saint paulia 
longewensis, blue ‘Hi-Loa’: 
flowered ‘Ruffled Triumph’; wine- 
flowered ‘Silver Slippers’; and the 
striped “Show” series. In the doubles: 
‘White Pride,’ pink-flowered ‘Minne- 
apolis,’ ‘Pot O’ Gold,’ ‘Pink Swan’: 
blue-and-white ‘Azure Beauty,’ light 
orchid ‘Revelation,’ purple ‘Double 
Neptune,’ and bright blue ‘Bernice.’ 
Price range on these is from 15-50 
cents per leaf; on small plants from 
35e-$2.50. 

Many years ago, early enthusiasts 
of the African violet organized the 
African Violet Society of America. 
Anyone interested in growing African 
violets may become a member. The 
society publishes a quarterly publica- 
tion, the African Violet Magazine, 
which is included with membership of 
$3.00 per year. Application for mem- 
bership should be addressed to Mrs. 
Arthur Radtke, P.O. Box 116 Madi- 
sonville Station, Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 


purple- 


African violets are just what a 
window garden needs. Enjoy some in 
your garden very soon. # 
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“erst GARDEN MARKERS on*ehes 


White Zinc Galvanized Steel 13 ae wire 


Name Plates 


We prepay east of the Miss. 


y DI FFERENT STYLES river—10% additional west 


A—12 inch hair pin type................ 18 for $ 1.00; 100 for § 4.00 
B— 7 inch plant label...................... 80 for $ 1.00; 1000 for $10.00 


C—10 inch Garden Marker............ 15 for § 1.00; 100 for $ 4.50 
D— 3 inch Swing label................ 20 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 3.00 
E—11!/, inch Rose Marker........ .. 12 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 5.50 
F—20 inch Display double, like E 10 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 7.50 
G—2l inch Single wire.................... 25 for $ 1.50; 100 for $ 5.75 
H— 6 inch Pot label 30 for $ 1.00; 100 for $ 2.50 


J]— 4 in. for African Violets........100 for $ 1.00; 1000 for $ 6.00 


TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 
20 B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. Add 
10% to all above prices if west of Miss. River. 


Everlasting Label Co., Box 693, Paw Paw, Mich. 


For 
| year ’round 





gardening _—"seesss= 
fun... mn 


select 
an §& 


Aluminum GREENHOUSE 


Grow all your favorite plants, flowers, 
fresh vegetables .. . 365 days a year, In 
an ORLYT Aluminum Greenhouse. 


Completely prefabricated—you can Build 
it Yourself. Dozens of sizes and styles to 
choose from .. . free-standing and lean- 
to models. ORLYT pictured above only 
$535... or less than $18 a month on No 
Money Down, Convenient Payment Plan. 

Installation and accessory costs 
can be budgeted, too. 





WRITE TODAY FOR NEW, FREE 
ORLYT COLOR CATALOG 38-47 


Irvington, N.Y. * Des Plaines, Ill. 


ST CATHARINES 


ee ee PAINT 


ONTARIO 
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“Say “HAPPY EASTER” | 
with an ORCHID PLANT 


Give her the 
Loveliest of all 
Flowers for 
the Holiest 


of All Days 


Our select Easter Orchids 
are shipped loaded with 
buds, ready to burst into 
breathtaking blooms that 
last for weeks. To bloom 
again, year after year 
-.- right in her room 
The most cherished of life- 
time gifts! An orchid plant, 
strikingly different, is re- 
membered always... the 
beauty of your selection 
will lend special meaning 
to her Holy Season. 


Local delivery 
container. 

Shipments in 
special carton 


Write for free catalog. Time now to order 
Mother's Day gift plonts, too! 


SHIPPED ANYWHERE In U.S. 


$6, $7.50, $10, $15 sizes, f.o.b. 
Red McLellan Co. 


1457 El Camino « South San Francisco, Calif. 


Tell your friends about 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine for Mid-America 


Be 
» a? 


a 
& gS 


8 COLORS — SPREAD TO 2 FT. 


Early dwarf perennials bloom this year; 8 
distinct colors. These vigorous plants spread 
into spectacular mounds 2-ft. across; bushels 
of blooms till frost. April-May delivery. 


RED ... Showy, deep red 
PINK... Earliest one, 
bright pink 

BRONZE .. . Tri-colored 
mum; nze, bu’ 

and almost yellow 

WHITE... Very early, 7a? 
clear white 

ROSE... Showy, 

very double 

YELLOW... Showy, 

very early 

BLEND ... Rose, 

red, bronze, 

blended a 
PURPLE... Double, “fj 
very showy 


18 FOR $2.00 
Two each color of above eight cushions, plas two 
Sunbeam, the new golden cushion, all yours for 
only $2 and this ad. Double orders allowed. For each 
$1 worth ordered, please send us 10¢ to help cover 
shipping. Or will ship C.O.D. Sorry, no shipments 
to Canada or Denver west. 


ROCKNOLL NURSERY Dept. FG, Morrow, Ohic 
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IF you HAVE ever attended an Afri- 
can violet show you can easily under- 
stand why these flowers have become 
America’s favorite house plant. Each 


| year the displays are prettier and more 


original—the varieties more beautiful. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minne- 
sota alternate as yearly hosts to the 
Twin Cities’ African Violet Clubs. 
This non-competitive show staged by 
about thirty clubs is held but one day, 
and draws an attendance of twenty 
to twenty-five thousand. African Vio- 
let Clubs from these cities and their 
suburbs prepare and display tables of 
African violets with each club decid- 
ing whether it wants to show specimen 
plants, small plants of newest varie- 
ties, oddities or a collection of all 
kinds. And don’t think this show is 
reserved for women only! There are 
handsome groupings of African vio- 
lets grown and displayed by the Mens’ 
African Violet Clubs too. And there 
are tables of superbly grown plants 
shown by various commercial firms. 

The Tonka Delight Club does some- 
thing very fine for its out-going presi- 
dent. At each meeting a collection is 
taken. The money is saved for two 
years—the length of a president’s 
term—and it is then presented to the 
outgoing president to be used to fi- 
nance a trip to the National African 
Violet Convention. 


d Staxe) 


The 1956 state meeting of the IIli- 
nois African violet clubs was held at 
Aurora, Illinois. Here were tables of 
African violets displayed in a tropical 
setting. Frothy green ferns and soft 
green moss flanked the upper edges 
of the waterfall. Gardenias, camellias 
and African violet blossoms floated in 
the pool at the foot of the falls. The 
potted African violets were arranged 
as artistically as though they were be- 
ing used in a cut flower show. One 
especially lovely table displayed 
white bridal cap and veil with a white- 
flowered African violet arranged 
a bridal bouquet. The potted plant 
was tipped slightly forward and the 
leaves encircled with a frilly white 
paper doily. Attached white satin 
streamers completed the arrangement. 

For information regarding the Afri- 
can Violet Society write: Mrs. Arthur 
Radtke, treasurer, Box 116, Madison- 
ville Station, Cincinnati 27, Ohio. 

Here are two new books for African 
violet enthusiasts: How to Grow Afri- 
can Violets, by Carolyn K. Rector, 
(Sunset Books, Menlo Park, Califor- 
nia, $1.50); African Violet Book bv 
Esther Grayson, (Hydroponic Chemi- 
cal Company, Copley, Ohio, $1.00). 


Omaha Arrangers 


The Omaha, Nebraska, garden 
clubs boast some mighty clever flower 


One of the outstanding exhibits of the 1956 Twin Cities’ African Violet Club’s show was 
the display of the Tonka Delight African Violet Club—a show boat filled with African 
violets—many of them fine specimens of Saintpaulia ‘Tonka Delight.’ 
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arrangers. Each year several of their 
meetings are held at a large civic cen- 
ter. In one room are arrangements 
fashioned by club members. Everyone 
attending comes early enough to have 
time to enjoy these. In our area we 
must confine ourselves during winter 
months to window or greenhouse gar- 
dening so I’m always on the alert for 
arrangements fashioned from potted 
plant materia!. Among the many love- 
ly things at this Omaha meeting was 
a small arrangement made up of gyn- 
ura leaves (purple velvet plant) and 
flowers of ‘Purple King’ achimenes. 


Program Ideas 


The interest in hemerocallis (day- 
lilies) is increasing and each year 
more and more hemerocallis shows 
are being held. Grooming flowers for 
a show is a lot of work but it pays off 
in increased membership for your 
club. After a show your secretary will 
have many calls asking about these 
flowers. If your garden club would 
like to study hemerocallis you might 
like to see slides of older and newer 
varieties. Sets of 100 color slides can 
be rented for $3.00 or $5.00 from: 
American Hemerocallis Society, Roy 
L. Mayhew, Box 8482 University Sta- 
tion, Baton Rouge 3, La. 


Check with your State Horticul- 
tural Society to see if they have slides 
to loan. 


The Ortho Chemical Company, 
Richmond, California, has a movie on 
African violets which it loans to clubs 
in certain areas. Contact them for in- 
formation concerning this. 


ON THE CALENDAR 


National African Violet Show, April 4-5-6, 
Netherland Hilton Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Mason City, lowa, African Violet Club, 6th 
annual meeting April 12, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church. 

Augusta, Kansas, Garden Club, Bulb and 
Branch Show, April 13-14. 

Annual Spring Rose Show of the Jackson 
County, Missouri, Rose Society, May 25 at 
Fairmount Christian Church, Kansas City, 
Missouri. Theme of the show is “Living With 
Our Roses’ and there will be specimen and 
artistic design classes open to non-members. 
Anyone wishing further details write Mrs. 
Glenn D. Mcintyre, 3524 Peek Dr., Kansas 
City 33, Missouri. 

Seventh Annual Tulsa Garden and Home 
Tour, Tulsa, Oklahoma, April 28, 1957. Spon- 
sored by Tulsa Garden Club. 

The Indianapolis Rose Society will hold 
its annual Rose Show on June 1 and 2 at 
Holcomb House, Butler University, Indian- 
apolis. 
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Interested in roses? Your club can 
obtain a colorful and informative film, 
*‘Rosarama’’ from: Mr. Carl C. 
Lumry, Mount Arbor Nurseries, Shen- 
andoah, Iowa. You pay only postage. 


When electing officers and choosing 
committees for a garden club or plant 
society it is wise to place someone in 
charge of publicity. The chairman of 
this committee can attend to such de- 
tails as getting publicity for your shows 
or other events into local and state 
papers. Too, most gardening publica- 
tions welcome news about clubs and 
their doings. This exchange of ideas 
is most helpful to clubs in the forma- 
tive stage and it makes interesting 
reading for the more advanced club 
members. 


Speaker Courtesies 


Just a word about your guest 
speaker. Appoint someone to welcome 
him. If he’s to be furnished with a 
banquet or dinner ticket, make cer- 
tain he gets it. If slides are a part of 
the program, appoint a competent 
person to handle them. After the 
speaker has returned to his home, have 
someone write him a thank you note. 
These may seem like minor details, 
but they are important. 


Two new books available this year | 
will prove of infinite value to all gar- 


den clubs. The first of these is pub- 
lished by the Men’s Garden Clubs of 
America and titled Program Aids for 
the Program Chairman, by H. E. Kah- 
lert. Within 30 pages, Mr. Kahlert 
offers all sorts of valuable information, 


useful for either masculine or femi- | 


nine groups. The bulletin may be ob- 
tained by sending $1.00 to Men’s Gar- 
den Clubs of America, 124 West Dia- 
mond Lake Road, Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota. 


Flower Show Themes and Classes, 
by Dorothy Biddle, (Hearthside Press, 


Inc., New York, 64 pages, $1.95) is a | 


helpmate for every show chairman 
and club president. From her travels 


all over America as a garden club lec- | 


turer, the author has collected a hun- 
dred show themes. Many are new, 
offering fresh approaches to the joy- 
ous art of flower show planning, stag- 
ing and exhibiting. The book has 
themes for small shows, large shows, 
for every season of the year, for special 
flowers and for every arranger — the 
expert and the veriest beginner. 








ORCHIDS 
FOR EASTER 


White-flowering Cattleyas in bud—$15 Each 
Purple-flowering Cattleyas in bud—$10 Each 
Also many other unusual varieties. 
Prices f.0.b. Monroe. Cash with order, please. 
Write for free catalog. 

Member of American Orchid Society. 


Margaret Ilgenfritz 
Orchids 


Dept. FG Monroe, Michigan 


For a Better Garden! —&> 


ee a 
100° Organic Fertilizer 


Gives Vigorous Growth + Feed as you water 
Non-Burning - Deodorized * Inexpensive 
Pint postpaid, Dept. J 
or at your Garden Supply Store 


Flowers are in full bleem NOW...in an 


Camiiits 


“Garden Under Glass” 


@ Nothing else gives quite so much 
gardening pleasure as a greenhouse. 
No greenhouse is easier to erect and 
maintain than a genuine EVERLITE 
Aluminum Greenhouse. 


Famous Evertite teatures: 

@ Lifetime maintenance-free construction 

@ Strong, light, rustproof aluminum alloy 

®@ Beautiful, harmonizing curved glass eaves 

®@ Completely prefabricated, easily erected 

@ Choice of lean-to or full-size models 

@ Full line of Everlite accessories 
Model B3 shown, $341.00. Other models 
from $187.50. Write for free folder G47. 


Aluminum 


. Vue. 
14615 Lorain Ave., Cleveland 11, Ohie 








IF YOU DELIGHT in amazing your 
friends with big named plants, here 
is a good one for you—Graptopetalum 
paraguayense—and it makes an ex- 
cellent house plant. It has succulent 
rosettes of leaves which are colored 
in shades of icy gray. If grown out- 
doors in the summer time in full sun- 
light, tones of rose are added to the 
grays. This plant is hardy only in 
the far South, and in Mid-America 
it must spend the winter months in- 
doors. A south window is to its liking— 
give it a menu of plenty of sunlight, 
a gritty soil and little moisture. 


Each little leaflet will root easily 
if it so much as touches the soil, and 
in time a new little rosette of leaves 
will appear at its base. 


The word philodendron was a 
tongue twister to all but the gardening 
experts a few years ago. Now this 
large family of plants of various shapes 
and sizes is widely grown. Some of the 
varieties grow so rapidly as to make 
them impossible for use in a small 
house plant collection — but there is 
one variety which will prove to be a 
delight to any window gardener. It is 
Philodendron scandens. 


Its satiny green leaves have an over- 
cast effect of reddish brown, no doubt 
resulting from the reddish under- 
sides of the leaves. The leaves are 
small and heart shaped, not more than 
two inches wide and three inches long 
to the end of the long, narrow tip. 
The plant is slow growing. Give it 
enough sunlight to keep good color 
in the leaves, and to keep the stem 
from growing too fragile. Its soil 
should be rich, but loose and fast 
draining. 

The prayer, or rabbit track plant, 
is a favorite for the shaded window 
garden. The commonly grown prayer 
plant is Maranta leuconeura variety 
‘Kerchoveana.’ It is called the prayer 
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IN HOUSE AND GREENHOUSE 


plant because the leaves fold upward 
at night like hands in supplication. 
The beautiful green leaves have bold 
markings of chocolate brown which 
remind one of a rabbit’s track. While 
it does have a small white blossom, 
it is very insignificant in comparison 
with the beauty of the foliage. A moist, 
porous soil, and a very light location 
(but not direct sun) on the window 


sill will create a happy home for this 
plant. 


Marantas do not seem to take regu- 
lar rest periods, but there are times 
when the leaves lose their bright color- 
ing, and the plant dies down slowly 
to the roots. There seems to be no 
life left, and at this time the plant 
should be placed in a dark, and if 
possible, a cool location. Unaided, it 
will start new growth, but usually after 
a rest of several weeks. Keep its soil 
ever so slightly moist during this rest 
period. 

There is something restful in a leaf 
combination of green and white, 
whether spotted, splotched, striped or 


Five useful foliage 
plants. Back row, left 
to right: Buxus argen- 
teo-marginata, Maranta 
leuconeura variety 
‘Kerchoveana,’ and 
Stenotaphrum secunda- 
tum variety ‘variega- 
tum.’ Front row, left 
to right: Graptopetalum 
poraguayense, and Phil- 
adendron scandens. 


by Elvin McDonald 


marginal. In the summer time many 
flower arrangements are given char- 
acter by the addition of striped grasses. 
For winter time, St. Augustine Grass 
can be grown as a pot plant on the 
window sill, or in a hanging basket, 
and cut for arrangements. Botanically 
it is known as Stenotaphrum secund- 
atum variety ‘variegatum.’ It grows 
rapidly and in any exposure. 

Buxus argenteo-marginata is a mem- 
ber of the box family of evergreen 
shrubs. It makes a useful house plant, 
and greenhouse growers find it espe- 
cially worthwhile. This shrubby plant 
has tiny leaves edged with white, and 
at times at the terminal of each branch 
a solitary small white blossom appears. 
It may be missed, for its size is in 
scale with the size of the leaves. 


Occasional pruning is necessary to 
keep the branches under control. It 
grows nicely without sun, is not par- 
ticular as to soil, but does require 
enough water to keep the soil moist, 
not wet. 


(Please turn to page 51) 
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Checklist for APRIL 


Tulbaghia violacea is a bulbous, 
evergreen plant that is practically ever- 
blooming. Its star-shaped, bright lilac 
flowers borne in umbels of eight to 16 
flowers, and completely simple culture, 
make it a valuable plant for every pot 
plant gardener. You may order divisions 
of this tulbaghia from a dealer in rare 
bulbs. 





















Amaryllis which have not already 
bloomed this winter may have buds 
now. Keep them in active growth. Every 
four big, strapping leaves should store 
up a bud sheath in the bulb for next 
season. They should be warm (70-80 
degrees), well-fed and grown in a sunny 
place. 


Wax begonia seedlings started in 
February should be potted now. 


Anemone coronaria makes a beauti- 
ful greenhouse plant. For the best blos- 
soms grown, sow seeds now. When the 
plants are large enough, transplant to 
deep pots. 







Procure the best tuberose bulbs 
available and pot two or three of them 
in a five-inch pot. The delightfully 
scented flowers make them worthwhile 
for the greenhouse. 















Vegetables and annuals should be 
well on their way for use in outdoor 
planting during the next two months. 
Some gardeners have tomatoes and 
sweet peppers to blooming size by the 
time the weather is warm enough for 
them to go outdoors. Smaller plants 
have a point in their favor because they 
will adjust to the outdoor weather much 
faster than large plants. 



























If space is available, try planting a 
few lima beans in pots for an early 
start. Plant one bean to a three-inch 
pot. Do likewise with cucumbers and 
cantaloupes, except in a two-inch pot. 







Despite this being a busy season for 
gardeners, if you have the slightest no- 
tion of adding a greenhouse to your 
gardening projects this year, it is time 
to do research. Write for catalogs from 
greenhouse makers, and study the books 
available. Be sure to talk to other gar- 
deners who have home greenhouses— 
they’ll tell you many things they’re glad 
they did when they built, and they'll 
also give you handy hints about “the 
next time I build a greenhouse, I'll do 
it this way...” 


























































Easter Sunday afternoon is a good 
time to hold open house for your green- 
house. Plants should be at their best at 
this time of the year. If seedlings and 
young plants have your structure too 
crowded, move a few blooming plants 
into your house for the afternoon. In- 
vite your friends, and be sure that gar- 
den club members, and others who 
might be interested, are invited to come 
and “get acquainted,” and to talk about 
home greenhouse gardening. 
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DELPHINIUMS 


1-Year Field Grown Plants Will Bloom This Year 


The ideal perennial for the home garden. Will grow in sun or light shade. 
The many shades of blue can not be excelled. They will thrive over a wide 
range of climatic conditions. One of the finest for cutting. 


BELLADONA IMPROVED—Glistening 
sky-blue flowers on erect 3 to 4 foot 
spikes. 


BELLAMOSUM IMPROVED—Velvety, 
dark-blue flowers on erect 3 to 4 foot 
spikes. 


CHINENSIS “CAMBRIDGE BLUE” — 







Brilliant, deep-blue flowers are borne 
freely on 18 to 24 inch spikes with 
many laterals. Blooms over a long 
period of time. 


LAMARTINE—Flowers of deep, bright 
marine-blue with white eye are borne 
on 3 to 4 foot spikes. Very showy. 





The above four varieties are single flowering. Very desirable for cutting and 
useful in most any kind of floral arrangement. 12 for $2.00—50 for $7.50. 


LARGE — GIANT PACIFIC HYBRIDS — DOUBLES 


The most beautiful and unusual of the Hybrids. Large, individual flowers meas- 
uring as much as two to three inches across, are closely set on tall erect spikes 
three to five feet in height 


Your choice of FOUR COLOR GROUPS. Dark Blue, Light Blue, Lavender and 
pastels; Giant White. 8 for $2.50—50 for $12.50 Postpaid. 
















Write for free catalog of Hardy Wildflowers, 


Ferns, Perennials and Gladiolus Bulbs. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS-sox 125-Oakford, Illinois 








Cultural Travel Tours 
GARDENS & FLOWERS — Europe 


Directed by Hans Christian Anderson Madison, 
Floral Artist—Judge—Lecturer. 


vee GRAFTING KITS 


Graft fruits, nuts, roses, 
camellias, etc. 
ALL-SEASON materials and easy 
instructions. New cold grafting 
paste. Summer budding strips, 
ete. Book, GRAFTING MADE 
EASY. included. Kit shown, 
$4.25; 100-graft kit, $2.95 Post- 
paid or C.0.D. Free bulletin. 


Green Thumb Products 
Box 6273-FG, Memphis 11. Tenn. 


SELLING OUT SALE 


Shade Trees ® 


Many other cultural tours available. 
brochures to Dr. Frederick Ingvoldstad, Director. 


THE CULTURAL TRAVEL COUNCIL 
Dept. FG, 441 Madison Avenue, New York 22 N. ¥ 








































Thousands Camellias © Arxzaleas 
Rhododendrons 


Flowering Shrubs of Every Description 
Because my oil interests require my time, | am selling out the National Nur- 


series stock at give-away prices. Nothing Reserved. Sales will continue until 


entire stock is sold. The plants must go regardless of price. Sale will posivitely 
close May 31, 1957. 


FEW OF THE BARGAINS 
Camellias — Mixed from 400 varieties of some of World's finest camellias, unlabeled. Will try to 


send your choice but cannot guarantee. 3 to 4 years old, mostly budded: 6 for $5; 12, $9; 100, 
$65. 6 to 10 years old, extra heavy, budded: $4 each. 

Sasanqua Camellias — (very hardy) — 2 years: 6, $5; 12, $9 

Native Azaleas — (hardy, deciduous, will grow anywhere) — Mixed Colors, 2 ft. to 4 ft.: 12, $3; 


24, $5; 100, $1 


Rhedodendrons — (grow anywhere, evergreen, unsurpassed in beauty) — Mixed colors, 2 ft. to 4 ft.: 
12, $4; 24, $7; 100, $25. pe 
, $4.50. 


Rose Bushes — Field Grown, Assorted Varieties and Colors, 2 years old: 10 
Banana Trees — Rooted Butts, bearing size, will grow in house, shade or sun. 4 years old: each $5. 
Privet Hed (2 ft. to 4 ft.) 50 for $10, 100 for $15. 
Multiflora in (2 to 4 ft.) 50 for $10; 100 for $15. 
English ivy — (climbing vine) — rooted cuttings: 12, $3; 100, $20. 
St. Augustine Lawn Grass — it is hardy, plant anytime, evergreen, thrives in shade or sun, $4 per 
bushel twigs. 

Do Your Own Landscaping At These Give-Away Prices 


All Plants Listed Below Will Grow Anywhere in U. S$. 
50c Ea. (1 to 3 ft.) — Flowering Shrubs: Weigela Rosea, Spirea, Lilac, Snowberry, Forsythia, Dog- 
wood, Deutzia, Mock Orange, Althea, Redbud, Bive Mist, Butterfly Bush, Beauty Bush, Hydrangea, 
Hypericum, Coral Berry, Purple Fringe, Flowering Quince. 
Trees: Weeping Willow, Pin Oak, Maple, Elm, Ash, Tulip, Birch. 


Miscellaneous: 50c Ea.: Vince-Minor, Honeysuckle, Red Cedar, Holly, Blackberries, Blueberries. 


All above plants shipped prepaid. You may come to the nursery and make your selection as 
to varieties. No time to send price lists or letters during this sale. Remittance with order. 
All plants sold as is on Sales Lots. On mail orders you may return any unsatisfactory plants 
immediately for full refund. 


MINIMUM ORDER $3.00 
THOUSANDS OF OTHER BARGAINS! COME SEE FOR YOURSELF! 


Save enough on shrubbery to pay for a trip to Mississippi's beautiful Gulf Cost! 


Halfway between Gulfport and Biloxi. (Turn at the Big 
Sign on the Beach). Shipped now or when desired. 


Address Mail Orders to Spurgeon Pickering, Dept. K. C., Biloxi, Mississippi 



















































Write for free 







o- 30th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL lh THE 


Awroli THREE GORGEOUS LILIES ONLY $3.00 Crees 
urelian 
alight” Here's our greatest bargain offer — 3 beautiful exotic ' =) GARDENER 
lilies — Speciosum “Crimson Glory,” DeGraaff’s famous ' 
nasfurtium-red “Enchantment” (not pictured here) and 
Avrelian Hybrid “Limelight” Strain — a gorgeous trio. 
June to August blooming. We offer one bulb each, full 


flowering size. Shipped only in October, $3. 00 < 
(Catalog value $4.50). Postpaid for only. . at 18s 


(FREE with this special, our ‘57 catalog) 
THE WORLD’S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


48 pages profusely illustrated in color, it lists over 175 
fascinating lilies, many new for ‘57. Also 12 kinds of oOo ar en 
Hardy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, special Lily 
Food and spray material. Really, it’s a cultural hand- 


book, invaluable to lily lovers. To get your copy, send 
25c, coin or stamps, TODAY! 


OLYMPIC HYBRIDS LILY SPECIAL Loam: 


See in your own garden the absolute perfection of our giant 
Olympic Hybrids (not pictured). They rate the finest. We'll 
mail you in October, three full flowering size 

bulbs, postpaid for only $1.00 


(‘57 Catalog FREE with this offer) 


by Olga Rolf Tiemann 


WHEN SOIL REQUIREMENTS are 
A ca specified for various kinds of garden- 

e 1 Kbmute EE Ure - / “Wes ing needs, reference is frequently 
Maen made to “good soil,” “ordinary garden 
Glory” BOX G * CANBY, OREGON Lily Specialists Since 1927 loam,” “good garden soil,” or “good 
garden loam.” For example a potting 
soil mixture for fuchsias calls for two 
parts “good garden loam.” Exactly 
what kind of soil is meant? What is 


° “sood garden loam?” 
BOOK MANUSCRIPTS i good garden loam? 
Gide 


WE po NOT We might say it is the kind of soil 
CONSIDERED HAVE A 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors early 


that raises a good crop of lettuce, 
publication, higher royalty, national distribution, and Cae Gide 
beautifully designed books. All subjects welcomed. 


Write, or send your MS directly. oe — oe ae fea — aname, eau, sepa 4 7 meee —— 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. i ennui  * 


holies. Send 25e for your cop: tables. Or that produces fine zinnias, 
Aten. MR. THOMAS 489 FIFTH AVENUE MEMBER HOLLY SOCIETY OF AMERICA 


cosmos, or marigolds. 
Native American Holly Farms - But that isn’t definite enough. 


Examine a handful of “good gar- 
den loam.” It is dark in color, mel- 
low and crumbly in texture, soft and 
moist to the touch. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE ARE Soil has been long in the making. 


Countless ages ago the sun and the 
For the convenience of Flower and Garden Magazine wind, the air and the water started 


readers who are not receiving the magazine by mail, this VF the disintegration of the earth’s rocky 
service is offered to you by merely filling out the form “5. A crust. Lichens and mosses got a foot- 
below and mailing it, along with $3.00 for a year. fi U i OR hold in the crumbly fragments in the 


ies crevices of the rocks—lived, died and 
TO: decayed. 


i . . = 
Flower & Garden Magazine for Mid-America iN 7 _ As millenniums passed, soil forma- 
559 Westport Road tion continued. More rock crumbled 


: MS to make mineral soil, and more plant 
Kansas City, Missouri CU ’ 





Clay soils bake and crack when dried out. 
Please mail my copy of Flower and Garden Magazine for Mid-America 


to the address shown below each month for the next year. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


I hak etceticrenliinlsin lata Siceniteesiiitiinn’t:s 2... 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


| ANEMONES 


FOR YOUR GARDEN 
i BULBS ¢ POST 
iO ONLY PAID 
BULBS $9 POST 
Oo ONLY PAID 


PLANT NOW for Lovely 
Spring, Summer Blooms. 


SIX MIXED COLORS 


Twelve Fine Large Guaranteed Blooming Bulbs only 25c for a 
Riot of Color in Your Garden. Plant Once for Years of Blooms. 


ee ner SS eeeneeesesnenenmamannnganienes 
With Each $1 Order—12 
TECOLOTE GIANT RANUNCULUS 
SIX BEAUTIFUL MIXED COLORS 


Check items on ad and mail with cash, check or money order now to 


, ee Gardens, Rt. 2, Box 46 
GLADSTONE, OREGON 


DAYLILIES—12'* 


BIGGEST DAYLILY VALUE WE EVER OFFERED 


Plant now for colorful blooms this year 
We make this extraordinary low-priced offer to acquaint moxe 
flower lovers with the many colors now available in modern 
Daylilies. Every collection will include at least 12 different 
varieties in different shades of RED, COPPER, ROSE and 
YELLOW. 

STRONG WELL ROOTED FIELD DIVISIONS IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 

Or, if you cannot accommodate 40 plants 


FOR $5.00 20 for $3.00 (1 12 for $2.00 
on 95. ~ POSTPAID. Minimum Order $2.00 


halo are fares BOX 38-FG, BORING, OREGON 


Soil formed under trees 
differs from that formed 
on grasslands. 


and animal residue mixed with it, the 
organic part. It became a living thing 
teeming with minute organisms such 
as helpful bacteria. Forest soils were 
found to be different from grassland 
soils, and swampland soils differed 
from dryland soils. Part of this was 
because of the very nature of the plant 
life above it (which in time was added 
to the soil) and part of it was because : Ey ous 
of the size and kind of rock fragments. ey,” BIG. patente 
Soil scientists use a number of terms ) ae 80 DAYS 
to designate or classify the various 
kinds of soil. Clay soils contain very 


[ 40 PLANTS 


' ADDS INTEREST AND BEAUTY TO YOUR GARDEN! 


fine particles of disintegrated rock. It 

is known as a heavy, cold soil and is 

slow to warm up in the spring. It is 

capable of holding much water which 

is an asset during dry seasons but 
(Please turn page $) 


Sandy soils do not crack when dry as clay 
soils do. 
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PRODUCES BIGGER, BETTER STRAWBERRIES! 


: Scientifically designed to grow more ber- 


ries in less space, more quickly and easily. 


_ 5 FOOT DIAMETER JUST RIGHT 


FOR 50 PLANTS...ONLY $7.95 ppd. 


SPECIAL WITH 50 SUPERFECTION 
EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY PLANTS 


; Pyramid and Plants... BOTH $9-95 ppd. 


uP TO A Qu PER PLANT 


pave Red Rich <a> STRAWBERRIES 


V_ EVERBEARING HEAVY YIELDING \/ LARGEST SIZE \/ FINEST FLAVOR 
Vv BEST | FOR FREEZING V GUARANTEED TO GROW 


12 Plants $2.95; 25 Plants $5.00; 50 Plants $8.50; 100 Plants $15.00 ppd. 


f Plants on all orders sent at 
Sind Check or taney Onde ORDER NOW: proper planting time. 


MINNETONKA NURSERIES, Dept. GF4 Excelsior, Minnesota 


Pyramids Pyramid with 50 plants............Red Rich Plants 















The “TOP-TWO” for ‘57 








PINK 
SEEDLING AWARD” in two great competitive 
exhibitions *NATIONAL AFRICAN VIOLET 


FREE—corona or Pink Miracle 
with any purchase of “9 for $10” 
from listing below: 
Average $1.50 each. 
PINK CLOUD—best double pink 
PINK GLACIER—best fringed pink 
LOVELINESS—giant blue lavender 
fringed 
ALASKA—fine white, girl foliage 
BLUE HALG—best blue Geneva 
LAVENDER HALO—best “‘red” Geneva 
EDNA FISCHER—best “red” double 
Geneva 
BLUE BUTTERCUP—novelty light blue 
HAPPINESS—giant light purple fringed 
POWDER PUFF—fine blue double Geneva 
OCEAN WAVES—fine single blue 
TINKER BELLE—semi dwarf Geneva 
your choice from above 
any “3 for $4” 
any “6 for $7” 
all prices postpaid 





a true 























LOVELY GLOXINIAS 


LARGE POST 
BULBS $i PAID 


One each—six colors. Limit twelve bulbs 
per customer. 


LLOYD’S GARDENS b1ndinck Seeger 


Give your garden personality with 
LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


Add smart interest to your garden. Your visitors 
ne knowing the right names of your 
plants and flowers without asking. 


Made of durable, heavy, white plastic. Guaran- 
teed weatherproof. Pencil markings stay until 
removed by scouring powder and damp cloth. 


Used by nurserymen, botanical gardens, conser- 
vatories, arboretums and experimental stations. 


SIZES AND STYLES: 


4" Vertical Stake 
2” x 5” Tee Stoke.... 
6” Vertical Stake 
1° x 2” Horizontal Tie-on Tag 
1” x 3” Horizontal Tie-on Tag 
Ya" x 2” Notched Tie-on Tag ......].... 
2%" x 8" Tee Stoke 
oe ee ee 
18” Galvonized Spring Steel Stake 
only (for D & E) 


rezrm™monep 


SAMPLE ASSORTMENT: 


10 Each of A, C, D, F and 5 each of B 
ond H. Tie-on wires included 


Satta 





A 


SOCIETY CONV. 
AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY CONV. 






CS Rg a 


PA 


50 for $2.00 
FEDERAL WALLET SIZE PHOTO CO. 


P_ O. Box 2448, Dept. FG-4,Konsos City, Mo. 







rican 
jolets 


MIRACLE—winning coveted “BEST 





*NEW YORK STATE 


pink-edge Geneva with deep pink 


ruffed border surrounding light pink blossom. 
A fine bloomer 


completely new and ours alone 
CORONA=—a brand new color in Genevas. 


Beautiful lilac colored flower surrounded by 
white fluted edging. Another exclusive 


$3 ea. postpaid 
2 plants $5 postpaid 


VC 13—new miracle nemacide 


oz. bottle $2.85 postpaid 


lovely color folder 
free on request 
























WALLET SIZE 
DELUXE PRINTS 


Original Picture 
Retur 


SEND ANY SIZE 
PHOTO OR NEGATIVE 






DEALERS AND JOBBERS: 


Write for full information on attrac- 
tive counter sales displays. 


10342 LANARK, DETROIT 24, MICH. 
Far West: 1864 S. 120th St., Seattle 88, Wash. 
Ceneda: 1015 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Toronte 12, Ont. 





harmful during wet years. If one does 
not cultivate such soil after each rain, 
a baked crust forms on top. When 
worked while too wet, hard brick-like 
lumps form. 

Sandy soils are called light, warm 
soils although by actual weight they 
are heavier than clay soils. They con- 
tain gritty rock particles that are much 
larger than those found in clay. Sandy 
soils are easy to work. They warm up 
quickly in the spring. This is impor- 
tant, for not only can a gardener start 
garden activities sooner but the help- 
ful bacteria commence work sooner 
and plant food is made available 
earlier. A disadvantage is that a sandy 
soil is not retentive of moisture. Water 
not only pours through it as easily as 
through a sieve, but it takes much of 
the plant food with it. 

The combination of clay soils and 
sandy soils makes Loam soils. If clay 
is predominant, it is known as a clay 
loam. If there is more sand than clay, 
it is known as sandy loam. The most 
desirable soil contains approximately 
equal amounts. 

“Good garden loam” must be por- 
ous enough to provide good drainage 
and permit air to enter, yet be spongy 
enough to retain an ample supply of 
moisture. Conditions must be favora- 
ble for the growth of helpful soil bac- 
teria. Humus is added to loam to pro- 
vide these things. Its value can hardly 
be overestimated. 

Humus is decomposed vegetable 
and animal matter. It occurs naturally 
in forests and grasslands where leaves, 
twigs, grasses, weeds and other ma- 
terial accumulate and gradually de- 
cay. A little is added each year and 
a like amount is used up each year. 

To make and keep our garden loam 
“good” we must do the same thing. 
All garden refuse except diseased 
plants, all leaves and other material 
should not be burned, but piled and 
allowed to decay thoroughly. Well- 
rotted manure and soil added in 
layers to such piles of refuse and kept 
moist will hasten the process. 

When all is well decayed, spread a 
layer (the thicker the better) of this 
humus over the garden and borders 
and mix it well with the top soil. 

Loam (a mixture of clay soil and 
sandy soil) combined with plenty of 
humus makes “good garden loam.” 


Clay soil + sandy soil — loam 
Clay soil + sandy soil + humus 
== good garden loam 
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In House and Greenhouse 
(Continued from page 44) 

Outdoor plantings of plants with 
oddly colored leaves sometimes become 
confused and the individual beauty of 
a many-colored or oddly shaped leaf 
becomes lost. Foliage with unusual 
markings is at its best advantage in 
the window garden where plants are 
seen at close range. One of my favorite 
plants of this type is the begonia 
‘Dancing Girl.’ 


‘Dancing Girl’ is of the angel wing 
group of begonias, and it grows into 
a compact, medium sized plant, ideal 
for window sill or home greenhouse. 
Individual leaves of this plant have 
little in common — all of them are 
sharply pointed, but there the similar- 
ity ends. No two seem to be alike. 
Some are fluted, others almost flat. 
The greatest variation is in the silver 
markings on the leaves. There are dots 
and splotches of silver—some leaves 
are green with silver markings, and 
others are silver with green veins. 


I grow this begonia in a sunny south 
window during the winter months, and 
when the sun becomes hot, I move 
it to an east window where there is 
some shade provided by a thin cur- 
tain. Begonias like a spongy soil that 
is rich in organic matter. I use a 
mixture of clean, sharp sand, coarse 
peat moss, good garden loam, and 
well rotted leaf mold. These are mixed 
in equal parts, except I like to add 
an extra bit of leaf mold. 


‘Dancing Girl’ has bright red flowers 
which come freely during late winter 
and spring. It can be summered out- 
doors in a protected, shaded place. 


A dwarf angel wing begonia: ‘Dancing Girl.’ 
It has red clusters of flowers amid silver-splashed 
pink and green leaves. 
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Sturdy Hardy Perennials 


Strong well-rooted plants, packed to carry 
safely coast to coast, and then live, thrive 
Hundreds of kinds, 
bulbs and hardy plants, in our New illus- 
trated catalog. Ask for your copy. 


poo 5 


For More 
Beautiful 


ROSES 


and other 
FLOWERS 


COLORED GREEN To Blend With Foliage 


A highly effective combination insecticide- 
fungicide. Works quickly to control black spot, 
mildew, rose chafer, aphids, other chewing 
and sucking insects. Buy at your dealer’s. 


DUST and SPRAY 
Guipe... FREE! 


Ask your dealer 
or write us. 


FOOD 


and flower. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


Moorestown Dept. V8 


BUILT FOR LONG LIFE 


Here it is—after two years’ 
development—‘‘Little 
Champ,”’ the only rotary 
hand duster designed and 
made in the United States 
for home gardeners. Like 
other Champion sprayers 
and dusters, it’s built to per- 
form and last. Exclusive fea- 
tures, such as spiral agitator 
that fluffs the powder and 
the adjustable feed control 
for every kind of dusting 
without clogging. Two 10- 
in. discharge tube extensions 
included for easy dusting 
under low plants, for reach- 
ing small trees. Only $9.85. 


unusual 


New Jersey 


* 
Niagara CHEMICAL DIVISION 


MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


MIDDLEPORT, N.Y. 


HOTBED HEATERS & VENTILATORS 


One inexpensive electric unit does both. 
Easily installed in your hotbed anytime. 
| HEATER CIRCULATES WARM AIR 
VENTILATOR REMOVES STALE AIR 
| DETAILS FREE FOR THE ASKING 
H. R. RAWSON 
| 4228 Highland Avenue, Downers Grove, Ill. 


| 
i} 
iI 


| 


especially designed and made for 
the home gardener — the NEW 


“LITTLE CHAMP” 


rotary hand duster 


EASIEST to USE for EFFECTIVE DUSTING 


Hold with one hand, turn the crank and a cloud of 
fine dust envelops roses, shrubbery, small trees. 
Use any insecticide or fungicide from teaspoonful 
up to 2-lb. capacity. Entire top comes off for easy 
filling. Because it de es the right kind of dusting so 
easily, it’s the ideal aid for better flowers and vege- 
tables. See your garden center or write for literature. 


CHAMPION SPRAYER COMPANY 


Manufacturer of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6567 HEINTZ AVE. * DETROIT 11, MICH. 
Distributorships available—write for details 


entsenesinninniile 
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TREE PEONIES | GREEN GLADS 


The Aristocrat of the Garden 


SPECIAL OFFER and other UNUSUAL Varieties 


. .. I have them as well as the best standard 
varieties, latest introductions, and All-Amer- 
ica selections. Over 350 varieties of the 
world’s best glads. 

All listed in my new 72-page color catalog— 
the biggest and most complete glad catalog 
published. Send 10c for your copy (deductible 
from first order). 


Eimer Gove, Gladiolus Specialist 
CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


Bex M-4 Burlington, Vermont 


ALL NAMED © ALL DIFFERENT © OUR CHOICE 
SELECT YOUR COLOR -— 2 yr. Grafts 
ener $ 

ur oO nnn 
0 5 PURPLE 

Spring Delivery Aprii—Fall Delivery Sept. and Oct. 

FREE CATALOG 
USPC SNE cinciNNaT 31, OnIG 
- 
mew ...gloriously red 


LIVING FENCE 


hel £53 


AMAZING EVER-BLOOMING, FAST 
GROWING RED ROBIN ROSE HEDGE 


YOURS ... for as little as 12c a foot! 


See the sensational hedge that’s sweeping the country! Surrounds your property with 
beauty and protection. Yet costs as little as 12c a foot! Plant NOW; this summer have 
a vigorous LIVING FENCE to 4 feet high, bursting with lush green foliage and fragrant 
red roses. Truly a “neighbor-saver,” beautiful on BOTH sides. Red Robin (Gloire des 
Rosomanes) is hardy, thrives in even poor soils, mends itself! Keeps children in, animals, 
intruders out. Not a multiflora; grows upright to 6 feet; less if desired. Ideal for homes, 
estates. Featured in Sunset. Copyrighted! Available only at Ginden Nursery. Satisfaction 
GUARANTEED! 


Here’s What a Few of Over 50,000 Customers Say 


“We ordered some last fall and they did so well we want more for 
the other side of our lot.” Jacob Lich, 4421 Ryan Avenue, Billings, 
Montana. 

“Roses were so fresh and healthy looking.”’ Mrs. 
Akron, Ohio. 

“Growing rapidly and are very lovely.” Mrs. C. A. Chapman, 2711 
Beacon Hill Bivd., N. E., Atlanta, Georgia. 

“They are planted in desert sand and adobe mud. Plants are doing 
nicely.” Henry Dziedzic, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

“In driving around the city yesterday | saw a beautiful rose hedge. 
I inquired and she gave me your address.” Mrs. A. B. Gondried, 


Henderson, Nevada. 
137-4 El Camino, San Bruno, Calif. 


W. A. Hazlett, 


| GINDEN NURSERY CO. 


YOURS FREE! yy oe 


LIVING FENCE LANDSCAPE J | falvstor Book pres, se om Red Robin 
BOOK IN FULL COLOR! 5 
Send coupon today for FREE book 


with color photos, prices, etc., on 
Red Robin Living Fence! 
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| Name. 


I Address. 


For summer color... 


Consider 


OF ALL ORNAMENTAL PLANTS, 
climbers are considered most valuable. 
They curtain outside walls and spiral 
up pillars with a luxurious cover of 
foliage and often magnificent flowers. 
They frame garden fences, arbors and 
entrances and soften their architec- 
tural formality. 


The clematis is one of the easiest 
grown of the ornamental vines. When 
well established it will blanket itself 
with a volume of buds which will 
open in mid-May with flowers meas- 
uring 4 to 6 inches across and continue 
to bloom until mid-September. Al- 
though clematis blooms appear to have 
a fine china delicacy, they are able 
to withstand severe weather condi- 
tions, especially heavy rains. An in- 
dividual flower can be expected to last 
from 6 to 10 days on the vine. 


Clematis culture begins at planting 
time. Clematis may be planted either 
in fall or spring; both times have their 
advantages. Fall planting should be 
done early, so that plants may become 
established before severe winter 
freezing. Plants set out in the spring 
have no threat from winterkill and 
at this time of the year the soil is 
damp and ready to start the dormant 
plants as soon as the weather warms 
sufficiently. 

Follow planting instructions which 
the nurseryman will send with your 
order. Clematis requires good drain- 
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CLEMATIS 


by E. H. George 


age, rich soil and lime. Dig a hole 
18 inches deep and 18 inches across. 
If you have clay soil you may want 
to go a little deeper. Fill this hole 
with whatever rubble you have, such 
as broken bricks, plaster, rocks or 
stones, leaving 12 inches of the hole 
unfilled. If you have any sand avail- 
able put it on the rubble to help fill 
up the spaces between the stones. This 
will help the drainage problem. Cle- 
matis like a rich soil so mix a cup of 
fertilizer and two cups of lime in a 
10 quart pail of good garden loam 
and fill in the rest of the hole. When 
planting be sure to point the roots 
straight down and firm the soil around 
them. 


Stake Immediately 

Stake the vines at once as they will 
not grow without something to climb 
on. At the height of the growing sea- 
son they will grow as much as a foot 
a day. Don’t look for this growth in 
a newly planted clematis, however. 

For support you may use a trellis, 
cedar post, a porch pillar or a garden 
fence. It is important that the vines 
be planted where they will receive at 
least five hours of sun a day and pro- 
tection from high winds. Also remem- 
ber that although they thrive in heat 
and bright sun, the vines do their 
best when shaded at the base. They 
have been called hot headed plants 
with cold feet. 
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Pruning should take place in Janu- 
ary or February as the growth buds 
swell. In order not to cut away too 
much of the flowering wood, prune 
just above the joint from which new 
growth is desired. If allowed to ramble 
at will, clematis becomes completely 
tangled, and thinning becomes impos- 
sible. At least half of the growth 
should be pruned back each year to 
provide a succession of new flowering 
wood. 


To Get New Plants 


The home gardener can increase his 
plants by propagating by means of 
layering. At pruning time selected 
shoots are shortened to a length of 
five feet or six feet. A two inch slice 
is made on the under side of the shoot. 
This sliced area is put into a six inch 
pot of sandy soil. The layer is then 
well covered with soil and the pot is 
sunk into the ground. By October or 
November the plant may be severed 
from the parent and moved to a per- 
manent location. Trim to two feet and 
stake before moving. If you buy from 
a nursery, your clematis will come to 
you either in a paper pot or loose root 
packed in sphagnum moss and poly- 
ethylene wrapped. When planting, the 
crown (the part of the vine from 
which the roots spread) should be two 
inches below soil level. This gives the 
plants a chance to produce new roots 
above the crown after planting. Nurs- 
erymen distinguish two distinct groups 
of clematis—the species, which have 
small flowers, and the hybrids, which 
are large flowered. In both groups 
there is a great selection and all offer 
beautiful and graceful forms and 
color. In Mid-America the following 
plants have proved to be successful: 


Reds 
Crimson Star 
Madame Edward Andrea 
Ville De Lyon 
Ernest Markham 
The President 


Whites 
Lanuginosa Candida 
Henryi 
Marie Boisselot 
Miss Bateman 
Blue 
W. E. Gladstone 
William Kennett 
Mrs. Cholmondeley 
Purple 
Jackmani 
Gipsy Queen 
Pink 
Comtesse de Bouchaud 
Madame Becron Veillard 


: 
) 





“Crimson Star’ 


LARGE-FLOWERING 


CLEMATIS 


Your garden deserves the added beau- 
ty and charm that Clematis can bring 
to it. Clematis is a hardy, perennial, 
climbing vine that is caus grown. Its 
abundance of large showy blooms add 
new, thrilling beauty to your yard or 
home. Grow Clematis on arbors, trel- 
lises, porches, stumps, posts, or fences. 
Wonderful as cut flowers; may also be 
grown indoors as a house plant in winter. 


CRIMSON STAR .. . only one of dozens of 
beautiful and exotic varieties, is a striking 
plant which bears a profusion of large 
deep-red blooms from June to September. 
Many flowers will be up to 6 or 7 inches 
across or larger. 


HENRY! . . . beautiful glossy white flowers 
with large waxlike petals. 


EITHER PLANT, OR BOTH 


shipped postpaid $495 


at your proper 
planting time for 
each 


ORDER TODAY from America’s Largest 
Clematis Growers and Propagators. Yeur 
Satisfaction is guaranteed. 

Our free color folder shows and describes 
the world’s largest offering, named varieties 
of Clematis, in a wide range of colors, as 
well as other vines and ornamentals to 
grace your home and garden. Sent with each 
order, or check box at bottom of coupon. 


& so 
JAMES I. GEORGE *‘.xc" 
Dept. FG-4, Fairport, N. Y. 
Read the Clematis Story on page 52. 


MAIL COUPON... 


To James |. George & Sons, Inc. 
Dept. FG-4, Fairport, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: Please send me the following: ; 
( plants “Crimson Star’, @ $1.95 each, postpaid. 
(number) 

() plants ‘“‘Henryi’’, @ $1.95 each, postpaid. 
(number) 


| enclose $. 


Name_ 





St. & No. 





City, Zone, State. - 


oes Tat dalam (ea 
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LEARN aL ome 
LANDSCAPE 
GARDENING 


Norman A. Morris, interna- 
tionally recognized Landscape 
Architect, now offers a com- 
plete Home Study Landscap- 
ing Course. Learn this fasci- 
nating profession for pleasure 
or profit. 


MANY OPPORTUNITIES 


Healthful outdoor work for men and women. Earn 
while you learn. Improve your property, start own 
business or have a fine job. Free Consultation service. 
Hundreds of successful graduates coast to coast. Write 
today for FREE BOOKLET. 
SSBB SSB SBSESEBESEEEEEEEEEEEESE ESE 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
310 S. Robertson Bivd., Dept. 9.47 
Los Angeles 48, Calif. 
Dear Sirs: Please send me without obligation, com- 
plete a about your course. No salesman 
will call. 


Name___ 

Address__ 

City, Zone____ State. Se 

SBeeeseeeseeseseseeeaaaseae 
CATALOG IS DEVOTED 
EXCLUSIVELY TO DAHLIAS, 

featuring the best of the old and the best of the 

new, in domestic and foreign varieties, and at a 

varying range of prices. 

At show of American Dahlia Society in New York City 


on September 18th and 19th, 1956, our display was 
awarded the Society's gold medal. 


Our catalog is free on request. Send for it. 


PARRELLA DAHLIA GARDENS 
ELY AVENUE NEW YORK 69, NEW YORK 


2222S SES 


OuR UP TO THE MINUTE 


3380 


PACHY SANDRA 


The ideal permanent evergreen ground cover plant 
to grow in sunny as well as the shadiest locations 
where grass will not grow. Grows at even height of 
about 8 inches. Piant 6 inches apart. 10—$1.25; 
25 for $2.35; SO for $4.35; 100-—$7.95: 1000— 
$65. Prepaid and neatly packed. Shipped promptly. 


L. W. Lundquist, Grower, Shrub Oak 15, N. Y. 


QUICKEE PLANT POTTER 
And TRANSPLANTER 


(Pat. Pend.) 

Can be 

used by 

every flow- 

er and veg- 

etable gar- 

dener. 

Ideal for 

potted 

plantsales. 

It digs an- 

nuals, per- 

ennials 

and vegetable plants without loss 
of growth. Hold pot at end of tool. 
Simple thumb pressure puts plant 
into 2%” x 2%” x 3” standard 
square paper band pots. It digs 
holes for all plants and tulip bulbs. 
Steel construction. Money back 
guarantee. Tool with instructions 
$4.45 (Post Paid). 


POTTER SALES CO. 
1367 Hedman Way 
White Bear Lake, Minn. 
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STHE FORUM 


your questions answered by C. L. Quear 


I would like to know what the bush 
or shrub which I know as the nanny- 
berry bush is called in nursery catalogs. 


| G. L. R., Wisconsin. 


The shrub bearing the common name 
nanny-berry is Viburnum Lentago. It is 
also called sheep-berry and is native to 
Spain. 

We have just bought a new home and 
we have clay soil. Please advise me as 
to how to prepare this soil so that I can 
grow flowers. I want a flower bed, and 
I would like to do the work myself, if 
possible. Mrs. J. R., Illinois. 


A clay soil may be an excellent soil high 
in mineral plant food but it is an extremely 
fine textured soil. This makes it difficult 
to work, easily baked, and hard for plants 
to secure the water and plant food it con- 
tains. To improve the structure of such a 
soil large amounts of partially decayed or- 
ganic matter need to be added. As the 
organic matter decays the humus formed 
makes the clay friable or crumbly. Also it 
increases the ability of plants to secure soil 
moisture. Finally humus modifies the soil 
color, improves soil bacteria action and 
increases the quantity of plant food availa- 
ble. If a clay soil is well drained the addi- 
tion of a heavy application of partially de- 
cayed stable dressing is all that is neces- 
sary to prepare it for a flower bed. At 
least a four-inch layer of organic matter 
should be spread over the clay and then 
spaded into the bed. This should be re- 
peated in the fall and may well be con- 
tinued each fall thereafter. 


Can you advise me about using saw- 
dust as a mulch? Can it be used year 
after year? B. Y., Colorado. 


The chief reason for applying a mulch is 
to conserve moisture in the soil. Sawdust 
will serve this purpose and if it is not ap- 
plied in too heavy amounts could be used 
year after year. It decomposes so slowly 
that heavy mulches would in time make the 
soil too light for most plants. As long as 
only about an inch mulch is spread on each 
season the buildup of undecayed material 
should not be excessive. 


How can I save an old asparagus bed 
that is full of grass, mostly quack, which 
has formed a very heavy sod? Will 


coarse salt or a heavy mulch kill the 
sod? Y. R., Ohio. 


An old asparagus bed should first be 
cleaned off, that is, all old stalks and heavy 
clumps of sod should be removed. Then 
the entire bed should be forked over, turn- 
ing under all winter growth that has per- 
sisted and removing, as far as possible, the 
white root stocks of the quack grass. Fol- 
low this with a heavy mulch of stable dress- 
ing both to help smother the quack grass 
and to furnish organic matter and plant 
food. The mulch will not entirely control 
the grass. It will have to be helped by 
clean cultivation. Common salt will also 
aid in controlling the weeds for asparagus 
will tolerate more salt in the soil than most 
plants. One pound of salt to 100 feet of 
row applied once a month will gradually 
build up the salt content until it is intolera- 
ble to most grasses and weeds. 


I would like to know what flowers are 
suitable to plant in flower boxes. We are 
building an enclosed porch with brick, 
and we have flower boxes along the 
outside front and sides, off the ground. 
Mrs. C. E. Y., Illinois. 


Built-in flower boxes on the outside of a 
brick wall should be provided with drain- 
age. Then the selection of plants must be 
based on the height you want plants in the 
boxes, if you want vines on the front of the 
boxes or not, and by the amount of ex- 
posure to sunshine. If any box is on the 
west or south side and exposed to the full 
sun with a brick background the midsum- 
mer heat will be terrific. On the north, 
with just a touch of sun morning and eve- 
ning, or on the east with only the morn- 
ing sun almost any porch box plants will 
survive. Start with old standbys like pe- 
tunias, geraniums, lantanas, vinca vines, 
and coleus. With a north exposure you 
might add torenia, ageratum, sultani, be- 
gonia, lobelia, and ferns such as sprengeri 
or Boston. 


Send your gardening questions to The Forum, FLOWER & GARDEN, Mid-America 
Building, Kansas City 11, Mo. Those of general interest and timeliness will be answered 
in this column. No questions can be acknowledged or answered except in this column. 
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I would like to know how to get rid 
of dandelions — we have so many in 
some places that there is nothing but 
dandelions. Do you think the ground 
should be worked up and reseeded? 
Mrs. C. D., Minnesota. 


Selective seed killers are effective for de- 
stroying dandelions. On the lawn an appli- 
cation of 2,4-D weed killer used according 
to the directions of the manufacturer will 
prove entirely effective. Working up and 
reseeding the lawn will do little to discour- 
age dandelions, especially if this is done in 
the spring. Almost any brand of 2,4-D 
weed killer will do the job, especially if 
applied when the dandelions are growing 
rapidly in early spring. As a later crop 
emerges from seed already in the soil the 
spray will need to be repeated. As soon as 
spraying has been done to kill the dande- 
lions seed the area with quick growing 
grass, such as redtop, to fill up the bare 
places. Bare spots left when the dandelions 
are killed invite the appearance of other 
pests and unless you have some desirable 
grass coming on to fill up the areas you 
end just as bad off as at the start. 


I have a crape myrtle that gets mil- 
dew every year just before it blooms, 
and then the buds fall off. What can I 
do to prevent this unhappy situation? 


Mrs. E. M., Oklahoma. 


Mildew on the crape myrtle is due to ex- 
cess of moisture on the foliage at night, 
lack of sunlight, and lack of air circulation 
through the plants. Likely the plants are 
too close together, crowded by larger shrubs 
or shaded by trees. Correct these conditions 
and don’t sprinkle the plants in the eve- 
ning. 


I am very much interested in grow- 
ing lilacs from cuttings. When would 
be the best time to take the cuttings 
and what type of wood, and how long 
should the cuttings be? What rooting 
material should be used? Mrs. R. B., 


Wisconsin. 


To start lilacs from cuttings, try both 
hardwood and softwood cuttings. Hard- 
wood cuttings are taken any time after the 
leaves fall, preferably by or before January. 
Tip canes are cut about six inches long, 
buried in moist sand in a cool frostproof 
place, butt end up. By the middle of April 
the cut ends are callused and then the cut- 
tings may be planted, right end up, in the 
garden. Softwood cuttings are taken late 
in the spring. Cuttings six inches long are 
rooted in sand in a closed case where the 
temperature and humidity can be con- 
trolled and where drafts cannot blow across 
the soft growths. 


I have an amaryllis which has 
flowered and now has some large seed 
pods. Will you tell me what I should 
do with the seeds and the plant? Mrs. 
S. R., Indiana. 
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Cut off the seed pods and discard them. 
Keep the amaryllis bulbs growing, pre- 
ferably by plunging the plants pots and all 
in the garden in a partially shaded moist 
place, in May. In the fall, just before frost 
time bring in the bulbs and ripen them off 
by cutting down on the water and let them 
rest for 6 or 8 weeks. When you see evi- 
dence that the bulbs are trying to start up 
after this period of rest, repot them if nec- 
essary and start watering them again. They 
will soon bloom if kept in a warm, light 
place. You can grow new plants from the 
seeds but unless they are something special 
it is not worth the time and effort. 


Could you tell me something about 
the plant called “snow rose?” Mrs. W. 


P., Ohio. 


I assume what you refer to as snow rose 
is the commonly called Christmas rose. Its 
right name is helleborus. It will grow in 
almost any location but prefers a place 
that doesn’t become too dry and with a 
little shade. It is practically stemless and 
the winter blooming flowers appear just 
above the soil. It usually blooms about 
February along about the time the witch 
hazel shrubs are in bloom. Often they are 
in bloom in or under the snow, producing 
greenish white flowers about two inches 
across. They are not showy but are inter- 
esting and once established will remain if 
left undisturbed for many years. 


This vine-type weed 
which bears a small 
white flower is growing 
profusely on my fence 
and throughout my gar- 
den, training itself in 

and around all the 
plants and shrubs. This 
is very annoying to me 
as it makes for an un- 
sightly garden, and 
when I pick a bouquet, 
this weed practically 
strips the leaves off their stems. I would 
appreciate any help you can give me to 
rid my garden of this pest. J. S., Michi- 
gan. 


This vine is a bindweed and is, I believt, 
the worst pest that has ever invaded our 


gardens. Selective weed killers containing 


2.4-D will control bindweed where it can | 
be used but among the flowers and vege- 
tables and in the rock garden one can 


scarcely use 2,4-D. Clean cultivation will, 
in time, destroy most weed pests but it is 
almost impossible to control bindweed by 
hoeing, pulling, or plowing no difference 
how thorough and often the job is done. 
All one can do is spray open areas and 


constantly cultivate around plants and 


shrubs to prevent its spread. Each piece of | 


root or runner will soon produce a new 
plant and the roots extend for several feet 
into the soil. The plants will come up 
through the hardest soil and penetrate any 
thickness of mulch. 





AYLILIES 


AMERICA’S LARGEST 


GROWER (30 Acres) 
Send for America’s finest 
full-color catalog — it’s 


i are 


Spring 15, Texas 


BERMUDA APRON 

The handiest, all 
around garden and 
home apron which you 
will surely want, not 
only for yourself, but as 
gifts to friends. Cleverly 
made of husky, wash- 
able cotton denim with 
bold, bright trim and 
two deep pockets. The 
plastic knee patches 
have removable sponge- 
rubber pads. Available 
in Apple Green or 
Charcoal Gray. Please 
state color wanted. 
Price: Each, $2.95, ppd. 


SHOE SAVER GARDEN BOOT 
For her yard work, Shoe Saver Garden 
Boots have waterproof sides and soles to 
keep out dirt and moisture. Slacks tuck into 
denim tops to prevent snags. In plaids, stripes, 
or checks in assorted colors. Women’s sizes 
4-9 (order by shoe size). $2.95 ppd. Comfort 

Producers, Inc., Berlin 10, Wisconsin. 


* : a 
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SPRINKLER 


“onty STE , 


UNBREAKABLE 
RUST-PROOF 


ADJUSTABLE 
NON-CLOGGING 


FOR FINE OR 
COARSE SPRAY 
FITS ANY 
STANDARD SIZE 


GARDEN HOSE READY TO USE 


SPRAYS UP TO 
2500 SQ. FT. 


AREA. JUST ATTACH 


4 TO HOSE AND 

PUSH INTO 
AVAILABLE IN YOUR GROUND 
LOCAL DEPARTMENT 


OR CHAIN STORES 

or write: DEPT. F 
COMET METAL PRODUCTS CO.., INC., 
91-13 132nd St.. Richmond Hill 18, N. Y. 





Do-it-Yourself With These 
FREE Craft Blueprints! 


It’s easy to make these items: 
TRELLIS STEP STOOL 
TOY BOX SPICE RACK 
LAMPS WEATHERVANE MONOGRAMS 
PULL TOYS CHILD'S SWING BIRD HOUSES 
PLUS many other easy to use plans, whether you 
own a shop full of power equipment or just a 
coping saw. All of these, just to introduce you to 
America’s newest and most exciting magazine . . 
The WORKBENCH .... chuck full of Semecneti 
and do-it-yourself ideas. 

Issued every other month, 35c_a copy newsstand 
price, $2.00 a year by mail. Send just $1.00 for 
10 months (5 issues) today. If you're not com- 
pletely happy with first copy, your money back 


BURGER PRESS 
PLANTERS 


# Massed under shrubs, 

5 in borders with bulbs, 
@. in planters on the ter- 
— bring fresh, last- 

4 ing beauty. CLARKES’ 


STRAIN of fakestus, in lovely 


new shades, large flowers, tall 
stems, guaranteed to bloom this 


703 Handcraft Bldg. 





Spring; large plants, dozen $5.75 
postpaid. Hand-pollinated seed, 
mixed, pkt. $2.50 p.p. 


promptly. 
WORKBENCH 


Kansas City 11, Mo. 


LET US KNOW IF YOU’RE MOVING | 


@ Give us 6 to 8 weeks advance notice | 
@ State both your old and new address | 
@ Address your notice to: 
Circulation Department 
FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine 
Mid-America Building 
Kansas City 11, Mo. 


What Is A ‘‘Collector’s ltem’"? 


It's an Original... 
It’s a FIRST... 
It has Value... 
It's Attractive ... 
t's Scarce... 





Send for FREE, 24-page eniten: of Primroses 
and Pansies beautifully illustrated in color, 
including cultural instructions. 


THE CLARKES 


BOX 440-FG CLACKAMAS, OREGON 





FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine's January, 1957 edition is ALL of 


these things — a real “collector's item”. 

ORIGINAL . . Never before a garden magazine exclusively 
for the Mid-America area. 

FIRST ... . . In January, 1957, FLOWER & GARDEN burst 


upon the scene like a rocket with over 150,000 
eager charter subscribers. 


VALUE .... The “cream of the crop” information, edited 


and illustrated to give you the greatest return 
ever for the low subscription price. 


Gorgeous full color covers, pretty enough for 

framing. 

SCARCE... . Only a VERY LIMITED supply available—and 
when these are gone this offer can never be 
repeated. 

Here is the offer so many people haVe been demanding — THE FIRST 

THREE ISSUES of FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine made available by mail 

for only $1.00 postpaid — less than the combined newsstand price. If 

you missed them, this is your BIG OPPORTUNITY. 

This offer is very limited, so to guarantee that you get these three valu- 

able issues, fill out the coupon below and mail it together with only 

$1.00, TODAY! GET the January “collector's item” issue, with gorgeous 
inside color, emphasis on Annuals, and the All America Selections. Feb- 
ruary: Emphasis on Glads and Favorite Fruits for Mid-America. March: 

Emphasis on Roses, picture windows and outdoor color. All this and 

much, much more — yours so easily if you order now. 


FLOWER & GARDEN Magazine, 559 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, Mo. 
Dept. 1029 


1 am enclosing $____- for__....____sets of the Jan.-Feb.-Mar. money-saving 
collection of Flower and Garden Magazine for Mid-America. 
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It's Easy to Grow Pents 
(Continued from page 33) 

Third — Give them room — they 
don’t like to be crowded. They love 
light, so plant them in the sun. 

No rule can be formulated for use 
in the garden, beyond suggesting that 
the tall ones be used in the back- 
ground, the short ones in the fore- 
ground and the intermediates in be- 
tween. 

A list of easy penstemons for be- 
ginners: 

Color 
pink-red- 

purple 
pink-coral- 

scarlet 
pink-blue- 
purple 


Name Height 
‘Fate Hybrid’ 
36-60” 
‘Flathead Lake’ 
18-30” 
‘NP Hybrids’ 
12-30” 
P. hirsutus 

(Gladwyn strain) pink-purple 
‘Seeba Hybrid’ 


8-18” 
white-pink- 
lavender 36-48” 

Including these, over 100 pen- 
stemons are available to members of 
the American Penstemon Society 


through their seed exchange. 


Dogwood 
(Continued from page 17) 
each blossom to the sun. Leaves are 
oval, three to six inches long. 

The showy parts of the blossoms 
are, botanically speaking, not petals 
as in most flowers, but actually the 
bud scales or bracts, which enclose 
the small cluster of tiny yellow and 
green real flowers. The bud scales, 
four to each blossom, start to grow 
as they unfold, so that the tiny clusters 
of true flowers are grouped in the 
center of the four large white bracts. 

In the wild, dogwood blossoms are 
white, but a pink form was found 
several years ago and from this tree 
nurserymen have propagated others 
by grafting so that today it may be 
purchased in both the pink and the 
white forms. 

Dogwood does well in a rich, moist 
soil or in a soil containing gravel, 
but overlaid with a thick layer of 
decaying leaves such as it finds in the 
woods. It likes some shade, growing 
well among other trees, but it will 
grow in the sun. Where climatic con- 
ditions are not too favorable, but 
where it will still grow, a northern 
or western exposure is best, with pro- 
tection from spring sun, so that the 
tree is held back in early spring. Dog- 
wood is hardy at Rochester and Buf- 
falo in New York State, but may 
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winterkill in the Adirondacks. In the 
Midwest it grows in the woods in 
abundance to central Missouri, but 
thrives in gardens far north of this 
area. 


Transplanting Not Easy 


Transplanting is best done in the 
spring and nursery grown stock moves 
easier than trees dug from the woods. 
Many nurserymen sell only balled and 
burlapped trees as they are more likely 
to live. But young, bare-rooted trees 
will usually survive if special care is 
taken that they are dug in the nursery 
with plenty of fine roots, and handled 
so that they are never allowed to dry 
out from the time they are dug, until 
planted. 

Bare-rooted stock should have the 
ragged ends of the roots clipped with 
a clean, sharp cut and then the entire 
root system dipped in thin mud just 
before planting. The hole should be 
sufficiently large to hold the roots 
without cramping or bending. Rich 
loam should be worked in around the 
roots and pressed down. Water thor- 
oughly. 

Both bare-rooted and balled and 
burlapped trees should be set at the 
same depth at which they grew in 
the nursery. 


The blooming period of flowering 
dogwood is quite long. At Quincy, 
Illinois, the trees were in full bloom 
last year on May 3. On May 17 some 
of the blossoms were beginning to 
fade, but the trees were still attractive. 

Dogwood blooms about three weeks 
after forsythia, but overlaps the bloom- 
ing period of redbud so that the two 
are handsome together before the red- 
bud has faded. 


Attractive compositions in the gar- 
den can also be worked out between 
dogwood and the following shrubs 
which are in bloom at the same time: 
Japanese kerria, Hugonis rose, Tatar- 
ian honeysuckle and lilac. Or use it 
with the following colorful perennials 
which are also in bloom at this period: 
Virginia bluebells, basket of gold, 
sweet williams, moss phlox, iris and 
mid-season tulips. 

Whether in the wild or in gardens, 
dogwood is a plant you’ll enjoy. And 
besides its colorful splash in early 
spring, it is attractive at other seasons 
through the bright red berries of Sep- 
tember and October, the scarlet fall 
color and the interesting branching as 
seen in winter. 
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Budl’s 









—save money on quantity purchases. 


Air Wave Giant Red Bicolor 


Biue Cluster Painted Girl 
Blue Girl Hybrid Pansy 
Bridesmaid Pink Cheer 
Double Delight Pink Cushion 
Double Inspiration Pink Puff 


Double Neptune Purple Knight 


NEWER VARIETIES 


Blue Peak Madame Kern 
Caliph Misty Pink 
Double Painted Girl Pink Dilly — 
Double Pink Cheer Pink Carnation 
Double Wine Velvet Girl Rainbow's End 












Ember Pink Rose Wing 
Evelyn Johnson Ruffled Heiress 
Frivoletta St. Louis 

Giant Snow Prince Sea Sprite 
Holiday Tonka Delight 


Order now direct from ad 


while limited supply lasts— write today. 





ALBERT H. BUELL, 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


Healthy, vigorous plants you'll be proud to own. 
favorites plus the best of the newer varieties. Order several plants now 
All plants in 242” 
mailed postpaid and guaranteed to arrive in good condition, 


FAVORITE VARIETIES 


Only $7 cach $10.50 postpaid 


Catalog of Gloxinias and African Violets sent free 


Dept. M-74, Eastford, Conn. 





We have the old 





shipping pots, 


Rainbow King 
Robin Hood 
Ruffled Treasure 


only # ca. 


any 6 for 
$5.25 postpaid 


Snow Prince 
Sundance 
White Pride 
Splash 















BUELL’S 
HYBRID 
GLOXINIAS 


Fast becoming one 

























prege Teewse, 
Plants i ae 






shippin 
Assorted Sine ‘only. Shipped postpaid—guar- 
anteed to arrive in first class condition. 


2 for $1.85; 3 for $2.65 
4 for $3.50; 6 for $4.75 
12 for $8.50 


$7 ca 


FAT GIRLS’ DIET 


and other practical proved ways to take off fat sent 
to you by mail in plain wrapper at special prices. 


(1 SPECIAL DIET for FAT STOMACHS 
AND THICK WAISTLINES 
If it’s your stomach and waistline 
bothering you, here’s your diet!...................... 25¢ 








(1 HOW TO STAY THIN AFTER 

LOSING FAT— 

Getting thin is one thing—staying 

thin another! This tells you owt a 25¢ 
O “SECRETS” TO SPEED REDUCING— 

Important “‘little things” discovered 

in 18 years’ reducing experience!.................. 25¢ 
(1 ONE-DAY ALL LIQUID DIET— 

How to lose a few pounds fast and safely..25¢ 
O LARGE BUSTS—HOW TO REDUCE— 

The only sure . . . only safe method 

to reduce large busts............ ..25¢ 
O HOW TO KEEP ON A DIET WITHOUT 


SUFFERING— 


Excellent help to keep you on your diet 
until desired weight is lost! 25¢ 


( FAMOUS BANANA DIET— 
World renowned medical hospital diet, 
very filling, satisfying, easy to follow, 
takes weight off rapidly... fe 25¢ 


O WHY BE HUNGRY? EAT ALL YOu 
WANT 


of foods listed in this booklet. 
Get as slim as you want! 


25c 





0 


O 


SPECIAL DIET FOR FAT HIPS 
AND THIGHS— 

If your weight is below the waist 

this diet will slim you........ 
DEHYDRATION DIET 

FOR GIRLS WHO CRAVE SWEETS 
The fastest and most pleasant of all! 

Helps fight your worst enemy! .25¢ 
POPULAR “9-DAY MIRACLE” DIET— 


If you have 9 Ibs. to lose, this will 
do it! A fast start for 90! 


25¢ 


HIGH PROTEIN DIET FOR WOMEN 


Lets you eat more and these foods 
keep up your pep and energy....................... 25¢ 


POUND A DAY “MIRACLE” DIET— 
An infallible diet that insures the loss of 

at least a Ib. a day! Can be repeated 

3 days each month.......................... 25¢ 


0 5 POUND—10 DAY DIET— 


Takes off 5 Ibs. in 10 days! May be 


repeated every month! .25¢ 


0 DIET “TRICKS” FOR OFFICE 


0 


CHECK THE DIETS YOU WANT AND SEND FOR PROMPT 


GIVEN: Weig 


DELIVERY. 
CHECK. ~, FIVE mailed to you for only $1, postpaid. Any 


ALL 16 diets for $3, ese. No orders under 1. 


WORKERS— 

A new Pfahler diet to help office workers 
who must carry their lunch or those 

who eat in restaurants.....................---cceeee- 25c 


RECIPES FOR MAIN DISH MEALS— 


Deliciously different! Easy to prepare 

1-dish meals 25¢ 

ENCLOSE COIN, MONEY ORDER or 

TEN mailed to you for only ”. postpaid. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


# and Height Chart PLUS Measurement Chart! 


RUTH PFAHLER, Dept. 501B, Decatur, Illinois. 


1 am enclosing....................... 


. If | have checked FIVE items, please send them to me for $1. 


lf | have checked TEN items, please send them for only $2 
If | have checked all 16 items, please send them for $3. 





RATE 40 cents per word. Minimum order accepted in the CLASSIFIED SECTION—$8.00 per issue. 
state counted. 


headings $1.50 extra. Initials, street address, city, 


CLASSIFIED 


Special 
Post office zone number will not be 


charged for. Closing date 12th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. Address: FLOWER & 


GARDEN, Classified Dept., 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil, pots, insecti- 
cides, charcoal, labels, wicking. Coupe line. Cat- 
alog. Neil C. Miller, Penns Grove 29, N. J. 
AFRICAN VIOLET SEED: Mixture from 50 named 
varieties. 300 seed with planting instructions for 
$1.00. Mrs. Paul Myers, 4725 E. 35th St., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 


RECESSIVE YELLOWS, etc. Rooted leaves—radi- 
ated to produce newest varieties. Five yarieties and 
three hardy chrysanthemums, $3.00 postpaid. Elder- 
kin, 2552 Broadway, Toledo 9, Ohio. 


AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES—15 varieties labeled 
or 20 unlabeled $2.00. 1 Double Pink included in 
each collection. Price list free. L. Freudenburg, 
Battle Creek, Nebraska. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS, GLOXINIAS — Seeds, seed- 
lings, fresh cut leaves, rooted leaves. Many varieties. 
Mrs. Leonard Volkart, Russellville, Mo. 


AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES. Thunderhead, Guilt- 
edge and other new varieties. Free list. Lois Hop- 
per, 3940 Oak, Kansas City 11, Mo. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


"HOME BUSINESS DIGEST” has Sparetime money- 

making income, opportunities galore. Sample copy 
25c. Joseph Donovan, 79-G Greenbelt Lane, Levit- 
town, N. Y. 


GROW ORCHIDS AT HOME — profitable — fas- 
cimating. Year ‘round. Maine to Calif. No green- 
house. Gorgeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc. Success- 
ful home grower shows you how. Free—Full details. 

623, 100 So. Vermont, Los 


BE A LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR. Make $20 
to $60 a day. Start with smaller projects and work 
into larger jobs. We show you how. Easy-to-follow 
Home Study Course. Write for Free Book. National 
Landscape Institute, Dept. DC-47, 310 S. Robert- 
son Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & FLORIS: 
TRY. Start your own business, part or full time. 
Many good paying positions open. Earn while 
learning. Send for Free Book. National Landsca 
Institute, Studio DC-47, 310 S. Robertson Blvd. 
Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


CALADIUMS 


FANCY CALADIUMS. More than 100 named 
varieties including the newer lance type. Write for 
list and prices. Joyner’s Caladium Specialist, 5102 
Seminole Avenue, Dept. X, Tampa 3, Fla. 


CANNAS 


CANNAS—OLD AND NEW. 10c to $1.00. Iris— 
lists. Hazel Milhoan, Re. 1, Box 640, Bossier City, 
Louisiana. 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS, over 
125 varieties, write for free list. David L. Norvell, 
Chrysanthemums, E. 2525 N. Altamont Bivd., 


Spokane 32, Wash. 
58 


559 Westport Road, Kansas City 11, 


Missouri. 


HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Send for catalog 
listing the finest in New and Popular Hardy Chry- 
santhemums; Perennials for your home. House Plants 


in variety. Terrace View Gardens, Dept. G, Green- 
castle, Ind. 


PRIZE WINNING HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
that do best Midwest; Joan Helen, Early Kathleen, 
Alert, Malinda Brown, Chas. Nye, White Cloud, 
Football Bronze, Chiquita, Coppersmith, Lipstick, 
Purple Waters, Miss Lace. One each above named 
varieties, twelve strong potted plants, only $4.98 
postpaid. 100 for $25.00. Order today from this ad. 
Merle Payne, 2814 South 42nd, Kansas City 6, Kan. 


EXTRA HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS, and 
Gladiolus. Gorgeous colors. Early. Northern field 
grown. State inspected. Write for bargains. Burnette 
Gardens, Assumption, III. 


BETTER MUMS FOR 1957. Write for catalog list- 
ing over 150 hardy and exhibit Chrysanthemum 
varieties. Stan's Mums, 3204 Saltsman Rd., Erie, Pa. 


GET OUR FREE CATALOG describing new Chrys- 
anthemums, Hemerocallis, Japanese, Siberian, Beard- 
ed Iris. Don't miss Davey Crockett! Omar Coles, 
Magnolia, N. J 








DAHLIAS 


DAHLIA ROOTS, 8 large beauties $2.00; Poms 
Miniatures, 10 for $2.00; Lost tag, 12 for $2.00; 
3 orders $5.00; postpaid. Martell’s Dahlia Gardens, 
19 Allerton St., Quincy, Mass. 

DAHLIAS: We liste 80 gorgeous Giant, Miniature 
and Pompon varieties. Ask for descriptive list. 
Moses Nurseries, Box 65, Lima, N. Y 


12 GORGEOUS LARGE FLOWERING DAHLIAS, 
labeled, $3.75 postpaid. 100 Johnny-Jump-Up 
Hardy Pansy $3.00 postpaid. Smith's Garden, 
Manchester, Kans. 


DAYLILIES 


NEW HEMEROCALLIS LISTED in color classes. 
Large plants. Succession of bloom. Canari, Dorothea, 
Earlianna, Lambkin, Milady, Morning Glory, Morocco 
Red, listed at $7.00 for $5.50. Kenwood Iris Gar- 


dens, 7595 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati 36, Ohio. 


DAYLILIES—Bargain prices, choice varieties, new 
colors, reds, purples, rose-pinks, blends, strong 
plants, regularly priced to $2.00 each, labeled, post- 
paid, 6 for $3.00, 12 for $5.00, spring shipment. 
Hill Iris and Peony Farm, Lafontaine, Kar Kansas. 


15 NAMED VARIETIES FOR $7.50, your choice. 
Write for special list. $3.50 Lenington variety free 
if order placed before June Ist. Lenington Gardens, 
7007 Palmer Rd., Kansas City 33, Mo. 


BLOOM DAYLILIES FROM SPRING until frost. 
Landscape bargain-15 different, all sizes and colors, 
$5.00. Catalog. Richards Gardens, Greencastle, Ind. 


DAYLILIES-HOSTAS-IRIS-PEONIES. We will in- 
clude one lovely daylily Free with every order. 
Also Special Offer to New Customers. Shoemaker’s 
Gardens, Box 26, Overland Park, Kans. 


DELPHINIUMS 


WRITE FOR FREE DELPHINIUM 
descriptive list and price folder. 
Box 84, North Salem, Ind. 


and Mum 
Klein's Greenhouse, 


DRIFTWOOD 


TWO FLOWER ARRANGEMENT BOOKS featur- 
ing driftwood. Clear illustrations of excellent design. 
Book of 44 pictures $1.00. Book of 102 pictures 
$3.00 P.P. Florence M. Schaffer, Kingsburg, Calif. 


EARTHWORMS 


iin t atari antacid a 
YOU NEED NO GREEN THUMB oo raise your 
house plants with our worm culture pluse castings, 
Write for free literature and prices. Nut Meg State 
Earthworm Industries, Deep River, Conn. 


FLOWER ARRANGERS SUPPLIES 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 
arrangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free 


illustrated catalog. Dorothy Biddle Service. MA-4, 
Hawthorne, N. Y. 


GERANIUMS 


SPECIAL OFFER: 12 strong plants —r $?- 00, 
labeled, each different. 8 double zonals, 1 each fancy 
leaf. Unusual, odd, rare; ivy leaved; scented leaved, 
Catalog 10c. Cooks Greenhouses, Sterling, Kansas. 
TWELVE ASSORTED ZONAL, Pansy, Pelargonium, 
Ivyleaf, Fancyleaf geranium rooted cuttings, $2.00. 


24 for $3.00 Postpaid. Jack Haase Greenhouses, 
Pekin, Illinois. 


237 CHOICE ZONAL GERANIUMS. Novelties. 
Dwarfs. Fancy-Leaved. Catalog 10c Holmes C. 
Miller, 280 West Portola Avenue, Los Altos, Calif. 


GLADIOLUS 


. Ask for colored listings. Special 30 
variety assortment, 75 bulbs for $3. -> postpaid. 
Moses Nurseries, Box 65, Lima, N. Y 


HARDY PERENNIAL VERBENA 


DAZZLING RED-White-Apple Blossom-Field grown 
plants, 12 for $1.75; 25 for $3.25; 50 for $6.00. 
Double Tube Rose Bulbs, same price postpaid. Mrs. 
Roy Harrell, Box 173, Fayetteville, Ga. 


HERBS, FIELDGROWN PLANTS and Seeds. In- 
“Herbs Described’: $1.00 (in- 
catalog). Catalog only, 10c. Plantation 

, RFD, Rustburg, Va. 


HIBISCUS 


MALLOW OR HARDY HIBISCUS Annie J 
Hemming Pat. 835. Beautiful red flower, dark green 
foliage. $2.50 each. Eastern Shore Nurseries, Inc., 
Box 743, Eaton, Md. 


HOUSE PLANTS 


RARE HOUSE PLANTS. Beautiful exotics. 
old favorites. Extensive catalog 10c. Complete cul- 


tural instructions. Barrington Greenhouses, Dept. 
F, Barrington, 


Also 


HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Over 1,000 varieties. 
Full collections of Geraniums, Begonias, Ivies, Herbs. 
Catalog 25c. Merry Gardens, Camden, Maine. 


1,000 IRIS VARIETIES, tall, intermediate, dwarfs: 
many rare bargains; hardy midwest grown; free 
catalog. Cardinal Iris Gardens, Hamilton, Ind. 


SUPERIOR OREGON RHIZOMES. New varieties. 

Satisfaction guaranteed. Catalog on request. Kather- 

= Gardens, 3563 Jacksonville Hwy., Medford, 
re. 


DWARF IRIS — 10 assorted colors postpai 
$1.00. Write for free catalog. Buena Vi 


Gardens, 113 N. University St., Vermillion, S.D. 


LAWN GRASS 


FREE ZOYSIA PICTURE FOLDER. Many useful! 
mew facts from America’s oldest, most reliable 
grower. Meyer Z-52 turf square—equals 324 plues 
—only $9.95 f.o.b. Order Today! See Ad, page 63. 
Attractive dealer plan. Beck's Zoysia Co., 843 Col- 
lege St., Auburn, Ala. 


CERTIFIED MEYER (Z-52) or Certified Emerald 
Zoysia. Enough to plant 2,000 square feet $15.00 
er Nordan’s Grass Farms, Dept. F, Abbe- 
ville, Ala. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


SWISS FLORAL POSTCARDS—S500 colorful beau- 
ties. List free. Samples 10c coin. Globe-Art Com- 
pany, oe 219, Madison Square Station, New York 
10, N. Y. 


Scan er a armen ENR tema i 


MUSHROOMS 


MUSHROOM SPAWN PLUS NEWEST Manureless 
growing methods. $1.00. Prepared Trays, 3 for 
$4.50. F.O.B., Free Literature. Luxgard, 641 South 
19th, Newark 3, N. J. 
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OF INTEREST TO WOMEN 


$200 MONTHLY POSSIBLE, Sewing Babywear! 
Fast, easy big demand! No house eotting, Send 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Babygay, Warsaw 
47, Ind. 


SELL FINE FABRICS. Skirt and dress lengths, also 
by the yard. Get yours at Wholesale. Write Dept. 
FG, Box 24, Norwalk, Conn. 





ORCHIDS 


THREE ORCHID PLANTS shipped in bloom, as- 
sorted colors, $5.35 postpaid. Ever-blooming novelty 
varieties. Free growing instructions included. Fas- 
cinating orchid booklet 50c. Price lise free. Samuel 
Presner, Box 4550-J, Coral Gables, Fla. 


PERENNIALS 


GIANT BEARDED, DUTCH IRIS. Tulips, Chry- 
santhemums 10 colors $1.00. 4 different colors 
Thrift, Blackberry Lilies. White phlox 18—$1.00. 
Houston Hughes, Russellville, Ala. 





PLANTS 


CERTIFIED BLUE RIBBON STRAWBERRY Plants. 
Everbearing — Gem and Superfection $2.95 per 
100; 20th Century 100—$4.95; Red Rich—25 for 
$5.00, 50—$8.50. Junebearing—Dunlap, Blake- 
more, Robinson, Armore, Sparkle, $2.45 oe 100, 
250—$5.00. Guaranteed to grow. Shipped prepaid 
at proper planting time. Minnetonka Nurseries, Re. 
5, Excelsior, Minn. 


POULTRY 


WHITE, BARRED ROCKS, Reds, Hampshires, 
Hamplegs, Austrawhites, Leghorns, $6.99; pullets, 
$12.99; Heavies, $5.99; Lefrovers, $4.99; Surplus, 
$3.99; Unclassified Broilers, $1.49. FOB Bush 
Hatchery, Clinton, Mo. 


66 BREEDS. FOB. Surplus, Rocks, Reds, Wyan- 
dottes, Minorcas, Leghorns, Crosses, Hybrids, $5.99; 
Pullets, $13.99; Heavies, $4.99; Mixed, $3.99; 
Leftovers, $2.99; Deepfreeze, $1.49. Catalog. Every- 
body’s Chicks, Clinton, Missouri. 


SEMPERVIVUMS 


COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS. 12 varieties. 
Labeled prepaid, $3.00. Over 100 different vari- 
eties. “Make a Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums.” 
MacPherson Gardens, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


TREES & SHRUBS 


EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS 
in baby sizes. Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send 
for free Spring Catalog. Green Ridge Nursery, 
Madison 9, Ohio. 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 

. Rhododen- 

, Flowering shrub. Blueberries. Catalog Free. 
Girard Bros. Nursery, Geneva, Ohio. 


VIOLETS 


HARDY VIOLETS .. . Baker's Dozen... 4 
dark purple Princess of Wales, huge blossoms, over- 
powering fragrance; 6 Lovlianas, purple, very fra- 
grant; 3 Rochelles, vivid pink; Free Plant; $4.00 
Gasweie. Vista Violet Farm, 1211 Monte Vista, 
ista, Calif. 


WATER LILIES 


FREE—WATER LILY CATALOG. Complete list- 
ings and planting instructions. How to build pools. 
inter care of Tropicals explained. Closed Sundays. 


Van Ness Water Gardens, Rt. No. 1, Dept. MT, 
Upland, Calif. 


WILDFLOWERS 


WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, to brighten a shady 
nook. Send today for Free catalog. Wake Robin 
Farm, R. D. No. 1, Home, Pa. 
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EY 


the Hardy Glad 


(GLADIOLUS BYZANTINUS) 
Blooms in May when other Glads 
are just showing green 


Plant in the fall and you will have a beau- 
tiful garden of Colorful Glads next spring. 
And they will come up year after year like 
any hardy perennial. 


Plant in Fall only 
No Digging—No Storing 
The FLASH Glad grows only 30 inches 
tall with two or three flower spikes from 
each bulb. FLASH Glads make a bDril- 


liant, thrilling addition to your perennial 
border. 


6 Bulbs for $19°°—20 for $25° 


Postage Paid. Send cash or check with order. 


aoe ts limited. Order now and a 
bulbs will be delivered at the proper plant- 
ing time in October. Order at once. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
353-T, Galesburg, Michigan 


Now is the time to root your Cuttings 


MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL 


* NEW * STARTLING * AMAZING 


Special material guaranteed to root your 
cuttings — so quickly it is almost unbelievable. 


This is extremely light fluffy clean material that you can spread in a small box or 
tray in your yard or your apartment, stick your cuttings in this material and watch 
them burst out into a great mass of roots—similar to Santa 
Claus’s whiskers. We claim this to be the greatest rooting 
material of all time. With our simple instructions you can 
start rooting your favorite cuttings over night. For only 
$2.98 we send you enough MYRACLE ROOTING MATE- 
RIAL to root 276 cuttings, and you can use this material 
time and time again, until you over-run your yard with 
shrubs and flowers. Instructions included. You can root 
from 1 to 276 cuttings any time with our instructions. There 
will be no wondering whether your cuttings will root or 
not; they are guaranteed to root or your money back. 


RUSH YOUR ORDER NOW BEFORE THE SUPPLY IS EXHAUSTED 


ae en ee ee 


| MYRACLE ROOTING MATERIAL CO. six. fis | 


Rush enough Myracle Rooting Material to root 276 cuttings at one time, $2.98. Double order | 
$5.00. Money-back guarantee if not satisfied. | 


C) Remittance $ enclosed. Ship Postpaid. 
(0 C.O.D. Plus Postage and Charges. 








RODENT DESTROYERS 


.. THE EASY WAY 


Novel, effective destroyers: Light 
with a match and blitz out whole 
families of MOLES, rats, field mice, 
woodchucks, ground squirrels, etc., 
at one “‘shot.” Safe, sure, aids to 
farmers and gardeners. 


1 Doz., $2.25; 3 Doz., $6.00 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order 


BURNETT BROS. INC. 5; 


Dept. M, 92 Chambers St., New York 7, N. Y 


Make centerpieces, corsages, 
wreaths, wedding bouquets. Be 
a florist — age no bar — train at 
home for profitable jul! or part 
time jobs. Write for scnool litera- 


ture or send for special illus- | 


trated lesson books: 
How to make 

33 Arrangements one Od 
How to make 25 Corsages... 1. 
Novelty Floral Design.......... 1 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Box 564N4 Santa Cruz, Calif. 


Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 


Grow better flowers inside or 
OUTSIDE of your greenhouse. 

Train at home for profitable 
spare or full time jobs — age no 

bar — or open your own nursery- 
garden-shop. Monthly Growing 
Schedules make everything so 

easy. Write for information or 

send 25c for student newsletter 

“The Greenhouse Grower”. 

FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 

P.O. Box 564 Santa Cruz, Calif. 


te 


Cars 


lowa-grown 


Div. N4 


nursery stock of get 
ecquainted bargain prices 


1 ALL SEASON STRAWBERRY PATCH 
3 top notch vorieties — Blokemore, early-Dunlap, midseason 
—Robinson, lote. 150 (50 each) ONLY $2. 

2 BLUEBERRIES 
One 4 yeor, one 5 yeor cultivoted Biveberries. $4.75 
volve, ONLY $3.95 

3 RASPBERRY PATCH 
25—1 yeor No. | tips Bristol Block. 251 yeor No. ! Suckers 
Red Lothom. 50 plonts ONLY $5. 

4 RED RHUBARB 
Chipman Red Seediess Rhuborb. Blood red clear thru. 
4 Roots $1.75. 

S 30 BEAUTIFUL GLADS 
| inch bulbs. Guoranteed to bloom this yeor. 30 for $1. 

6 HYBRID TEA ROSES 
5 beoutitul vorieties, stondord 2 yeor No. | bushes $2.98. 

7 LARGE DOUBLE TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 
5 lorge evertlooming bulbs. All different. ONLY $1. 

8 DAHLIA COLLECTION 
included ore some newer French and Dutch varieties. Every 
root o different color, 6 roots $1.45. 

9 PEONY COLLECTION 
When once established they lost almost a lifetime. 5 three 
to five eye tubers oll different $2.95. 

10 CANNA BED COLLECTION 

A rainbow collection of 12 big ossorted tubers. 2 each, 
6 varieties ONLY $1.50. 
NOTICE: Pleose include 30¢ for postage on one collection, 
plus 20 for postoge for each odditional collection ordered. 


THE RIDER NURSERIES 


FARMINGTON 2, IOWA 


Live and Learn 


Have you EVER tried planting fish 
under tomato plants for a real bonus 
in the way of fertilizer? It really 
works, but my first experience was dis- 
astrous, to say the least. 

We took our small son fishing on the 
banks of the ol’ Missouri. On occasion 
we have caught fine pike, trout, catfish 
and other desirable fish on these 
family expeditions. However, the 
whole catch that afternoon amounted 
to four suckers and two large carp. 
The carp, caught by our four-year- 
old, seemed like whales to him. How 
would you explain to such a small 
angler that his catch wasn’t worth 
taking home? Neither could we ex- 
plain, so home they went where he 
pridefully showed them around the 
neighborhood. 

Long before the boy was awake the 
next morning, I prepared to inter the 
fish by the garden fence. My elderly 
German neighbor, a gardener from 
‘way back, leaned across the gate. He 
advised me to hack them up and bury 
generous pieces in the bottom of holes 
dug for fine tomato plants he would 
give me. This I did. 

We had fillets from the store for 
dinner that evening, which the little 
fellow claimed without question. 

All went well for a couple of days. 
The weather warmed up, so the sec- 
ond evening I removed the newspaper 
shelters covering the tomato plants. I 
thought I could detect a bit of a fishy 
odor on the gentle breeze. Oh, well! 

At early dawn I awoke with a start 
to the most unearthly snarling, spit- 
ting and general caterwauling I ever 
hope to hear. The noise would rise to 
a howling crescendo, then subside en- 
tirely only to rise again to new heights. 


Flower & Garden pays regular rates 
for “Live and Learn” contributions 
from readers. Write us about your 
amusing gardening mistakes and 
blunders. Address “Live and Learn,” 
in care of Flower & Garden, Mid- 
America Building, Kansas City 11, 
Mo. 


Creeping to the window, I looked out 
on a really pathetic scene. My lovely 
tomato plants had all but disappeared. 
The garden enclosure was taken over 
by cats. Big cats, little cats, fat cats, 
lean cats! All engaged in digging up 
fish, eating fish, or disputing in de- 
moniac yowls over the ownership of a 
choice morsel. 

I wrapped a robe about me and 
ventured out just as my elderly neigh- 
bor inched the gate open a crack large 
enough to let his dog into my garden 
plot. Cats flew in all directions. In 
seconds the last one fairly sailed over 
the fence. He laughed so hard his 
tummy shook. Then he showed me 
how to plant a tomato. 


. } 
ie Moat 


Fish or no fish, he said, dig a 
hole at least the girth and depth of 
a water bucket. Place a handful of 
fertilizer (or a hunk of fish) at the 
bottom. Mound soil over it in a 
cone shape in the center of the 
hole nearly as high as the hole is 
deep. Set the plant on the cone and 
drape the roots in all directions. 
Hold it with one hand while you 
fill in the rest of the soil, firming 
it carefully until nearly ground 
level. Water it well and let the 
water soak away. Add more soil un- 
til nearly ground level. Water it 
well and let the water soak away. 
Add more soil until there is only a 
slight depression around the plant. 
Cover the immediate area with 
grass clippings or other mulch and 
shelter the plant for a few days. 
Buried to such a depth, the fish 


doesn’t call all the cats in town. By 
the time the roots reach that far, the 
fish has decomposed to a ready form 
of nourishment. — Elna Wallander, 
Montana. 
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From the Four Corners 
(Continued from page 16) 


grown. A good basic soil mixture is 
composed of two parts good garden 
loam, one part well-rotted leaf mold 
or humus, and one part of sharp sand. 
Add to this mixture two average size 
teacups level full of a balanced ferti- 
lizer (4-12-4, 5-10-5) for each bushel 
of soil. Use this mixture for outdoor 
boxes. For indoor boxes, eliminate the 
commercial fertilizer and add two 
additional parts of peat moss. Select 
plants that like the same kind of soil, 
temperature and amount of water. 
Also be sure the plants all have the 
same tolerance to pesticides for con- 
trol of insects and diseases. Remem- 
ber to provide adequate drainage, 
space, and proper growing conditions 
for the plants you choose. Plant food 
is used quickly in boxes and should be 
replenished or supplemented by 
monthly applications of liquid manure 
or the addition of new soil. 


Pruning — Many of the flowering 
shrubs have finished their display now, 
while others are now in full bloom, 
and still others will follow. Such plants 
as forsythia, red bud, winter jasmine 
and spirea are among the early ones. 
Pruning of these, if done at all, should 
follow the fading of the flowers. A 
word of caution —do not prune for 
the sake of exercise, but for a definite 
purpose, such as to correct growing 
habits, train the plants, stimulate new 
growth, or remove dead, damaged or 
diseased limbs. The season for heavy 
pruning is definitely running out. 


Spraying — lace wing bug damage 
will soon be in evidence on pyracantha 


Malathion Controls 


Locust Borer 


The locust borer, that pest 
which has been responsible for 
the low opinion held for black 
locust as a shade tree, can be 
controlled, according to results of 
tests in Ohio. Malathion, using 1 
trate in 100 gallons of water, was 
quart of 57% emulsion concen- 
sprayed on locusts in April when 
the young borers were still in 
the bark. When the trees were 
examined in August, no_ borers 
were found in sprayed trees, while 
check trees averaged better than 
two tunnels each. 

This is important to tree men 
and locust owners. It may be pos- 
sible to use such a spray against 
other species of borers, but the 
important factor is timing. The 
chance of kill is much better when 
the borers are newly hatched than 
after they have tunneled into the 
wood.—H. Gleason Mattoon 
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and other broadleaf plants, even some 
shade trees. Aphids will make their 
presence known in large numbers with 
the first really warm days. These ap- 
pear as many very small green and 
shaded insects that secrete a sticky sub- 
stance (honeydew) on the buds of 
roses and young twigs of plants. They 
can be controlled by using Malathion, 
rotenone, or Lindane sprays. They 
should be sprayed as soon as possible, 
as they injure or deform new leaf or 
flower buds. 


Bulbs — The climax of the spring | 


bulb display comes during April. The 


rewards of work done last October | 
should be bountiful to the gardener | 


who planted tulips, hyacinths, daffo- 
dils and other bulbs. As the flowers 
bloom be sure to keep the soil soaked 
by frequent watering to insure good 


quality blooms and the development | MAZEL HARPER, pleasing pink and white blend; JANIS, 


of a mature bulb for the next season. 


The food manufactured in the leaves | 


is stored in the maturing bulb, so all 
leaves should be left until they dry 
up and actually become papery in 
texture. 


Roses — Throughout most of this 
section, roses will come into growth 
during April, and some bloom will 
start in the lower part of the area. 
This makes it too late to set out new 
plants unless container-grown plants 
are used. Make sure these are con- 
tainer-grown and not just container 
““potted”’—there is such a vital differ- 
ence! As the new growth unfolds, get 
busy on a regular program of pest 
control. Blackspot, aphids and mildew 
are the principal offenders that blight 
rose plants in our area. Rose show 
schedules for the spring shows should 
certainly be out this month. Start feed- 
ing, disbudding and grooming the 
specimens for competition. It takes 
about five weeks from the time buds 
first are formed until the bloom can 
be cut for exhibition. 


Perennials — Chrysanthemums can 


be started now by dividing the old | 
clumps and resetting. Be generous with | 


the divisions to insure strong clumps 
for good bloom next fall. Orders 
should be placed for rooted cuttings 
of new varieties for planting out next 
month. In selecting the new varieties, 
choose those giving bloom before the 
date of killing frost. It is also well 
to choose those varieties whose bloom- 


(Please turn page §) 








P Harrold’s Pedigreed 
\ AMERICAN GROWN 


TUBERS 
SEEDS PLANTS 


America’s Most Complete Line 
P.O. BOX 29-H 


HARROLD’S ““orcon 


» AHLIAS 


48 Page FREE CATALOG 


For those who grow the smal! Dahlias 
beautiful in the Garden and 


e are 
excellent for cutting. 


DAHLIAS Value $5.60 


MINIATURE CACTUS 
5 2 Collections $6.25 


very lavender; SUNRISE, beautiful yellow: TJISKE, 

blend of yellow and amaranth rose; WOODLEIGH, prolific 

Orient red. One root of each labeled and delivered post- 
paid at planting time. 

AHLIA CATALOG devotes 41/2 pages to CHRYSAN- 

for your Garden and lists over 600 of the new- 

est and best in DAHLIAS, including full Cultural Instructions. 

CATALOG ON REQUEST 


DAHLIADEL T 


W. W. Maytrott, Vineland, N. J. 


1225 $995 

Resists Heat 

ORDER TODAY! 
MERRY GRASS NURSERY 


MEYER (Z-52) 
LAWN GRASS 
NEW LOW PRICES! 
PLUGS 
2 inches diameter 
®@ Chokes Out Weeds 
®@ Needs Few Mowings 
* 
@ Thrives in Any Soil 
®@ Drought Resistant 
Send check with order. 
No C.O.D.’s Please. 
P.O. BOX 2176 
SPRING HILL, ALA. 








People 60 to 80: 
Tear Out This Ad 


. . and mail it today to find out 
how you can still apply for a $1,000 
life insurance policy to help take 
care of final expenses without bur- 
dening your family. 


You handle the entire transac- 
tion by mail with OLD AMER- 
ICAN of KANSAS CITY. No 
obligation. No one will call on you! 


Write today, simply giving your 


name, address and age. Mail to Old | 


American Ins. Co., 1 West 9th, 
Dept. L495M, Kansas City, Mo. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 
c= 9) CATALOG 


Write for our 1957 
large colorfully illus- 
trated 52 page catalog 
listing 600 varieties 
of Prize-Winning vari- 
eties including New 
introductions. 


SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8654 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 


re Arrangement | 


a) 
<< av and FLORISTRY 
— ) Easily and Quickly | 


AT HOME 


FOR PLEASURE—please your friends and family 
with professional corsages, centerpieces, etc. Your 
church and club will welcome your assistance in 
arranging impressive floral designs. Win Blue Rib- 
bons. Many earn good money while learning. 

FOR PROFIT—prepare for tremendous money- 
making opportunities for trained men and women 
in the Floral Field. You may quickly learn how to 
make professional arrangements for the home, wed- 
dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used. Start your own profitable business or get good 
paying position. Excellent part-time money-making 
opportunities. Study and eam your diploma at home. 


MAIL COUPON FoR FREE BOOK 


| NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 


310 So. Robertson Bivd., Studio D-47 
| Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


Please send me your free book “Opportunities in 
| Floristry”,and how ican earn my Diploma atHome. 


| Name 
| NO accecnictnatnecseatiniainrnniareiitnipenmnaninitinents 


OO tieceteterpsicetisi ani, 
62 





Garden MARKET BY MAIL 


FLOWER LOVERS!! One need not be an expert 
flower arranger to enjoy using Blue Ribbon 
Flower Holders. Heavy, non-rusting, easy to 
conceal, they are tops. If not carried in your 
shops, send us $2.00 for a 3” holder (plus 25c 
postage), and $1.50 for two Vase Stands 
which resemble teakwood, protect furniture, 
add charm to arrangements. Excellent gifts! 
Write for Special Offer to Garden Clubs. 
Blue Ribbon Flower Holder Co., Dept. K. C., 
Box 214, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 


HANG-A-POT HOLDER. It’s so easy to display 
potted plants more attractively with the Hang- 
A-Pot holder. Practical for plants indoors or 
out; provides a safe, concealed support for 
pots up to 7”. Built to last; sturdy construc- 
tion reduces pot breakage. Installed in seconds. 
Pot easily removed for watering. Size 5”. 
Only $1.00 for 4, ppd. (No C.O.D.’s please.) 
Guaranteed to delight. Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 


62, 133 No. Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, 


| Calif. 


(Continued from page 61) 


ing date is after the cool nights have 
begun — this gives better quality of 
bloom. 

Iris are in full growth and many 
are in flower and some of the earlier 
ones may have been nipped or dam- 
aged by the cold or wind. Clean up 
any leaves or litter around the clumps 
of iris and check for borer activity. 
A good precaution to prevent borer 
damage is to spray the iris weekly 
with DDT. 


SAVE 50% OR MORE on seven different types 
and colors of hardy, easy-to-grow perennial 
Daylilies, now in lovely pinks, yellows, reds 
and creams; enjoy gorgeous blooms year after 
year starting in May and clear through till 
frost! Our choice of seven assorted top varie- 
ties—regular $4 to $7 catalog value if labeled 
—now only $2 and shipped postpaid any- 
where in U. S. (No c.o.d.). Our 64-page color 
catalog of Peonies, Iris and Daylilies included 
Free with order. Or send 25c for catalog and 
receive Free Dwarf Iris plant, delightful min- 
iature beauty for your garden from the 
“Wilds” of Missouri. Gilbert H. Wild & Son, 
Dept. FGM-47, Sarcoxie, Missouri. 


The Flora Cart. The original, most popular 
Garden on Wheels. Two models available: 3 
Tray (without light fixtures) , $52.50; 2 Tray 
(without light fixtures), $41.50. Practical 
sturdy aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 19” x 
49”. Ball bearing wheels. Write for literature 
and additional information on new accessories 
being offered. Tube Craft, Inc., Dept. M, 
1950 West 114th St., Cleveland 2, Ohio 


Remember to keep pansies picked 
regularly to prolong the period of 
bloom. Feeding with liquid manure 
or mulching with screened manure 
will insure the size and also improve 
the quality of bloom. Watering is also 
essential to keep pansy borders bright 
and gay on into June. 

Many of the perennials grown from 
seed can be planted out now. Also, 
the annuals for summer color can be 
transplanted as soon as danger of kill- 
ing frost is over. Plant in a group, 
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PROVEN RESULTS at our world famous Glen- 
dale Rose Garden where more than 7,000 
roses and evergreens are protected from black- 
spot, mildew, red spider, midge, thrips and 
aphids. Don’t take a chance with your garden, 
use Pashea’s products. Pashea’s Rose Dust 1 
Ib. can $1.25. 414 lb. can $4.65. Pashea’s 
Wettable Rose Spray, 1 lb. can $1.75. Mo. 
customers add 2% sales tax. If your dealer 
cannot supply, order direct. Shipped prepaid. 
Send for free spring catalog on roses. Glen- 
dale Rose Garden, 2905 Lee’s Summit Road 
D4, Independence, Missouri. 


SCOOPUP 


j ai RS : 

SCOOPUP . . . Dogs will be dogs—and the 
evidence is mighty unpleasant and an eyesore 
on the lawn. Scoopup is the handy little tool 
that removes it without unpleasantness or 
work. Twin-handled tool has box-shaped alu- 
minum plates at base. Works equally well in 
grass, on gravel or concrete. Dog owners can't 
afford not to own Scoopup. Only $2.95 ppd. 
Write for Free Catalog. Kit Craft Co., Berlin 


1, Wisconsin. 


or mass the colors for most effective 
use. Also, choose the bright or carry- 
ing colors to achieve striking results. 
In most of this section, transplanting 
of seasonal color bedding plants is 
carried on after Easter. 


Miscellaneous—Practice clean cul- 
ture of all bed areas. My grandmother 
once said, “A flower can grow any- 
where a weed can grow.” This is 
certainly a well-known truth and a 
good gardener will never allow weeds 
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QUILT LOVERS: Pieced and applique quilt pat- 
terns for you to enjoy. 54-40 or Fight, Nine 
Patch Star, Raggedy Ann and Andy, Hands- 
All-Around, Chain of Diamonds, and 12 other 
famous patterns in book 3230. True Lovers 
Knot, Radiant Star, Mothers Dream, Shadow 
Star, Pin Wheel, Ocean Wave, Snow Ball and 
12 others plus 2 quilting designs in book 
3333. Patterns for cutting guides, directions 
and material needs given. Each book only 50c 
— both $1.00 postpaid. Rush your order to 
Aunt Martha’s Studios, Dept. FG47, 1243 
Swift, Kansas City 16, Missouri. 
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ORDINARY — BECK’S 


CUT PLUG §=POT-GROWN ’ 


A PERFECT LAWN—FASTER! Zoysia grass is tak- 
ing America’s gardeners by storm. No grass 
ever offered has sc completely fulfilled the 
requirements of fast growth with less care. 
Zoysia chokes out weeds, thrives in poor soil 
with less water, needs fewer mowings and 
takes rough usage. Here is a Zoysia with 
added advantages—it’s Meyer Z-52 pot-grown 
so roots are whole and un-cut, growing in 
organic plant food and peat moss for faster, 
guaranteed growth. Pot-grown Meyer Z-52 
Zoysia (also Emerald) 100 plants covers up 
to 200 sq. ft.—$9.95 f.o.b.; 250 plants— 
$22.50. Order Today. Beck’s Zoysia Co., 835 
N. College St., Auburn 1, Ala. 


to utilize the nutrients in the soil 
when these can be used by desirable 
plants. After plants are set, most of 
them prefer not to be disturbed. There- 
fore, avoid deep cultivation to prevent 
tearing out the young feeder roots. 
This is particularly true in the case 
of roses. Many people kill their roses 
with kindness when actually the plants 
prefer not to have the soil even stirred 
after vegetative growth has started. 
Vegetables — Most vegetables can 
be planted this month. Just as soon 


SEPTIC AIDE FOR SEPTIC TANKS. Septic Aide 
supplies laboratory tested “pedigreed” bacteria 
specially cultured to reduce household waste 
in septic tanks to free-flowing, easily-dispos- 
able liquids. Saves expensive plumbing re- 
pairs. Easy to use. Harmless to tank, porce- 
lain, plumbing. Can't injure hands. $2.98 for 
C.0.D. plus 
charges. Jo-Ed Enterprises, Dept. 41, P.O. Box 
69, Glendale, California. 


6-month supply postpaid or 


.Y ' . 

MIST-LIKE FOG FOR TENDER PLANTS. Fogg-It 
nozzle breaks water into fog mist for seed 
beds, newly seeded lawns, bedding plants, 
ferns, hanging baskets, fuchsias, begonias and 
orchids. On slopes, irrigate without soil wash- 
ing. Creates humidity for lath and green 
houses. Fits standard hose coupling. High or 
low pressure. Saves water with better cov- 
erage. Only $1.95 ppd. (No C.O.D. Please.) 
Fully guaranteed. Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 63, 
133 No. Santa Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 


as danger of frost has passed, start 
the beans, carrots, radishes, leafy vege- 
tables, corn, and others as preferred. 
Plants of tomato, pepper and eggplant 
may be transplanted by late April. Try 
a few of the easily grown herbs in a 
small, lost corner of your garden. They 
are both decorative and valuable for 
seasoning. The various mints often be- 
come pests, but even they provide a 
cool ground cover. Most herbs make 
beautiful foliage for arranging, both 
fresh or dry. 
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It’s like an old hat or 


broken-in pair of shoes. 


When the first warm days of 
spring come there is a yen to get 
out into the yard and get things 
started. If you have been leading 
a “sit-an-tarry” life through the 
winter—as most of us do—there 
is a tendency to overdo tt. 
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How do YOU like the sketch for 
our yard? Personally I feel more com- 
fortable. 


a 


Strained, sprained muscles frequent- 


ly result. That makes tasks work in- 


stead of pleasure . . . I know. The 


other morning I got a sudden catch 
between my shoulder blades, that 
made even breathing difficult. So 
again, let me say, “start your season’s 
activities gradually.” What was I do- 
ing? Oh! I was peeling a banana. 





does like a cool 


Recently we had what may, or 
may not have been, our last snow 
of the season. Starting as rain in 
the evening, the next morning tt 
was wet, fluffy and sticky. It built 
up on every twig and limb to 
probably over an inch thick. The 
junipers and pines were huge cot- 
ton bolls. The shrubs in the early 
morning light looked like white- 
shrouded ghosts. As we drove 
north later along the meandering 
stream that runs through back 
yards, it was simply a bejewelled 
wonderland. 


“They,” 


whoever they might be, al- 
ways say to sow grass seeds on top of 


the last snow. Not having a built-in 
weather prognosticator, I’ve never 
been quite able to tell when it was 
the last snow. Bluegrass will not ger- 


minate until the weather is warm. It 
moist climate. So 


touch up those bare spots in the yard 


right away, and give the lawn a dress- 
ine of fertilizer. 
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Locally, last summer was an- 
other one of those “driest years 
on record.” 

In spite of that, some things gave 

a pretty good account of themselves. 

The asparagus did wonderfully well. 

It’s too early to drool about aspara- 

gus, but I can’t help thinking how 

luscious and tender those stalks are 
going to be again soon. 

If you haven’t a bed started, 
better put that down on your list 
as a “must” this year. Asparagus 
likes plenty of lime and a rich 
soul. “The Book,” the one so many 
writers quote —and each writer 
follows the one before — says to 
dig a deep trench, etc. Years ago 
I remember trying to follow some 
such directions. I even placed 
rocks in the bottom for drainage. 


WEATHER REPORT 













Shades of the Sahara Desert! That 
year I remember well. During the 
month of May, it rained every day. 
From June 1 until fall there wasn’t 
so much as a sprinkle. 

I put my present bed in the 
lazy man’s way. I opened up a 
furrow, spread the roots out and 
covered. It grew this way the first 
season. In the fall I mulched it 
with three or four inches of well 
rotted manure. Since then I have 
given it an occasional dressing of 

a complete fertilizer. 


It grew rank and tall this past sum- 


mer. Since it was thick, I didn’t find 
weeds any problem. 


(Author’s note: If you never 
find this paragraph in print, it 
will be because the editor doesn’t 


approve of my laziness nor my 

methods.) 

e 

Another dry weather thriver with 
us has been petunias. “An apple a day 
keeps the doctor away,” as the old say- 
ing goes, but some wag has suggested 
that an onion a day keeps everybody 
away. Plant a bed —or more if you 
have room—of the new gay petunias 
and you'll draw a crowd. You'll have 
humming birds and other feathered 
friends, as well as human sightseers. 

Of course I'm looking forward 
to a year of ample rainfall. (I do 
that every year.) But if we don’t 
get it, I know we can depend on 
the petunias. 

I’m one of those — and I suspect 
there are others—who hate to cut off 
or pull up a plant, even though it is 
a volunteer. This past season, the to- 
matoes I set out with such loving care 
gave up the struggle at an early date. 
But a half dozen stray tomato plants 
came up here and there. And the “or- 
phans” I suffered to grow, repaid us 
for having their lives spared with to- 
matoes until frost.—J.E.T. 
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From the cradle to eternity . . . you'll find it everywhere,you feok . . . in everything you 
undertake. It works in marriage, music and the Minuet«Seme call it “team spirit?’ Whatever 
you call it, never was it more evident than in thestrether-sister relationship of WORKBENCH 
and WORKBASKET magazines. Like Hansel and.Gretel, Romeo and Juliet and Mason and Dixon 


they go together. 


SHE finds The WORKBASKET a rea 


in 
throughout every issue. Yes, it's the 
The WORKBASKET is an accumulation of 


F le, hi 
of any hese ings WORKBENGH the pe 
wit WORKBENCH, An sappy yu 


this fountain of de-it-yourse 


Reeeive TWO 


little animals that frolic and play 

tea towels; monograms for shirts 

kerchiefs; spoon holders, stocking doll, book- 
marks and crib quilt designs; pillowslip motifs, 
tea towel designs and flowers for - 
sion. Here is a collection of more than 100 de- 
signs in all. . . original creations you can’t 
find anywhere else in the world. But they are 
offered free to you today. 


rales eat 
até depth te every Issue The MAN 


to his Chores. Jobs like 
become routine stuff 
of eq te benefit from 


buys! . . . Se please read on. 


IFTS .... FREE 


things you can make: trellis, port- 
lamps, pull toys, step stool, spice 
weathervane, child’s swing, hamburger 
intriguing , ornamental mono- 
grams and a Santa and Reindeer Christmas 
display. Since this is just a partial listing, you 
can count on at least 20 items more to make 
with this collection. You can't buy these sepa- 
rately or . You get them only as you 
see them now .. . free of charge. 


FUN FOR THE FAMILY 


What is the sum of all this? Clearly, fun for ali the family . . . not the laughing-out-loud kind; 
rather, the good feeling that comes from at-home activities. A subscription to both The 
WORKBASKET and WORKBENCH can contribute much to this way of life. Maybe you have a 
couple in mind who will benefit from this companion offer . . . as your gift to them. Or do = 
wish to treat yourself to this rare opportunity? Whatever you decide, act now! Regularly, The 
WORKBASKET costs $1.50 for a year’s subscription of 12 issues. But you can get it now for 
just $1.00. WORKBENCH is published every other month and sells for $2.00 a year. But this 
offer brings 10 months (5 issues) oy a single $1.00. Or, if you prefer to benefit the 
most, send $2.00 and receive them BOTH. Yes, both for what you would normally pay for a 
1 year subscription to WORKBENCH alone. Remember, you also get one gift with each separate 
order . . . and two gifts if you order them together. 


YOUR REAL OPPORTUNITY er 
ublisher 
The WORKBASKET & WORKBENCH 
500 Handcraft Bidg., Kansas City 11, Mo. 
for the subscription orders 
I'm checking below: 
(C0 Enclosed is $1.00 for 1 year (12 issues) of WORKBASKET 


C Enclosed is $1.00 for 10 months (5 issues) of WORKBENCH 


My name is 


Street or RFD 





Feiding and Mowing 





is Wonderful / 


| AOT0-CUTTE 


with Steering Sulky 


has no equal 
for lawn & garden care - 
... and here’s why: 


OUTSTANDING CUTTING ABILITY 


In this big 26” Twin-Spindle ROTO-CUTTER you have the 
design and power to cut anywhere and under all conditions! 
This is extremely important, because most people will have tall 
grass and wet turf conditions in early spring; or may have 
orchards and other uneven ground to mow at some times, and 
need the extra power built into this cutter. 
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All these other uses, too! 


@ Roro-HoE. Tiller attachment quickly snaps on 
basic power unit, does a thorough job in garden 
preparation, between-the-row cultivation. It's self- 
propelled, two speeds, full 3.3 to 3.6 h.p. Has new 
one bolt reversible tines for any soil condition. 
Remove the 1 bolt tines from tiller and replace 
with 3 or 4 lawn aerating discs. Over 1000 Roto- 


HOES are in use with this most wonderful aerator 
of all. 


HIGHEST QUALITY AT LESS COST 


This big ROTO-CUTTER has spring loaded Timken bearing 
spindles; blades made of Crucible Steel Company's finest alloy 
steel, built especially for cutters, that will stay sharp 3 to 4 
times longer than most any single-spindle cutter made. Heavy 
steel deck plate rigidly reinforced throughout. 


LEAF MULCHER. Attachment quickly grinds leaves 
to a fine mulch. 


@ SNow DeENsa-THrower. Easily clears snow from 
walks, driveways, parking areas. Throws snow off 


POWER UNIT OF PROVEN DESIGN 
many feet to either side you select. Less snow goes 


Big 2-speed power unit with Timken spindle on jack shaft, 
on operator. totally enclosed chain transmission, speeds instantly changed by 
handle controls. Powered by big 3.3 or 3.6 h.p. cast iron 


Sreaven. 5 gui. pinen ype high prowure power industrial type engine, proven in use by thousands. 


sprayer quickly attaches to do all home spraying 


easily. It's self-propelled. STEERING SULKY offers many advantages over other riding 


equipment. Allows you to steer off to side to cut around trees, 
shrubs, etc. Quickly detaches when you desire to operate cutter 
on foot for rough work. Also sold for use on other makes of 
equipment, only $39.50*. 


EDGER. Excellent low-cost attachment for edging 
lawns, walks, flower beds, driveway, etc. Can even 
till small garden areas. 


Brush SAW. Power brush saw attachment operates 


either vertically or horizontally to clear brush, saw 
firewood, etc. 


Best of all, the complete ROTO-CUTTER combination costs 
you less than anything that compares with it in quality. Com- 
plete cutter and steering sulky only $256.50* — With 3.6 h.p. 
engine. See this combination before you buy anything, at your 
Roto-Hoe dealer's. 


Now, from the great ROTO-HOE 
factories, the originators of the front- 
mounted tiller 20 long years ago, and 


STANDARD MODEL 148 


the company that built the first rotary 
cutter-tiller combination in 1947, comes 
a new “Dream Cultivator’, especially 
designed for narrow rows and narrow 
places. It's so revolutionary that there's 
no dead space from wotm drives or 
chain guards — never leaves a single 
weed standing. Its Timken bearings are 
sealed for lifetime use. And what's 
more, the beautiful 22” self-propelled 
twin ROTO-CUTTER attachment can 
be added for only $42*. 


The Edger attachment will easily edge 
flower beds, driveways, walks — costs 
only $24.50*. Removal of only 2 one- 
bolt tines converts the ‘“‘Hummin’ bird” 
to the best lawn aerator built, for not 
a penny extra cost! 


Complete 24 h.p. ‘‘Hummin’ bird"’ 
with retractable starter only $109.50*. 
See your dealer now. 





ROTO-HOE 


Pioneer of all front-mounted tillers, and undoubt- 
edly the most successful garden cultivator ever 
made, gives you faster and smoother cultivation 
than most all other makes. The rotor turning at 
about 300 r.p.m. slices through the ground most 
easily requiring less power than big, clumsy, 
bulky tines. There are so many advantages for 
average gardeners that space does not permit 
listing them here. Write for full information. 


Interchangeable attachments proven by-years of 
use are: The 22” SELF-PROPELLED ROTO- 
CUTTER, the 5 gallon power sprayer, the Safe 
Speed Edger, the Snow Densa-Thrower, and 
Roto-Buzz Saw, as well as the lawn aérator or 
leaf mulcher. Units may be bought in any com- 
bination desired. See your ROTO-HOE dealer 
for a free demonstration. Complete ROTO-HOE 
costs only $129.50*; ROTO-CUTTER $44.50; 
other attachments at similar low prices. 


“May be slightly higher in some areas. 
All prices subject to change without notice. 


